
It’s been a pleasure and a privilege to be the Acting Principal for the past 2 

weeks. Moving around the school it has struck me just how much is going on in 

our school community at any one time. Well they say busy is good! In no     

particular order I have been very impressed with the enthusiasm and energy 

that has been directed towards the following activities. 

 

Science: Great use is being made of the Science Lab as the different levels of 

the school rotate their classes through it. The room with its new furniture has a 

distinct High School feel to it. Only missing the Bunsen Burner at this stage! It’s 

great to see all the hands-on activities taking place with solids liquids and gases. 

 

Trivia Night: Our hardworking PA is busy putting together the final touches 

for the Trivia Night on Saturday 30th July. They are to be commended  for the 

creative items for the Silent Auction that they have put together. Watch this 

space! To allow them time to set up we will be running an earlier Assembly on 

Friday 29th July starting at 2.40 p.m. 

 

Beijing: Also in this newsletter is a report from our Mandarin teacher Miss Lee 

who during the holidays visited China to spend time with other teachers from 

all around the world to further their skills. You will enjoy reading about her   

experience and possibly want to make a trip there yourself. I know I do. I     

commend Miss Lee for her hard work and dedication to her teaching of      

Mandarin. 

 

State Schools Spectacular: Yesterday Mr Reiter and 15 of our Level 5/6   

students took part in a rehearsal at the Melbourne Town Hall for the upcoming 

State Schools Spectacular. This is a wonderful opportunity for our students to 

dance and sing in a cast comprising 1300 students. Thanks to Mr Reiter and 

Kerry Gerraty for preparing our students so well in this exciting adventure. 

 

Donvale Magpies: I was very proud to hear that 3 of our boys recently won 

awards with the Donvale Magpies Football Club. Alex B (U 9), Jackson Co 

(U10), and Khian N (U11) all won the Delta Award for their respective teams. I 

have been told that….The Delta award is for the best club man. It is not the MVP 

but the child that always is there at training early, and late. Always working hard.    
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Our Values 

 Respect 

 Responsibility 

 Resilience 

 Compassion 

From The Acting Principal - Ian McKinlay 



Always looking after his team mates. Helping them up when they have been knocked down and encouraging them 

when needed. We are so proud that our Donvale students are carrying their school values with them into 

their activities outside the school grounds. Well done boys! 

 

Basketball: At last week’s assembly we highlighted the excellent efforts of 88 of our students who play 

basketball on a Saturday. We also thanked the various coaches of the teams and Marita Warner for her 

excellent coordination of the program over the past 5 years. We all know it’s more than a game. The  

social skills that are built through this team sport are invaluable. Congratulations to everyone involved. 

There is a full report of each team’s success further in this newsletter. 

 

Well another busy week in the Donvale School community. We hope Mrs Clark has had a wonderful trip 

and we look forward to welcoming her back next week. 

Have a great week. 

 

Ian McKinlay 

Delta Awards for 2015 was awarded to each team. 

 

U9 - Alex Buckle 

U10 - Jackson Cowell 

U11 - Khian Negri 



July 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  

18 

 

 

19 

2.30:  Art           

Committee meeting 

20 

 

 

21 

 

 

22 

Foundation - 100 days of school    

celebration (certificates at           

assembly) 

 

25 

 

 

26 

2.15-3.15:  Level 3/4 

Gymnastic Program 

 

27 

7pm—School 

Council Meeting 

 

28 

 

 

29 

Foundation Hands on Science     

Incursion 

12.30-1.30:  Sport clinic for level 5/6 

30 

Trivia Night 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

1 

2.15-3.15:  1/2 Gymnastic 

Program 

2 

2.15-3.15:  Level 3/4 

Gymnastic Program 

9.30-3.00:  Senior Girls 

Football at              

Templestowe Reserve 

3 

Lunchtime:  Jnr Chef  

4 5 

12.30-1.30:  Sport clinic for 

level 5/6 

 

 

8 

2.15-3.15:  1/2 Gymnastic 

Program 

9 

2.15-3.15:  Level 3/4 

Gymnastic Program 

10 11 12 

Book Fair 

9.00-1030:  Foundation 

Grandparents morning 

Meal Deal:  Pizza & drink 

15 

Book Fair 

2.15-3.15:  1/2 Gymnastic 

Program 

16 

Book Fair 

Junior (Gr 3/4)       

