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Qu ote of t he wee k:

15th December 2016

FROM THE PRINCIPAL - Lena Clark
It seems just like yesterday that I was writing the final newsletter for the year
and here it is again, the end of another school year upon which has seemingly
just flown by. It certainly has been yet another busy year and we have
accomplished much. When I reflect on the events and happenings of 2016, I feel
slightly exhausted but extremely proud of all our achievements. Our community
has worked together to continue to provide outstanding learning opportunities
for all our students.
This year, we say goodbye to three of our teachers; Helen Tombolato, Jesamine
Chin and Bev Wright. Mrs Tombolato will be working part time at another
school teaching Italian, Mrs Chin will continue to work at our DPS as a relieving
teacher and Mrs Wright will be retiring from teaching. Mrs Tombolato only
joined us this term and during this short time, has made a huge impact on us all.
We have very much enjoyed her enthusiasm, warmth and everlasting positive
attitude. I know that she will be a fabulous language teacher at her new school –
they are lucky to have her. Mrs Chin has been one of our team of Foundation
teachers this year who has done a wonderful job in supporting our newest
members of our community through their first year of primary schooling. It has
been wonderful having Mrs Chin on our teaching staff this year. Mrs Wright, as
mentioned in a previous newsletter, will be retiring after 45 years of teaching.
This is an outstanding achievement and certainly one that must be recognised
and acknowledged. We aim to do this at our final assembly next Tuesday – I
hope you can be there to share in the celebration. On behalf of the Donvale PS
community, we wish Mrs Wright, Mrs Chin and Mrs Tombolato all the very
best as they embark on their new ventures and thank them for their time and
commitment to their roles at Donvale PS.
As mentioned in previous newsletters, next year we will be welcoming two new
class teachers – Ms Isobel Mackay and Mr Jonathon Tapper. Please make sure to
say hello should the opportunity arise. We are all very much looking forward to
welcoming them to our school and getting to know them more. Next Monday,
all our students will have the opportunity to meet with their teachers for 2017.
Students will be in their classrooms with their classmates for the first time in
readiness for the 2017. This is a very exciting time for all our students and
teachers as we look forward to the new year and the development of new and
positive relationships. Thank you to all the staff for their support in developing
the class structures for next year. As I’m sure you can appreciate, this is a very
difficult and time consuming process with many considerations taken into

account. Many hours of work has gone into developing the classes and appreciate the respect from
parents that the decisions are final.
Congratulations to our newly elected 2017 School Captains and Vice Captains – Kate, Ben, Anise and
Jackson. A special handover ceremony will be taking place at next Tuesday’s final assembly for the year.
Thank you to our outgoing School Captains and Vice Captains – Rose, Josh, Holly and Tomy. They have
been exemplary role models and leaders during their time in the roles. I know they will continue to be
great students and stand up leaders as they make their way to secondary school.
We send all our best wishes to our Year 6 students who leave us this year to continue their educational
journey into the secondary sector. We look forward this evening to their Graduation ceremony which is
shaping up to be a wonderful event where we have the opportunity to recognise and acknowledge all
their achievements. It is always a very proud time for both parents and staff. A very big thank you to Mr
Reiter, Mr Chigros-Xeni and Mrs Wallis for their hard work in planning and organising the ceremony – it
is going to be such a great celebration. Thank you to Tam Smith for lending his expertise with the
choreographing and thankyou to Kerry Gerraty for helping with the songs. Thank you the parents on the
Graduation Committee, particularly Loula Tarenidis, Karen Moule and Donna Moulton for all their
amazing support in helping with the planning and preparations – just outstanding! Thank you also Jenny
and Aaron Raftopoulos who are the official photographers on the night, and thank you to Andrew Sherar
for his support with the lighting for the event. All your help is so very much appreciated. Of course,
congratulations to all our Year 6 students whom I’m sure will simply shine on the stage tonight. To all the
graduates, please make sure you don’t forget us. Come and visit us when you get the chance next year.
We would love to see you again and hear how you are going.
As another year draws to a close, I look forward to the 2017 school year where we will be celebrating
the school’s 50th birthday. It certainly is going to be a very special year for Donvale Primary with many
celebrations already being planned by School Council. More information on this will be provided early in
the new year.
Next year, I am pleased to announce that we will be continuing with our Visual Arts, Performing Arts,
Physical Education and Mandarin Language Specialist Programs - all with dedicated specialist teachers and
all outstanding programs. Our Science and Sustainability program will step up with a more structured and
community inclusive approach implemented. Stay tuned for more on this early in the new year. Mr Ian
McKinlay (Assistant Principal) will again be full time out of a class where one of his responsibilities will be
to continue to implement the very successful Literacy intervention support program he commenced this
year. This program provides another level of support for our junior students who require some more
intensive learning to allow them to achieve outcomes expected of them for their year level. Our fully
updated Computer Lab in the middle building will provide up to date access to computer technologies to
all our students which also includes the use of iPads and other devices across all year levels. The school is
purchasing 32 new iPads to service all classes in our junior school. This is in addition to the 16 we
currently have.
We are certainly continuing with our forward direction in building Donvale PS and with your ongoing
support, this forward direction will continue into 2017 and beyond.
I would like to finish off my final Snippets Principal’s Report for 2016 by sending out a huge thank you to
all the staff of Donvale PS. They are an outstanding team of people who work tirelessly to provide the

