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Phone: 03-9842 3373 Fax: 03-9841 7033
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23rd February 2017

FROM THE PRINCIPAL - Lena Clark

Our Values
Respect
Responsibility
Resilience
Compassion
Quote of
the week:

Welcome Back BBQ/ 50th Birthday Celebration:
Monday’s ‘60’s
Happening’ proved to be a wonderful event for our community to gather
together to celebrate not only the commencement of the new school year, but
also a chance for us to begin celebrating Donvale PS’s 50th birthday. The
Bushwahzee Band worked with the students throughout the day in preparing
for the evening presentation where the children proudly performed songs and
dances from the 60’s era. It was terrific to see so many of the children, parents and staff embrace the theme by dressing up in the various fashion representations of the decade. Just wonderful! Thank you to Mrs Keep for organising the very special day. We certainly were able to see the fabulous Donvale PS
community spirit in full swing. Thank you also to Mrs DeStefanis who has begun putting together our commemorative art work celebrating the school’s
50th birthday. It was great having the opportunity for our community to stamp
their shoe print into a piece of clay which will later come together in a beautiful piece of art that will represent our school united and moving forward into
the future together. Thank you also to so many of the DPS staff who stayed
on and enjoyed the evening with our community. We all had so much fun dancing and singing along with the students. Thank you to all our parents who also
joined in with the dancing – just great to see everyone having so much fun.
Thank you to the marvellous PA who cooked a delicious BBQ for us to enjoy.
It was so great to see many new parents joining in and helping out. Also, thank
you to the Sakkal family who generously shared their 1966 Valiant car with us –
it was just that perfect touch to the evening. All in all, it was a wonderful evening for our community. Thank you to all who were able to be a part of it.
School Council have several other events planned throughout the year to
further celebrate our school’s 50th birthday. In term 2, a cocktail party is being
planned to be held at the school. The committee is busy finalising details of this
event. Parents will be informed shortly of the date so that you will be able to
lock it into your diaries. It will be terrific to see you there. Our school
production this year will feature a theme that celebrates our school over the
years; this will take place in term 3. And term 4 will bring a very special Open
Day where we continue to celebrate our school. Past students and staff will be
present making this day a very special occasion indeed. More information will
be forwarded to our community as it becomes available. We hope that you
embrace the celebrations with us and enjoy this 50th year of Donvale PS.

School Council Elections:
Next week, I will call for nominations for both the Parent and DET categories for School Council. Parent
School Councillors whose terms expire at this election are as follows:
George Condos
Bahman Shabani
Elizabeth Waycott
At Donvale PS we are fortunate in having a very proactive School Council who works supportively with
the school’s leadership to provide the best possible education outcomes for our students. School
Councils play a key role in all schools and the role of School Councillor can be a very rewarding
experience. It’s a great way to get involved and have a real say in what your school is doing for its
students. If you are considering standing for election, you can either nominate yourself or be nominated
by someone who is eligible for the same category as you wish to stand for. More information about the
School Council and the roles and responsibilities that it involves, are available at the office.
The timeline for the School Council Election is set out below:
Wed 22nd Feb:

School Council Meeting for 2016 School Council

Mon 27th Feb:

Notice of election and call for nominations

Fri 10th March:

Close of nominations

Mon 13th March:

Ballot papers distributed

Fri 24th March:

Close of ballot

Mon 27th March:

Vote count and ballot declared

Wed 29th March:

First School Council Meeting of 2017 School Council

If you are interested in becoming a School Councillor and proactively and positively contributing to our
wonderful school, I strongly encourage you to nominate.