Hooptime 

17 

Book Fair 

 

 

18 

Book Fair 

19 

22 

2.15-3.15:  1/2 Gymnastic 

Program 

 

23 

2.15-3.15:  Level 3/4 

Gymnastic Program 

24 

Book Week Incursion for 

the whole school run by 

Meerkat Productions 

25 

 

26 

29 

2.15-3.15:  1/2 Gymnastic 

Program 

11.00-11.30:  Australian 

Youth Choir auditions 

30    

August 



GENERAL 

About the Applications Your Child May Be Using 
 

The internet is an integral part of young people’s lives. Used responsibly, 

the online environment is a great place for our children to socialise and 

maintain friendships, be entertained, download and watch music and 

movies, play games, to search for information and to learn. 

The ever changing nature of the internet can pose challenges for parents who wish to 

keep on top of their children’s technology use. While children might seem to be tech   

savvy, they still need a parent’s guiding hand to help make sure their online experience is 

positive and safe.  

Please refer to this website as it provides useful information on various popular           

applications. 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/esafety-information/games-apps-and-social-networking 

 

Michael Chigros-Xeni 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/esafety-information/games-apps-and-social-networking


WELL DONE TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS ... 

Student Awarded last week at assembly for ... 

Cyrus S Compassion 

Joshua F Compassion 

Charlotte F Responsibility 

Cameron D Compassion 

Connor R Resilience 

Stephanie B Compassion, respect 

Brody I Responsibility 

Aidan M Responsibility 

Harrison S Responsibility 

Melina A Compassion 

Jude O’ G Resilience 

Oliver P Responsibility 

Polly B Resilience 

Andrew C Responsibility 

Ruby V Responsibility 

Ella C Responsibility 



MATHS FUN AT HOME - Mr Reiter, Maths co-ordinator 



ART ROOM NEWS - Ms De Stefanis 

Our Work @ Fed Square 

This Saturday 23rd July, at Federation Square, 

there will be an art exhibition of students work 

from all over Victoria including Donvale Primary. 

The exhibition is open from 10:00am until 

4:30pm. At 2:30pm there will be a Grand    

Opening with special performances from     

dancers and entertainers. 

Year 5/6 students made work for the exhibition 

inspired by Cambodia. We did drawings of the 

differences between Australia and Cambodia 

then we printed them onto paper and made a 

large framed collage. The work will be for sale 

on the day and money raised will go to help 

Cambodian orphans.  

You are welcome to come to the Exhibition to 

view all the hard work we have put into our 

pieces. We hope to see you there! 

Chloe G, Maggie B, Scarlett H, Anise B 

Art Leaders 2016 



2016年7月21日 

时间过得很快! Time flies! As we get back into the swing of things for Term Three, I just wanted to 

share a little about my two weeks in Beijing.  

Mandarin Messages (hàn yǔ xìn xī)  - Serina Lee (李老师 lǐ lǎo shi) 

 

Oh no! What do I do? The road is SO wide and there are cars coming from so many directions! Worst of all, there 

are no pedestrian crossing lights! Panic. That was the initial feeling when I realised something as simple as crossing 

the road was going to take a lot of concentration and attention (definitely not a good time to play Pokemon Go). 

Don’t get me wrong, I have travelled to many places around the world and nothing beats Saigon (Ho Chi Minh 

City) for bringing on instant fear at the thought of weaving my way through the cars, motorcycles, trucks, buses, 

bikes and all that is in between to get to the other side of the road! However, this was BEIJING, the capital city of 

China with a population of over 21 million people – Australia has just over 24 million! It was my first time here 

and my first time back in China in four years. 

 

I spent Monday to Friday with my new friends and classmates – other Chinese teachers from all around 

the world – attending lectures on many different topics related to teaching Mandarin language and Chinese      

culture. These topics ranged from Mandarin grammar and Chinese character acquisition to Beijing opera and    

traditional brush painting, to Chinese economics and government systems. We also had an opportunity to share 

our teaching and learning experiences with each other. Teachers in the cohort came from backgrounds in primary 

teaching all the way up to university level. We came from various countries including Australia, America, Italy, 

Denmark, Switzerland, South Korea, Indonesia, Singapore, Russia, Sudan and New Zealand.  