Thank you for your support and a wonderful year!
Thank you also to our community for another terrific year. I look forward to celebrating our
achievements with you all at our annual ‘Carols on the Lawn’ next Monday evening. I can’t think of a
better way for our community to get together to celebrate and enjoy all we have achieved together for
our great school.
I wish all our families a very safe, healthy and happy holiday break. I look forward to seeing you all again
in the New Year.
Best Wishes

Lena Clark

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - Ian McKinlay
Leaders in the making:
Tonight at the Graduation I will have the great pleasure of talking about the wonderful student leaders
we have had at Donvale this year. I will mention how competently they have accepted the responsibility
of being a role model to the younger students in the school through their exemplary behaviour. I will
remind them that of course you do not have to be wearing a badge to be a leader at our school. Anyone
who observes our school values of Respect, Responsibility, Resilience and Compassion is a leader in their
own right. For those students who proudly wear a leadership badge I will ask them to keep it in a safe
place over the coming years as a reminder of the trust and faith that was placed in them at such a young
age. It is hoped that this will inspire them to put themselves forward for future leadership positions as
they arise. The graduating students as a group have set a fine example for others in the school to follow.
They have been an absolute pleasure to work with and have impressed us all with their thoughtfulness,
creativity and sincerity. The Graduating class of 2016 has much to be proud of. I wish them all well and
look forward to hearing about their future successes.
I would like to wish all families a joyful Christmas and a safe and happy time together over the Summer
break. Thanks again for your support this year and I look forward to working with you all again in 2017.

Ian McKinlay

December

19

20

‘Meet the Teacher Day’

Last day Term 4:

Foundation class parties

15

16

5.30pm onwards: Grade

11.00-11.45: Parent

6 Graduation

Morning Thank You Tea

12.45: Assembly
1.30 dismissal

6-8pm: Carols on the
lawn

To all our Parent Helpers
You are invited to a morning tea tomorrow, Friday 16th December
from 11.00 - 11.45 in the Senior Building with staff
We look forward to this opportunity of saying a personal thank
you for all your assistance during the year in supporting our many
wonderful programs and activities.

Carols Night

Monday 19 December
6.00 – 8.00pm at Donvale
BYO picnic
Santa will be arriving at 7.30pm!

GENERAL
Our last day will look like this…
9 – 11: Classrooms
11 – 11.30: Recess
11.30-12.40: Classrooms
12.45-1.30: Assembly

Lost Property
The lost property is overflowing with lost items. Please make sure you check if
anything belongs to your child. Lost property will be cleared on the last day of
school.
Thomas W in FHN has lost his school hat. It is named, please check the labels on your child’s hat to see
if they haven't got Thomas’s by mistake. If found, please return it to him. Thank you.