Lena Clark

A MESSAGE FROM THE SCHOOL COUNCIL PRESIDENT

Whilst Donvale Primary school is a government school, we still heavily rely on the parent community to
pay their school fees each year to help with their children's education. Without these contributions, we
as a school would not be able to run some of the fabulous programs that we offer here at Donvale
Primary School and maintain the building and grounds as well as we would like. Unfortunately we do not
get as much government assistance in relation to funding, largely due to the area we are located in.
The upgrade of our Computer Lab last year and the development of our Science Lab would not be
possible without the assistance of these contributions. The ICT program which is utilised by everyone,
including our senior students, provides students with valuable knowledge and skills that they can use now
and in the future. Our new Science Lab is an incredible resource for all our students.
Working out the cost of these contributions over a year would equate to less than $1 per day, not much
at all for a child's education. A range of payment options are available at Donvale Primary School and if
you have any concerns, you can always speak to either Sam or Wendy at the office.
The teachers and staff, along with the parent community and the opportunities that are offered to our
children are what make our school so special.
I encourage you wherever possible to help contribute to ensure our children are given the best
opportunities possible, the grounds and buildings are well maintained and we continue to make this
school the best it can be.
Regards
Evan Raftopoulos

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - Ian McKinlay
A Happening Thing:
What a wonderful day on Monday as our whole school community celebrated the music and fashion of
the sixties by dressing up and learning some of the songs of that time. It also marked our first 50 th
Birthday Celebration for the year. It was great to hear students speaking at last week’s assembly about
their knowledge of the events of that time such as the Vietnam War, flower power and so on. It was
fantastic to see and feel the energy and enthusiasm that our young students had for an era that preached
love and peace. Values that are still just as relevant, if not more so, today. I lost count of the number of
peace signs I saw people wearing. Thank you to our school community for embracing the day, Anthea
Keep for her excellent organisation and the children for their efforts in dressing up. And didn’t that ’66
Valiant look great!
NAPLAN:
You may have heard recently that the NAPLAN tests are going to be online. While some schools this
year are a part of an online trial sample, the overwhelming majority of schools including Donvale will be
completing the tests in the hard copy version. It is anticipated that all schools will be completing the
NAPLAN tests online in 2018 – 19.
Ian McKinlay

Our District Swimmers

February
Mon

Tue

20
21
Level 5/6 Family Life sessions

Wed

Thu

Fri

22

23

24

Foundation Testing Day

10.00-12.30: District
swimming

All day: GRIP Leadership
Conference for School
Captains at Melb Convention
Centre

9.30am-3.30: Bushwahzee
Incursion - ‘60’s show’
5.00-8.00pm: Welcome
BBQ
27

28

Level 5/6 Family Life sessions

March
Mon

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

2
All day: Grade 5/6 students
Interschool Sports Day

3

7

8

9

10
Meal Deal Day

13

14

15

16

17
Regional Swimming

20

21

22

23
All day: Grade 5/6 students
Interschool Sports Day

24

27

28

29

30
Back up Round Robin
Sports Day for Grades 5/6

31
Last day Term 1: 2.30
dismissal

6
All day: Grade 5/6 Family
Life Sessions

Tue

Sat

Divisional Swimming

25
9.00-12.00:
Lighthouse
Community Service
Working Bee

GENERAL

MATHS FUN AT HOME - Mr Reiter, Maths co-ordinator

PERFORMING ARTS NEWS - Mrs Keep

The 60’s Happening

Thanks to everyone for getting into the spirit of the day,
dressing up, dancing, enjoying each other’s company.
We all had a wonderful time.

Program Update
Dear families,
This week the children have enjoyed conducting activities based on the theme of “Summer time activities.” We have done
lots of craft, including “Summer sunglasses”. The children did an amazing job at working as a team making chocolate
cupcakes! We all thoroughly enjoyed making a mess. They also sung their hearts out with karaoke and danced till their legs
hurt. Also one of the great ideas we had was too make a ‘TV Show’!
Next week we will get into varied activities such as: Dress up choc game, World Explorers …
Remember bookings can be made right until 12pm the night before, or you can book on the day by calling or leaving the
text message but there will be an extra charge of $3.00 for bookings within 24 hours. If you’re ever stuck and would like
your child to attend OSH After School Care you can call me or leave a message on 0402 362 443 and I will get back to
you. For some reason if you need to cancel the child from attending the after school care session you can cancel online if
it is before 24 hours or leave a text message on the program phone (0402362443/98422261) if it is on the day.