 

After classes and on the weekend, many teachers split up into smaller groups and became tourists,      

exploring parts of Beijing that interested them most. I was fortunate enough to brave the summer heat (between 

33 to 36 degrees) and have the opportunity to visit many places I had hoped to visit sometime in my life. These 

included Tiananmen (天安门) and Tiananmen Square (天安门广场), The Forbidden City (故宫), The Summer 

Palace (颐和园), The Temple of Heaven (天坛), The Great Wall of China (长城), The Birds Nest Stadium 

also known as Beijing National Stadium (鸟巢) and The Water Cube also known as The National Aquatic Center 

(水立方). In addition to that, we explored some popular markets and night spots, ate many different foods – 

especially Peking Duck (Peking = Beijing) and immersed ourselves in everyday life in Beijing. 

 

Two weeks was enough time for me to develop a love for the city. Yes, there is a lot of pollution and the 

hazy skies were proof of that. However, there are also tree-lined streets everywhere you go and I felt very safe 

throughout my stay there. There are many tall and modern buildings and apartments all around but there are also 

many renovated or rebuilt houses and hutongs that see traditional or old China still existing amongst all the   

modernisation. I was there during the summer vacation period and wherever I went, I could see and hear people 

from all different parts of China (different Chinese accents or dialects). It was certainly a busy time, however I feel 

I made the most of my two weeks in Beijing and upon my return, I have a renewed passion for teaching Chinese! I 

am very grateful to have had the opportunity to participate in the teacher’s training program and have made many 

great memories to look back on! 

 



Snaps of my travels! 

Ms. Lee’s Beijing Adventures on YouTube 
There are many more videos to come on my YouTube channel. Bad internet connection and minimal 

time available after attending classes and being a tourist meant I did not have a chance to upload many 

videos yet. You can find my channel at: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZ2HP7yNEWo3I4u4GPzP-

Serina Lee (李老师 lǐ lǎo shi) 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZ2HP7yNEWo3I4u4GPzP-Mw


Donvale Junior Chef 

 

Wow! We are already well into Term 3 and many big pots are bubbling away in our Junior Chef HQ.  

Vicky and I were inspired by the school’s glorious veggie patch, full of beautiful green leaves, so we came 

up with a session to celebrate Mother Nature’s gifts: Tortellini with ricotta and plenty of healthy greens 

with fresh tomato sauce. 

Making tortellini requires good hand coordination and precision, it would 

normally suit older students. But we fancy a challenge! So we leave it open 

to everybody to join in. The class is on the 3rd of August, 10 spots to be 

filled, bring $5 to the office and Wendy or Sam will be happy to include 

you. 

 

 

The PARENTS COOKING  AT DONVALE PS session is almost full, few spots still available! It’ll be 

a 3 hour session during which we’ll make delicious fresh pasta from scratch, sipping prosecco and we 

might even have time for a creamy dessert!  

Possible dates are 25th of August, 1st of September or 8th of September. The cost of the session is $50. 

Join in the fun!! 

 

Chi cucina con me? 

Laura Emozione  

               Birthday Wishes To 
               

                  Abigaeyl B, Kate B, Georgia Rose G, Lilly Mc, Maggie B, Mira 

C 

                      

              Who are celebrating birthdays from the 22nd to 28th July 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjHvcDEo9PMAhXC56YKHf38Dg0QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ramblingteacher.com%2F2010_11_01_archive.html&psig=AFQjCNE4ywOnRlxY5Cdi3LXySCwKsx11cg&ust=1463099202980302


Program Update 

Dear families, 

What’s on next week?  Our focus for the program next week is on cooperation and collaboration.  The children will have the         

opportunity to be involved in various group games and leadership roles to assist them in developing these essential skills. 

We need your help!  We are looking for feedback from our families to help further improve our service.  If you have a suggestion on 

program activities, routines, food options or program improvements please let us know!  There is a notepad near our sign in desk where 

you are welcome to jot down your ideas. We would love to incorporate your ideas into the program. 

