
 

 

Anzac Day next Monday, is a day for us to celebrate the 

spirit of Australia and honour our many men and women who have lost their 

lives for our country. ANZAC Day is probably Australia's most important      

national occasion. This ANZAC day marks the 101st anniversary of the first  

major military action fought by Australian and New Zealand forces during the 

First World War. On April 25, 1915, the Australian and New Zealand forces 

landed on Gallipoli where they met fierce resistance from the Turkish           

defenders. At the end of 1915, over 8,000 Australian soldiers had been killed. 

News of the landing on Gallipoli had made a profound impact on Australians at 

home, and 25th April has become the day on which Australians remember the 

sacrifice of those who have died not only in the First World War but all the 

wars since and still. Although the Gallipoli landing failed in its military objectives, 

the Australian and New Zealand actions during the campaign left us all a     

powerful legacy. The creation of what became known as the ‘ANZAC legend’ 

has now become an important part of our national identity. I know that our 

families of Donvale PS will spend some time acknowledging and remembering 

our past and current service men and women.  

Earlier today I took our four school Captains to the Templestowe Memorial 

Reserve where they represented our school by attending the School’s Anzac 

Day service held by the Rotary Club of Templestowe. They joined around 800 

other school students in honouring our lost servicemen. The School Captains 

participated in a moving ceremony and had the opportunity to lay a wreath on 

behalf of our school. Our Captains represented our school proudly; they are 

wonderful leaders and role models to their fellow students. 

We look forward to our special Assembly tomorrow where our students and 

school community will take some time to acknowledge all our soldiers, past and 

present, on their commitment and dedication to our country. Unfortunately, I 

will not be in attendance at this Assembly. Mr McKinlay, along with our School 

Captains will lead the Assembly tomorrow.  

Amphitheatre: With school raised funds (thank you to our PA and    

community for the support), we have made plans to have a small amphitheatre 

built on the grassy area on the senior side of the school – basically in the spot 

where the children perform when we have our end of Carols on the Lawn 

evening. The amphitheatre will provide a wonderful sitting, performing and  
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viewing area for our school students and community to enjoy. It will also most certainly add to the    

beautiful aesthetics of our school. We are hoping for the building of our amphitheatre to commence over 

the next few weeks. This is yet another project at Donvale PS that we can look forward to seeing 

through to fruition.   

Bikes and Scooters: It is great to see so many students at the moment riding their bikes and 

scooters around the school being physical, creative and interacting with each other. I do ask however, for 

students and parents with scooters and bikes, that for safety reasons, to please refrain from riding their 

bikes or scooters from 8.45am to 9.00ish and then also again straight after school from 3.30pm to 

3.45pm. This is generally the times of the day when we have a large number of students and parents   

walking through the school. We certainly do not want to see any accidents so ask that you respect this 

expectation.    

House Athletics: Our House Athletics Carnival is taking place on Wednesday 4th May. The event 

will take place at the Bill Stewart Athletics Track in Burwood East. Parents are encouraged and most  

welcome to come along and join in the excitement, fun and help out where possible. The Year 3 – 6    

students will be at the event for most of the day whilst the junior students will arrive in the morning and 

be back at school around 1.00ish. The middle to senior school students will be competing in traditional 

athletics events while students in F- 2 will be participating in a range of novelty events on the centre oval 

area. The students must wear their schools sports shorts and / or track pants and are encouraged to 

dress up in clothes that are the colours of their house team. This may include coloured T Shirts,        

windcheaters, socks, hairbands etc. Coloured hairspray and face paint, however, will not be allowed. We 

are looking forward to a wonderful day where we take the opportunity to celebrate the wonderful   

sporting abilities and achievements of all our students.  Thank you to Mr Hogg, our PE teacher, for all the 

planning and organisation for this day. Please do not hesitate to see your child’s teacher if you require 

more information about this event.  

Gymnastics: As part of the PE program at Donvale PS, each year all our students have the opportunity 

to participate in an intensive gymnastic program. The lessons take place at the Manningham DISC which is 

situated conveniently just adjacent to our school. The program generally take place over a five week    

period where our students each week participate in a specialised gymnastics program led by experienced 

gymnastic instructors supported by outstanding facilities. Our students are very fortunate to have this   

opportunity each year. Thank you to Mr Hogg and Mr McKinlay for organising and planning this program 

for our students.  

House Cross Country:  A House Cross Country event is again being organized for the whole school. 