Please remember to update the contact details (Especially the phone numbers and address) on
the enrolment form if there is any change. This can be done online at www.oshclub.com.au
Have a lovely week

Monday
Before Care Activities Catch The Dragon’s

Tuesday
World Explorers

Tail

After Care

What's Healthy and
What's Not

Wednesday
Staci's Science
Club!

Thursday
Engage All
(Cricket/Tball/
Baseball)

Ambrosia Salad
4 numbers game

Friday
123 Basketball

Dress up choc game
Silent Ball

Computer Time

OSHC program phone: 0402 362 443/9842 2261
Coordinator: Sherry
Assistants: Clare
OSHClub Head Office: 03 85649000
All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is Free!! Please create an account online at www.oshclub.com.au all bookings and
cancellations can also be managed via your online account. For on the day bookings please contact the Coordinator direct at the program.

PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS

& Icy Tubes -$1.00
Friday Recess – woah……

Welcome Back BBQ
Thanks heaps to all the groovy kids for
helping on the night,
& on the BBQ. So much free love!
This is what makes us great. Mmwah!!

To all those that have sent back their Term 1 Activities Helper Form thanks heaps!
Anyone that was interested in Hot Dog Day will be contacted soon.

Hot Dog Meal Day coming…
Friday 10 March

You’re invited to the next PA Meeting
On Friday 3 March @ 1.30pm.
Did we get ya? C’mon……..

DONVALE BASKETBALL CLUB – News & Views!
The Donvale Primary Basketcases – News & Views!
Open Girls played the first game of the season on Monday against Boroondara Park. The girls are still gelling as a
team, but showed some good team play and shooting to win 21 - 12.
U9 Dragons - the boys had another big victory winning 31 to 6. Some great passing & teamwork on the fast breaks.
U11 Devils – The Devils made an amazing start, combining well to get away to a decent lead. They continued their
great teamwork and were rewarded with a win! Well done boys & Liz!
Great game by the Dingoes – Noah L was very resilient after getting up after a spectacular fall and Darren shot his
first goal for Donvale. Bad luck for this game dingoes, good luck this week.
Training roster: Thursday 23rd February - Dingoes to train at school today.

Birthday Wishes To
Holly v d B, Samuel C, Kade W, Abigail O, Amelie Y, Sophie S
Who are celebrating birthdays from the 24th Feb to 2 March

The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers
do not endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No
representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or
completeness of the information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the
advertisers.

DONVALE MAGPIES AUSKICK 2017

(KINDER TO GRADE 4)
REGISTRATIONS NOW OPEN
When: Donvale Magpies Auskick star ts on Satur day Mar ch 25 th, 2017. It
runs every Saturday from 9:00am to 10:30am, during the school terms. There
are 15 sessions in total.
Where: Donvale Reser ve, Noonan Way, Donvale
Key highlights of our program include: AFL player visits, Auskicker of the
week Awards, Special Mothers vs Auskickers Match and Dads vs Auskickers
Match. There is also a Presentation Day at the end of the season with all the
children receiving a trophy and certificate; with a fully catered breakfast
supplied.
Registration is now open go to http://www.aflauskick.com.au/register/ and
follow the prompts.
For further details contact
Rodney Currie -Auskick Coordinator.
Ph: 0448 057 512 or email rodneycurrie@optusnet.com.au

FOSTER CARERS NEEDED
If you have thought about foster care, please get in touch
and
ask the questions you have always wanted to.
Ring: Key Assets 1800 932 237 or 1800 WE CARE
Email: info@keyassets.com.au

Beverley Hills Junior Football Club
Registrations now open.
(flyers at school office)
Or visit www.aflauskick.com.au

Web: canifoster.com.au or keyassets.com.au