Remember bookings can be made right until 12pm the night before, or you can book on the day by calling or leaving the 

text message but there will be an extra charge of $3.00 for bookings within 24 hours. If you’re ever stuck and would like 

your child to attend OSH After School Care you can call me or leave a message on 0402 362 443 and I will get back to 

you. For some reason if you need to cancel the child from attending the after school care session you can cancel online if 

it is before 24 hours or leave a text message on the program phone (0402362443/98422261) if it is on the day. 

Please remember to update the contact details (Especially the phone num-

bers and address) on the enrolment form if there is any change. This can be 

done online at www.oshclub.com.au 

   Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

  

Before Care      

Activities 

 

Show and Tell 
  

Table Tennis 

  
Hama beads- AFL 

  
Silent ball 

  
Measurement         

activities 
  

Numbers hockey 

  
Go Fish 

  
Children ordering 

with Coles 
  

 

Monopoly 

Flinch Ball 

  

  

  

        After Care 

         Activities 

  
Memory challenge 

  
Science experiment 

  
Four corners 

  
Cooking: Carrot 

slice 
  

Playground      

Obstacle Course 

  
Whiteboard         

Pictionary 
  

Bath bomb making 
  

Gaelic football 

  
Bird craft 

  
Playground fun 

  
Team charades 

  
Funky dance        

competition 

OSHC program phone: 0402 362 443/9842 2261 

Coordinator: Kate 

Assistants: Clare 

OSHClub Head Office: 03 85649000 

All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is Free!! Please create an account online at www.oshclub.com.au all bookings and 

cancellations can also be managed via your online account. For on the day bookings please contact the Coordinator direct at the program. 

 

http://www.oshclub.com.au
http://www.oshclub.com.au/


Friday recess treats 

 

 

 
Lamingtons and  

for the brave - icy poles 

Both $1. Both delicious! 

Send your form and payment to confirm your Trivia Table  

Awesome night ahead! 

Saturday 30 July - $20 a ticket 

Rio Olympics theme.   

      Sport, general knowledge and music questions.   

                                A chance to show your singing talent.   

                               Prizes galore and many great silent auction items. 

 

PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS 

Don’t be fooled – your donation will make a difference. 

We are on the hunt for any DPS community business  

willing to donate a service or product – no matter how big or small –  

to be used to fundraise at the upcoming Trivia Night.   

Your business will be promoted on the night.  What a great             

opportunity to market to a captive audience!!  Contact Kim Merton 

with any contributions. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi9_uu-7PHNAhXDnZQKHUIYCn8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmelviewns.com%2F%3Fpage_id%3D103&psig=AFQjCNF8gZcdzO_OceVtDhnFs9BJgI8xUw&ust=1468547636164986


                        

  

 

 

 

Are you a Pizza Fan? 

You are in luck! 

Pizza Meal Deal - Friday 12 August.  Stay tuned.  

                        

  

 

 

 

 

Keep up the Freddo sales – money due back the end of AUGUST. 

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Even cats like to read. 

Book Fair is coming & we need helpers. 

If you can help out on any of the following days please leave your contact    

details at the office & we will be in touch –  

Thursday 11 August – set up day (approx. 9-12) 

Friday 12 August – before or after school sessions 

Monday 15 August – before or after school sessions 

It is a fun event that the kids love – we would love some new helpers! 



DONVALE BASKETBALL CLUB – News & Views! 

U11 Boys Destroyers - Welcome back boys! A great start to the season with an easy victory over OLOP. Special 
thanks to Spencer for filling in. 

 

U/9 Girls – Dolphins - The girls started this season with a really strong 10-0 win against Milgate. Abigail C top scored 
with 3 goals, while Allie E and Zara W also scored one each. The Dolphins applied some amazing defensive      
pressure and all the girls got involved. Special mention to Indi Grant who played really well in her first ever match. 

 

The Dunkers played a fantastic game this week and managed to win, despite some challenging moments throughout 
the game.  Well done on your first week back boys! 