This is planned to take place on Thursday 12th May. Students will participate in a round the school run 

(cross country) as a selection process for the Division Cross Country event being held on Thursday 9th 

June and followed by the Regional Cross Country on Thursday 16th June. The event at school will   pro-

vide for House competition culminating in an eventual winning House team. We welcome all families and 

friend to attend this fun event. More info on this event will go home shortly. 

Marimba Band:  Our wonderful Marimba Band is again on tour this year where we take the time to 

visit our local kindergartens to showcase our school’s musical abilities and programs. Mr Gordon and Mrs 

Keep spend valuable time with the children in preparing and practising for these mini concerts.  



Our students represent our school so proudly and the little 4 year olds they entertain always thoroughly 

enjoy themselves with some dancing, singing and even having a go at playing the marimba themselves. It’s 

a wonderful way for us to connect with our broader community and celebrate the great programs we 

have on offer at Donvale PS. Next week, on Thursday 28th April, the tour will take our Marimba Band to 

the Florence Avenue Kinder. I know that the Kindergartens very much look forward to our annual visit 

and performance. Thank you to Mr Gordon and Mrs Keep for their wonderful work in preparing our   

students for these concerts.   

Busy Week: Next week is certainly going to be a busy but certainly exciting week for us all.  Please read 

the reminder below to ensure that you are aware of the events and days everything is happening next 

week. Of course, Monday is a public holiday for us all however, Tuesday being a Curriculum Day is a very 

busy day for all the staff of Donvale PS. We will be spending the day focused on ensuring that all our   

curriculum planning is aligned with the new Victorian Curriculum and that we are all consistent with our 

practice across the whole school. We are prepared and ready for a very productive day. Wednesday is 

our day where we take the opportunity to celebrate cultural diversity. Ms Lee, our Mandarin teacher, has 

planned a day of wonderful and diverse experiences for all our staff and students to participate in.      

Children are encouraged to come dressed in anything that showcases and represents our country’s   

wonderful cultural diversity. The final hour of the day will consist of an interactive lion dance performance 

for the whole school held in the Senior building or outside if the weather permits. All families are invited 

to attend this final session. We hope to see you there.  

Hope you are having a wonderful week. 

Lena Clark 

 
Some reminder dates for your diary: 

Monday 25th April   Anzac Day (Public Holiday) 

Tuesday 26th April   Curriculum Day (Student Free Day) 

Wednesday 27th April   Cultural Diversity Day  

Thursday 28th April  School Photos 

Thursday 5th May   House Athletics Sports 

Thursday 12th May  House Cross Country 

NEXT WEEK 

Please read the calendar page in case you missed the reminder note that went home on Tuesday of this week. 

 

 

 



On another matter… 

Dear Parents/Carers 

As you are probably aware there was a serious incident nearby at Laburnum Primary School, where a 

man exposed himself to two students on school grounds. 

We are taking this incident very seriously, and have been working with the Department to ensure the 

safety of our students.  

Police are continuing to investigate the incident. 

We have taken this opportunity to remind students of how to respond if they are approached by    

someone they don’t know or who makes them feel uncomfortable. 

Student safety is always a top priority at our school, and like all Victorian schools we follow a number of 

important established guidelines on student safety. 

I would also encourage parents and carers to speak with their children about safety around unknown 

adults. 

Some practical tips may include telling them: 

 To walk directly to and from school 

 Not to walk alone 

 To leave the area if anything makes them feel uncomfortable 

 To avoid talking to strangers 

 Not to get into cars with people they do not know 

 Tell a trusted adult such as a teacher or parent immediately 

 

If you have any concerns for your child please do not hesitate to contact the school, as further support is 

available.  

Kind Regards 

Lena Clark 

Principal 

A quizz to ask 

your child. 



From The Assistant Principal 

Reading Intervention Program: 

Most of you would probably be aware that the teaching component of my role has changed this 

year. For the past 5 years as the Assistant Principal I have shared a classroom teaching 2 days per week. 

Starting this term I will be spending nearly the same amount of time implementing a Reading Intervention 

Program with Level 1 students who require additional assistance in this area. The program will run each 

morning in the first hour when all Level 1 students would normally be involved in a classroom reading 

session. In this hour I will work with two groups of five Year 1 students developing their fluency, word 

knowledge, decoding and comprehension skills. Literacy has always been my passion in teaching. When I 

first came to Donvale in 2008, it was as a Leading Teacher with the responsibility for Literacy across the 

school. I am very much looking forward to supporting these students in this vital area. 

