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16th February 2017

FROM THE PRINCIPAL - Lena Clark

Our Values
Respect
Responsibility
Resilience
Compassion

Quot e of
t he week :

In times when children are ever increasingly being diagnosed with different
types of food allergies, schools are expected to put into place protocols and
procedures that work to protect its students from exposure to any harm. At
Donvale PS, our students are made aware of the impact that sharing of food
may have on their fellow students. They understand that unwittingly a child
may suffer an allergic reaction as a consequence to sharing food. As such, our
students are very much aware that sharing food is something that we just don’t
do. This understanding allows our anaphylactic sufferers to come to school and
feel safe in their environment. It also serves to provide parents of anaphylactic
children a strong sense of reassurance that their child is safe and their needs
are being supported whilst at school. It is for this reason and others that I now
ask that no food stuff be brought to schools by parents to share with their
child’s class as part of a birthday celebration or for any other reason unless
otherwise determined. Whilst there may not be any anaphylactic students in
your child’s class, the other issue of handing out food to students without
gaining parent permission may also cause a concern amongst some. Further,
whilst we are not explicitly a ‘nut free’ school, we also ask parents to be
considerate when choosing to provide foods which contain high levels of nuts
in their child’s morning tea and /or lunches. If there is a child in your child’s
class who suffers from allergic reactions to particular foods, you will be
informed and asked not to include the particular food into your child’s
lunchbox. I’m sure you will agree that this is a logical course of action and your
support will be greatly appreciated. As we appreciate that children like to
acknowledge and celebrate their birthdays with their friends at school, I do not
want to spoil such opportunities for anyone. As such, I would suggest items
such as stickers, small play toys, pencils, books etc. can be brought along as
treats to be shared.
On another matter, I ask that if parents are bringing items to school that their
child may have forgotten at home such as drink bottles, homework, lunches,
hat, and notices etc. that parents firstly make their way to the office to register
their presence in the school. This is a safety requirement of the school and the
Education Department as we are expected to account for people on the
school premises at all times. If, for example, an emergency occurred at the
school, all persons on the school grounds during this time can be traced and
accounted for. This procedure not only allows the school to comply with its
safety expectations but it also minimises disruptions to classes. I thank you for
your support in this matter and know that you understand the rationale behind
this expectation.

‘Get to know you’ parent / teacher meetings: This week, parents have been invited to meet with
their child’s teacher/s to discuss any relevant information regarding your child that will support the
teacher/s in better planning a more personalised teaching and learning program. Thank you to the parents
who have taken the time to make appointments to meet with the teachers. The teachers very much
welcome this chance to introduce themselves to you and to begin the ‘get to know you’ process.
Playground Committee: In 2015, a group of wonderful parents worked together in enabling an
upgrade of our junior school playground. During this time, the upgrade was divided into two phases with
Phase 1 being completed and Phase 2 awaiting further funding. With the ongoing work of our PA and
their fundraising efforts, coupled with the money raised at the end of last year from the Art Show, the
school is now in a position to begin implementing Phase 2 of the work. The second phase plans included
incorporating more play equipment into the junior school playground. In order to move forward with
this development, I would like to once again, bring together a ‘Playground Committee’ whose role will be
to see the second phase plans come to fruition. The more parents we have involved, the more ideas we
will be able to share and develop ensuring a playground for our children that will provide adventure,
creativity and curiosity. The committee will meet as required and flexibility to suit parents will most
certainly be a part of how we operate. If you are interested in participating in this committee and helping
the school with this upgrade, I would very much appreciate it if you contacted me asap. I look forward to
a very productive time with this committee over the coming months.
Welcome Back BBQ / DPS 50th Birthday:

This year, our school celebrates its 50th birthday. This is a wonderful occasion which we aim to celebrate
with various events throughout the year. The first event is taking place next Monday 20 th February where
you are invited to come along to our annual ‘Welcome Back BBQ.’ The Bushwahzee Band will entertain
us with 60’s inspired music taking us back to the decade which saw the opening of Donvale Primary
School. Parents and students are encouraged to come along dressed in outfits from the 60’s decade. The
evening commences from 5.00pm at the school. Feel free to bring along a picnic rug, some nibbles /
snacks and drink to help enjoy the evening and relax with us all. Our wonderful Parents Association will
also be cooking a yummy BBQ so you can enjoy a delicious sausage in bread or hamburger (or two!) We
hope that you will be able to join in the fun filled evening that will not only celebrate the new school year
but also celebrate our school’s 50th birthday!
During this day, all our students will be involved in a music and dance workshop again presented by the
‘Bushwahzee Band’. The workshop titled, ‘The 60’s Happening’ will take the children on a journey
through the 60’s era where they will experience music and dance from this very special decade. I know
that it will be a wonderful experience for the children which they will share with us during the evening
Welcome Back BBQ. Thank you to Mrs Keep, our Performing Arts teacher, for organising this event.
I hope you’re having a wonderful week.

Lena Clark

February
Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

13

14

15

16

17

Foundation Testing Day

3.45-6.00: ‘Get to know

Foundation students full
time

3.45-5.30
6.00-8.00: ’Get to know you’
Parent/Teacher meetings

you’ Parent/Teacher
meetings

7.00: Foundation Info Night
20
21
Level 5/6 Family Life sessions

22

23

24

Foundation Testing Day

10.00-12.30: District
swimming

All day: GRIP Leadership
Conference for School
Captains at Melb Convention
Centre

9.30am-3.30: Bushwahzee
Incursion - ‘60’s show’
5.00-8.00pm: Welcome
BBQ
27

28

Level 5/6 Family Life sessions

March
Mon

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

2
All day: Grade 5/6 students
Interschool Sports Day

3

7

8

9

10
Meal Deal Day

13

14

15

16

17
Regional Swimming

20

21

22

23
All day: Grade 5/6 students
Interschool Sports Day

24

27

28

29

30
Back up Round Robin
Sports Day for Grades 5/6

31
Last day Term 1: 2.30
dismissal

6
All day: Grade 5/6 Family
Life Sessions

Tue

Sat

Divisional Swimming

25
9.00-12.00:
Lighthouse
Community Service
Working Bee

GENERAL
School Fees and Bulk Billing
Just a reminder that Fees and Term 1 Bulk Billing payments are now due.

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY DPS
WHAT: To celebrate our 50th birthday we invite all members of
our wonderful community to take part in creating a
Commemorative Art piece. This includes students, parents,
teachers and friends of the school.

WHEN: Welcome Back BBQ - Monday 20th February from
5:00pm

HOW: Come along to the work table set up at the BBQ and
simply leave your shoeprint in a soft clay tile that will be fired
and coloured to create
our magnificent school
mosaics.

See you there!
Ms. Deb De Stefanis
Visual Arts Teacher

SUSTAINABILITY NEWS - Mr Garcia
Hello parents and students. We have much coming up at Donvale Primary School
linked to our sustainability program. Here is a list of some of our upcoming events.


Litter Agreement

All students have signed an agreement to keep classrooms and the outside areas free
of rubbish. The litter agreements will be displayed in the classroom and presented at
assembly on Friday the 24th February.


Leaders and Captains

Donvale Primary School is in the process of allocating ‘Environmental Leaders and Captains’ for 2017.
Some of their responsibilities include keeping the classroom tidy and helping with the school’s recycling
duties. Stay tuned for the official announcement.


Wednesday Gardening Club

In the upcoming weeks a Gardening Club will be established during Wednesday’s at lunchtime. All
students are free to join in and help with planting and maintaining our school
garden. Some of the produce may be used in a farmer’s market at the end of the
term.


Rubbish Free Friday’s

In the upcoming weeks a ‘Rubbish Free Friday’ program will be established, encouraging students to bring
a wrapper free lunch to school. The aim is for each grade to bring little to no wrappers to school on
Friday. The grade winner will be announced at assembly.
Thank you very much for your support.
Christian Garcia