 

The Dribblers had a great first game as a new team – lots of fantastic teamwork and although we lost 10-2, a great 
goal by Kade with just a few minutes left in the game got us on the scoreboard. 

 

The Daisies started the new season well with a win in the unfamiliar surrounds of Leeds Street. Was great to see 
Nikita, Charlotte and Jaimee all gaining confidence to dribble the ball, and all players putting up shots for goal. Best 
play of the day was clearing the ball from defence with three passes down the centre of the court resulting in a goal. 
Keep up the team work girls. 

 

U9 Boys Dynamites - A good start to the season with very competitive game and a great show of teamwork.  Well 
done to Riley in his first game. Keep up the good job everyone. 

 

The Diamonds would like to welcome Sophie S and Joanne W to the team. The girls played a great game and won 
their first game of the season.  Great job!  

 

U9 Daredevils:  What a great start to the new season! The boys showed such fantastic teamwork.  Congratulations 
to Hayden F who scored his first goal in his first game! 

  

The Dreamers had a hard first game back, losing against one of the top teams. But it was a great debut for our    
newest member, Elise - welcome to the team! 

Summing up last season... 
U9 Girls - Dreamers is made up of Grade 2s, Grade 1s and a couple of preppies. This was the first season all of these 
girls have played and they are coached by a first timer, Glenn Morris. They did enjoy a couple of wins. 
U9 Girls - Dolphins - coached by Jacinta Reed (Erwin girls). For most of this team it was their second season. The 
girls had a great season but unfortunately lost in the preliminary final. 
 
U9 Boys - Dribblers - coached by first timer Paul Maguire. Nearly all the Dribblers were brand new to basketball. 
They all enjoyed the season and learnt lots of new skills. They were unlucky not to make finals. 
U9 Boys - Dynamites - coached by Cassandra Buckle were made up of all Grade 1s. They all improved across the 
season. They did a great job in the preliminary final but lost to the Daredevils. 
U9 Boys - Daredevils - coached by John Tarenidis were made up of all Grade 2s. Their season was very competitive 
with Donburn Primary. They played their best game all season in the final and had a great win. Thanks to John for 
all his years coaching DPS teams. Enjoy your break. 
 
U11 Girls - Diamonds - coached by Kim Merton 
U11 Girls - Daisies - coached by Jacinta Reed This is the first time these girls have been separated into 2 even 
teams. The girls train together. The teams could not have been more even. Their 2 clashes were separated by less 
than 2 points. Daisies won the first during the season by 1. In the semi final it was the Diamonds turn by 2 points.. 
Diamonds went onto play in the Grand final but unfortunately had a loss.  



U11 Boys - Dunkers - coached by Liz Brown. Our most successful team. They have won 4 grand finals in a row. Our 
Grade 3 boys have dominated this division. This team have been put up into A/B division. 
U11 Boys - Destroyers - coached by Cassandra Buckle. Our Grade 4 boys had a very up and down season. They    
unfortunately lost in their preliminary final.  
 
Open Girls - Daffodils -coached by Den and Kim Merton. The open girls competition folded last season as they were 
not enough teams to play. Our girls went to a Bulleen run competition. This is a very tough competition. The girls 
did a great job to win the B grade final.  
Open Boys - Dinosaurs - coached by Maria Rodou. Open boys have played their final season in the Primary Schools 
competition. Thank you to Maria for coaching. The boys did a great job but lost their preliminary final in Overtime.  
 
We have 9 new players ready to start in Term 3.  
We will be running Come & Try sessions starting in Week 2 of Term 4 for anyone wanting to start playing in 2017. 
Keep an eye on Snippets for more information. 
 
All of the Basketballers and their parents would like to thank Marita Warner for her years of service as the Chief 
Organiser of all things Basketball. Enjoy your spare time Marita. She has handed over the reins to Leanne Maguire. 
We would like to thank all the parents who volunteer their time to make Basketball run successfully. 

Adver t is ing  
The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers do 

not  endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No representation, 

warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or completeness of the          

information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the advertisers.  

More information on the following       

advertising is available from the office: 

DC KIDZ CLUB  -  Deep Creek Anglican 

Church After school program on Fridays.         

4.30-7pm 

 