More than a Game: 

This Monday some Magpies flew into DPS and nested in the Senior Building. Jamie Elliot, Jack Frost, Tim 

Golds and Matt Goodyear representing the Collingwood Football Club came to speak to our Level 5/6 

students about leadership, values and teamwork. Such high profile sportspeople are in an ideal position to 

impart their knowledge and inspire the younger generation. I would like to thank Michael Hogg and the 

Collingwood Football Club for this excellent initiative. 

 

Ian McKinlay 



Next week at Donvale ... 

Date Event Information 

  
Monday 25th April 
  

  
Anzac Day 

  
Public holiday 
  

  
   
  
Tuesday 26th April 

  
  
  
Curriculum Day 

Student Free Day 
Oshclub will be running a program from 7am 
– 6pm.  You can still book your child in for 
the day. 
To book log in to www.oshclub.com.au and 
go to the after school care bookings tab. 

  
  
    
  
Wednesday 27th April 

  
    
    
  
Cultural Diversity Day 

Asian culture themed      Activities all day. 
Students are welcome to come dressed in 
traditional or modern cultural clothing     

associated with their home culture or other 

cultures of interest. 
2.35pm: A special interactive performance 
for the whole school in the Senior building.  
Parents are warmly welcome to attend! 

  
  
  
   
Thursday 28th April 

  
  
  
   
School photos 

Order envelopes were sent home last week.  
Family envelopes are available from the  
office. 
Students are expected  to wear full   

academic school uniform. 
No sports uniform to be worn.  If your child 
has sports on the day, he/she still needs to 
come in full uniform. 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

2 3 

Fire Brigade visiting 
Foundation students 

4 

School House  Athletics (whole 
school) 
 

2.00-3.00pm:    Leapfrog Session 
1 for 2017 Foundation students 

5 6 

Mother’s Day Stall 

9 

All day:  Grade 1 & 2 

on an excursion:  ‘Me 
& My Melbourne’ 

 
2.15-3.15:  Foundation 
Gymnastic Program 

10 

Naplan 

 
2.15-3.15:  Level 5/6 

Gymnastic Program 

11 

2.00-3.00pm:    Leapfrog Session 

2 for 2017  Foundation   

8.00am:  Marketing sub-

committee meeting   

6.00pm:  Finance sub-committee 

meeting    

7.00pm:  Education sub-

committee meeting 

12 

Fire Brigade visiting        

Foundation students 

11.30-1.30:  House Cross 

Country (whole school) 

 

13 

16 

2.15-3.15:  Foundation 
Gymnastic Program 

17 

2.15-3.15:  Level 5/6 
Gymnastic Program 

18 

OPEN DAY:  9.00am-1.00pm and 

6.00-8.00pm  School tours:  

9.30am and 7.00pm 

19 

District cross country 

20 

23 

2.15-3.15:  Foundation 
Gymnastic Program 

24 

2.15-3.15:  Level 5/6 
Gymnastic Program 

25 26 

Level 5/6:  Winter Inter-

school sport 

27 

30 

2.15-3.15:  Foundation 
Gymnastic Program 

31 

2.15-3.15:  Level 5/6 
Gymnastic Program 

   

May 

http://www.oshclub.com.au/


General 

Student banking next week … 

Students can bring their deposit books in on Wednesday to be processed. 

 

Lost bomber jacket 

Nathan from FHN has lost his size 8 bomber jacket.  It does have his name on it.  Please check your 

child’s jacket to see if he/she is wearing the correct named jacket.  Please return it to Nathan or the    

office.  Thank you. 

All children currently attending a 4 year old kinder program are invited to join us at Donvale 

Primary School for our fabulous Leap Frog Program! 

 

Session 1:  Wednesday 4th May 2-3pm 

Session 2: Wednesday 11th May 2-3pm 

 

To book a place for your child please call the school office on 9842 3373.  

 

  



MATHS FUN AT HOME - Mr Reiter, Maths co-ordinator 



Introducing the Foundation team … 

Mrs Chin 

Hi, my name is Jes Chin.  I look after the FRC class on Thursday and Friday. I have children 

of my own, and love gardening and cooking. 

 

 

Mrs Rassias 

Hi, my name is Michelle Rassias.  I look after the FRC class from Monday to Wednesday.  

Although I have been a member of staff since 2000, I have taken some time off to raise a 

family. I have 2 children, who are now both school aged. 

I love teaching and watching the children grow and develop as unique individuals. Seeing a 

child's face light up when they have learnt or accomplished something new is priceless. 