STAFFING FOR 2017 ...
LEADERSHIP
Principal

Lena Clark

Assistant Principal

Ian McKinlay

Principal Office
Assistant Principal Office

ADMINISTRATION
Business Manager

Samantha Browne

Admin Office

Office Manager

Wendy Cheesman

Admin Office

JUNIOR SCHOOL
Grade
FHN

Teacher

Time Fraction/Days

Sarah Hodgson

MON, TUES, WED

Rochelle Nicks

THURS, FRI

FD

Meagan Dickson

FULL TIME

1/2 R

Michelle Rassias

MON, TUES, WED

1/2 V
1/2 M
1/2 T

Lia Richardson

THURS, FRI

Jayde Valentine

FULL TIME

Isobel Mackay

FULL TIME

Jonathon Tapper

FULL TIME

Alanna Hodgens

MON, TUES, WED

MIDDLE SCHOOL
3/4H

Michael Hogg

THURS, FRI

3/4G

Christian Garcia

FULL TIME

3/4B

Tasmin Brown

FULL TIME

5/6R

Peter Reiter

FULL TIME

5/6W

Emily Wallis

FULL TIME

5/6C

Michael Chigros-Xeni

FULL TIME

SENIOR SCHOOL

SPECIALIST STAFF
ICT/Reporting & Assessment
LOTE (Mandarin)

Rick Gordon

WED

Serina Lee

TUES,WED,THURS

Anthea Keep

TUES,WED,THURS

Debora DeStefanis

TUES,WED,THURS

P.E. /Sport
Education Support Officer

Michael Hogg
Toni Grimes

MON, TUES, WED
FULL TIME

Education Support Officer

Caroline Collins

FULL TIME

Education Support Officer

Rita Luccisano

FULL TIME

Education Support Officer

Mary Krcevinac

FULL TIME

Education Support Officer
Library Technician

Melissa Olson
Mei Lun

Performing Arts
Visual Arts

School Psychologist
Speech Therapist
Student Wellbeing Officer
OSHC Program
ICT TSI (Technician)

TBA
TBA
Chantelle Olafsen
TBA (Co-ordinator)
Andrew Simpson

PART TIME - Friday
TUES
TBA
TBA
TUES & FRI
MON - FRI
WED

Mandarin Messages (hàn yǔ xìn xī) - Serina Lee (李老师 lǐ lǎo shi)
2016年12月15日
How amazing that we have arrived at the end of the academic year so quickly! 2016 has really flown by and I am so proud of each
and every student for putting in lots of effort to continue learning Mandarin this year!
This term saw Foundation students learning about farm animals and talking about where they live. Grade One and Two students
successfully learned about classical Chinese gardens and designed some fantastic moon gate views of their own Chinese garden.
The Grade Three and Four students tempted their tastebuds by learning more about different types of noodles. Finally, Grade
Five and Six students broadened their knowledge on Chinese food, learning about the eight major Chinese cuisines and the characteristics of food from different regions in China. It has been a wonderfully busy and successful term!

Grade One and Two students did a brilliant job on depicting the elements of a classical Chinese garden!

Congratulations to members of the Mandarin Music Group for all their hard work on Wednesday lunchtimes and
to those members who were able to perform at the Celebration Concert!
2016 Mandarin
Music Group

Ebony, Matin, Abigail,
Chloe, Rosana, Charlotte,
Elizabeth, Jaymes, Eva and
Karli (absent)

MANDARIN CHALLENGE

恭喜！恭喜！
Congratulations to the following students who answered the last
Question of the Fortnight correctly and accurately in Mandarin!
The answer was:
I come from Australia. How about you?

Elizabeth C.
Charlotte M.

春节

(chūn jié )

Max M.
Caitlin F.

James T.

Ruby Y.

Charlotte F.

Coco C.