Program Update
Dear families,
Welcome to Term one. We hope you all had a safe and relaxing holiday period. It has been great to hear about all the fun
and exciting things the children have been up to over the holidays.
What’s on next week: We will celebrate Random Acts of Kindness Week and Valentine’s, so we have variety of
interesting activities related, such as Kindness Brick Wall, 100 acts of kindness, Valentine's Day Cards! There will be yoga,
crafts and we will even be learning how to do the Freeze Dance! Kids were able to vote from a selection of activities and we
have planned the week according to their votes. The first voted activity is a dance competition.
Next week we will host a children catch-up meeting to learn about the children’s ideas about our programs and activities
and which they prefer.
Staff: This term we welcome Sherry Shojaei as our new permanent coordinator at the program. Sherry is currently
studying a Diploma of Children’s services and has been working for OSHClub for 8 months. She has studied a Masters and
Bachelor of Art and Drama. She has been yoga trainer for 10 years. She also has many years’ experience in children services.
Sherry brings a wealth of knowledge to the program and we are looking forward to having her as a permanent member of
the team.
Remember bookings can be made right until 12am the night before. You can book on the day by calling or leaving the
text message but there will be an extra charge of $3.00 for bookings within 24 hours. If you’re ever stuck and would like
your child to attend OSH After School Care you can call or leave a message on 0402 362 443 and we will get back to
you. For some reason if you need to cancel your child from attending the after school care session you can cancel online
if it is before 24 hours or leave a text message on the program phone (0402362443/98422261) if it is on the day.

Please remember to update your contact details (especially phone numbers and addresses) on the enrolment form if there is any change. This can be done online at
www.oshclub.com.au

Monday
Before Care
Activities

Tuesday

Kindness Brick Wall OSHCLUB Rules
Book
Valentine's
Day
Discuss what is a
Craft

good role model
Animal masks
After Care
Activities

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Outdoor free play

Balloon Races

Animal Tag

Yoga

Pairs of Kindness
Valentine's Day
Cards

I Love You This
Much

Cricket

Children's Catch up
meeting

100 acts of kindness The need to 'love'
Freeze Dance
Soccer Skills course

All About Me

(Random acts of) Create your own TV
show
Kindness Cards

OSHC program phone: 0402 362 443/9842 2261
Coordinator: Sherry
Assistants: Clare
OSHClub Head Office: 03 85649000
All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is Free!! Please create an account online at www.oshclub.com.au all bookings and
cancellations can also be managed via your online account. For on the day bookings please contact the Coordinator direct at the program.

PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS

Icy Tubes for $1 - Friday Recess.
In the interest of healthier choices,
Quelch IcyTubes are now being offered for Friday Recess Treats.
They have 50% less sugar than icypoles & are made of fruit juice….
Plus they’re delicious!

Welcome Back BBQ
60’s theme. Groovy baby

Awesome 60’s moments include Spiderman making his debut as a superhero.
First man landed on the moon.
Chubby Checker introduced the world to the Twist!
Take a trip to DPS & enjoy the vibe with music, BBQ & family dancing!

Meal Deal Day coming………….Friday 10 March

DONVALE BASKETBALL CLUB – News & Views!
Destroyers played a great first game in Open boys division to take the win. They worked hard to get the ball down to the basket
considering some players have never played together as a team. Well done boys.

Under 11 boys - Dingoes played well for their first game despite the loss. They played with determination and really worked
together as a team. Congratulations to Darren who played his first game for his new school.

The Dragons had a fantastic start to their season in the U9 A grade division, with an impressive 47 to 0 win against Milgate.
Every player scored multiple goals. Welcome to Derek, who played his first basketball game and scored 4 points.

Diamonds had a tough first game up against the OLOP Opals. The girls have never played as a team together so it will take a
few weeks to get our groove on!!! We're looking forward to everyone putting in their best effort this week!

U9 Dinosaurs – The boys combined well for a great win in their first game as a team, scoring 32 points all up! It was great to see
good passing and listening and genuine excitement all round when Angus P scored his first two goals ever. Well done boys!

U11 Devils – Congratulations to the Devils on a great team game! It’s not always easy playing together as a new team, but the
boys combined well and came away with a good win. Great effort from everyone!

U/11 Girls Daisies - A great start to the year for the Daisies. As the girls got to know the way each other plays, they managed to
have a really good 20-0 win. Indi M scored 8 points, Amelia S 6 points and Allie E 2 points. Ashleigh F scored 4 points, was great
in defence and was awarded the first Daisy of The Week for 2017.

Training roster:
Thursday 16th February -

Devils to train at school today
Destroyers training at DISC

Birthday Wishes To
Christopher F, Lucas M, Paul D, Ava H
Who are celebrating birthdays from the 17th to 23rd Feb

The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers do not endorse the products
or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to
the accuracy or completeness of the information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the advertisers.