 

Mrs Hodgson 

Hi, my name is Sarah Hodgson and I’m very excited to be sharing a Foundation class 

with Rochelle Nicks this year. I look after the FHN class from Monday to Wednesday. I 

have four children Oscar, Tilly, Hunter and Tate who keep me very busy with all of their 

sporting commitments. In my free time I enjoy reading, cooking, exercising and catching up 

with family and friends. 

 

Mrs Nicks 

Hi, my name is Rochelle Nicks and I am thrilled to be teaching Foundation this year at  

Donvale Primary School.  I look after the FRC class on Thursday and Friday. I feel equally 

pleased to be sharing this wonderful grade with the lovely Sarah Hodgson.  I have three 

gorgeous children of my own and enjoy reading, gardening and travelling.  I am looking    

forward to a very enjoyable and rewarding year ahead. 



The year 3’s and 4’s have had two lessons on the recorder and already know three notes! (B, A, and G) 

As you can see they are very proud of themselves at being able to play “Hot Cross Buns”. 

(Grade 3/4 B had not had their lesson at the time of writing!) 

They all look forward to performing in the near future! 

Mrs. Keep 

(Performing Arts) 

Performing Arts News from Mrs Keep 



CLUBS PROGRAM AT DONVALE 

This term the students in grades 3 to 6 have been involved in a fabulous clubs program at school. The 

idea of  forming clubs came about from a group of students who have been working together on the 

'Resilient Youth Project'. They began by looking at survey results from a resilience survey that was      

completed  last year and came up with suggestions to develop positive relationships between our students 

and the wider community. We have been lucky to form a close relationship with the Greenview          

retirement home and now have a group of residents visiting our school and working with our students. 

They are enjoying  knitting, reading together in the book club, playing board games, folding origami shapes 

and many other fun activities. Some students from grade 5 and 6 have been invited to Greenview to paint 

a mural on one of their inside walls. 

The club captains are doing a fantastic job organising activities and talking to other students about ideas 

for future clubs and projects.  

Alanna Hodgens and Emily Wallis 

 

Hi, I'm Amy, 

In the 3/4 games club we play heaps of new board games. We enjoy working with Anne from Bupa who comes and 

plays games with us in the last hour on Tuesdays. We all really love the games club and want to keep it going. We 

know that the other 3/4s will love the games club too. 

 

In the 3 / 4 Book Club we all absolutely LOVE reading to the visitors from Greenview and they love us reading to 

them. It boosts our confidence to read out loud in front of other people and the elderly visitors are enjoying com-

ing to our school. 

By Jaimee E 



Introducing the JSC Representatives ... 

 Hi, my name is Ben Pascale and I am a proud member of the 2016 SRC. I have many 

ideas which I would love to share with the school, such as: Letting students have a 

voice in what goes on here, making sure that everyone can enjoy coming to school 

and insuring everyone has the opportunity to achieve to the best of their potential. I 

am excited for a fantastic year in SRC.   Outside of school I play football and enjoy 

making video games on a program called Scratch. Have a great day. 

 Hi, my name is Tommy, and I am the school vice-captain for 2016. On my weekends 

I like to swim, play basketball and be with my friends. At school my favourite subject 

is PE. If anyone is ever feeling alone at recess or lunch, I’m here to help. 

 Hi, my name is Aryan and I am the SRC for 56R. On the weekends I like to play 

with my friends and play cricket as well. My favourite subjects at school are Maths 

and P.E. I am looking forward to a great rest of the year for 2016. 

 Hi, I’m Rose and I’m proud to say that I am the girl school captain for 2016. I would 

love to help improve this school by maybe doing some free dress days and other 

events to raise money. In my spare time I love dancing and playing basketball. I can’t 

wait to finish off this great year. 

 Hi. My name is Oliver Petdro. I am the SRC of 56C in 2016. I feel very privileged to 

have this role and I think I will take it on showing great leadership and responsibility. 

I’m always here if you need someone to talk to. Have a great year. 

 Hi, I'm Jesse and I’m the SRC representative for 34B. At school I like doing English 

and Maths. Outside school I like the AFL and swimming. I am responsible, kind, and 

caring. Whenever there is trouble you can come to me. 

 Hi my name is Kirra Webber and I am proud to be a SRC representative for 34G in 

2016. I am a very sporty person. I play basketball, do swimming and earlier in the 

year I played cricket. I’ve got lots of great ideas to help the school this year. Have a 

good year! 

 Hi I'm Holly Moule and I am proud to be your girl school vice-captain for 2016. I 

have some great ideas for some more charity days, free dress days, and general 

fundraising for the school this year. Outside of school I play netball for the Donvale 

Dolfinz at Donvale Netball Club, do squad in swimming, and do Tap and Jazz in 

dancing. I’m looking forward to a great year! 