Spring Festival (Lunar New Year)

2017年1月 28日(28th January 2017)
Next year the Lunar or Chinese New Year is taking place earlier than it did this year. As a result, many areas around Melbourne will be holding festivals before the academic school year begins. The one in Melbourne Chinatown is worth the experience if only once in your life! The following website will be updated to reflect the festivals taking place around Melbourne and the rest of Australia: http://www.chinesenewyear.com.au/

Wishing all Donvale families a safe, fun and happy holiday season!
Happy New Year

新年快乐!
xīn nián kuài lè
Serina Lee (李老师 lǐ lǎo shi)

Program Update
Dear families,
The last full week of the term has been full of conversations about plans for Christmas and holidays. We have had some Christmas craft
and our tree has slowly had things added to it. It’s been a slow but festive OSHClub. Many of the children have been coming in looking
forward to the end of term party we plan to have. We have flexible plans for the day and would love to hear some ideas from students
and parents.
A reminder that OSHClub will be operating at 1:30pm when school is dismissed on the last day of term so children can be booked in and
come as usual. We look forward to having a lot of fun on the day and we wish everyone a great Christmas and holidays. Thanks to all the
children and parents for the kind presents we have received.
I would also like to say my positive thoughts will be with the year 6’s moving into secondary school. I’m sure you will love the difference
between primary and secondary and thrive at your new schools. Maybe when I finish my course I will be ready to teach some of you in
secondary school. All the best, it has been an absolute pleasure having you at OSHClub.
Merry Christmas, have a great new years and we look forward to seeing you all next year.
Thanks for coming to OSHClub,
Jacob =)
Remember bookings can be made right until 12pm the night before, or you can book on the day by calling or leaving the
text message but there will be an extra charge of $3.00 for bookings within 24 hours. If you’re ever stuck and would like
your child to attend OSH After School Care you can call me or leave a message on 0402 362 443 and I will get back to
you. For some reason if you need to cancel the child from attending the after school care session you can cancel online if
it is before 24 hours or leave a text message on the program phone (0402362443/98422261) if it is on the day.

Please remember to update the contact details (Especially the phone
numbers and address) on the enrolment form if there is any change.This can
be done online at www.oshclub.com.au
Monday
Before Care
Activities

After Care
Activities

Tuesday

Ball Tiggy

Planning the
afternoon party.

Karaoke

End of Year and
Christmas Party

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Holidays

Holidays

Holidays

Holidays

Holidays

Holidays

OSHC program phone: 0402 362 443 / 9842 2261
Coordinator: Jacob (acting coordinator)
Assistants: Clare
OSHClub Head Office: 03 85649000
All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is Free!! Please create an account online at www.oshclub.com.au
all bookings and cancellations can also be managed via your online account. For on the day bookings please contact the Coordinator direct
at the program.

PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS

Frozen Fruits brought to you by the SRC
Friday Recess. Berry-licious!

CAROLS ON THE LAWN
or BYO picnic dinner
Monday 19 December
6—8pm

Thanks to all our DPS community for your contribution to our 2016
fundraisers.
DPS has purchased 4 tent marquees in House Colors due to your
support.
The School will use the marquees during Athletic Days, Meal Deals
& other events to stay cool or dry.

DONVALE BASKETBALL CLUB – News & Views!

U11 Girls - Great win for the Diamonds this week. This now leads them into the Grand final against
OLOP Poppies. The girls will need that little bit more fight for Saturday's match. Good luck Diamonds
and "may the odds be ever in your favour."
U9 Dynamites - After a dominant performance in the Preliminary Final the Dynamites have won through
to the Grand Final this coming weekend. Good luck in the final Dynamites!

GRAND FINAL SATURDAY! We have four teams playing in Grand Finals at DISC on Saturday and
wish them the best of luck!!
10:30am – U11 Girls – Diamonds
12:30pm – U11 Boys – Dunkers
1:30pm – U9 Boys – Dynamites
2:30pm – U9 Boys - Dribblers
Congratulations to all of our teams who have trained and played hard throughout the year. Rest up
over the holidays and come back refreshed and ready to go again in 2017.

Big thanks to our coaches, team managers, scorers and supporters – we couldn’t do basketball at
Donvale the way we do without all of you!
And thank you to everyone that attended and helped out at our End of Year Celebration/Presentation
Night on Tuesday! It was a great way to finish up the year 

The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers
do not

endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No

representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or
completeness of the

information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the

advertisers.

Birthday Wishes To
All the students
Who are celebrating birthdays over the holidays