 Hi, I’m Eva and I was lucky to become an SRC representative this year for 34HW. If 

anyone is sad or upset at school, you can come to me. I’m open 24 hours a day. I 

love to play basketball and do karate outside of school. See you in the playground! 

 Hello, I’m Josh Goodfellow the boy school captain and a part of the SRC. It’s a great 

honour to be a part of the SRC for the second time in a row. I’m quite a positive 

and creative thinker, always putting my ideas forward. Outside of school I enjoy 

playing soccer for the Blackburn Stingrays and playing cricket with my friends. I also 

love cooking and eating Italian or Mexican food. See you around. 



Program Update 

Dear families, 

Hope you have had a great week and are all settled into the term. Next week at OSHClub we are having an ANZAC themed week. 

Pupil Free Day. 

OSHClub can now confirm that we will be running a program on the scheduled Pupil Free Day, Tuesday the 26th of April  at Donvale 

Primary School. 

If you have not booked online yet, please log on to book for the Pupil free day under the ASC tab.  A $10 late booking fee applies for any 

casual attendances on the day. 

Just a reminder to ensure your children bring along morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea. 

 Times: 7:00am to 6:00pm. Cost: $13.56 - $52.50 per child (depending on your CCB/CCR entitlements).. What happens: Loads of fun 

for all ages including art/craft, games, sports, drama, board games and fun with friends. 
  

Staffing: Please note that Harry will be coordinating the first few weeks of Term 2 as Kate will be on teaching placement.  We also       

welcome new staff member, Jeremy Stoll to the program.  Jeremy has worked at various OSHClub programs and we look forward to 

having him at Donvale. 

No program running on Monday 25th April due to Public Holiday 

Have a great long weekend! 

Lest we Forget. 

Remember bookings can be made right until 12pm the night before, or you can book on the day by calling or leaving the 

text message but there will be an extra charge of $3.00 for bookings within 24 hours. If you’re ever stuck and would like 

your child to attend OSH After School Care you can call me or leave a message on 0402 362 443 and I will get back to 

you. For some reason if you need to cancel the child from attending the after school care session you can cancel online if 

it is before 24 hours or leave a text message on the program phone (0402362443/98422261) if it is on the day. 

Please remember to update the contact details (Especially the phone numbers and        

address) on the enrolment form if there is any change. This can be done online at 

www.oshclub.com.au 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

  

  

Before Care      

Activities 

 

NO program 
ANZAC DAY 

HOLIDAY 

 

Curriculum Day 
  

All day program 
Running 

 

Anzac colour/mazes 
  

Dodge Ball 

 

ANZAC no mans 

land game 
  

ANZAC word 

search 

 

UNO tournament 

    Fruit smoothies 

  

  

  

        After Care 

         Activities 

 

NO program 
ANZAC DAY 

HOLIDAY 

  
Curriculum Day 

  
All day program 

Running 

  
Anzac solider craft 

  
Basketball 

  
  

Making Sushi 
  

Balloon Soccer 

  
Playground Fun 

  
Lego Towers 

OSHC program phone: 0402 362 443/9842 2261 

Coordinator: Kate 

Assistants: Marie 

OSHClub Head Office: 03 85649000 

All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is Free!! Please create an account online at www.oshclub.com.au all bookings 

and cancellations can also be managed via your online account. For on the day bookings please contact the Coordinator direct at the program. 

 

http://www.oshclub.com.au
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What can I say………. 

Icy poles $1.00 at Recess from the Canteen window. 

                     Free cups of tea at the PA meeting.   

 Exciting discussions taking place. 

 Friday 22 April @ 1.30pm 

All welcome, we would love some new ideas for Term 2!! 

This term things to get involved with include Mothers Day 
Stall, Meal Deals, Entertainment Books, Ivan’s Pie Drive, & 
Open Day BBQ.     

More ideas welcome! 

                  MOTHERS DAY STALL 

                                    Friday 6th May  

            Helpers needed.  Contact Kim Merton 0407 447 434 

                        Gifts range in price from $1 to $6 

            Students to bring their own shopping bag to take home gifts. 

                                                           More info to come home soon. 

PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS 
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DONVALE BASKETBALL CLUB – News & Views! 

Open Boys - Another convincing win for the Dinosaurs.  Izaiah and Samuel dominated in both offence and 

defence, with Harrison and Ollie contributing some sneaky goals and Jackson, Khian and Max pressuring 

hard in defence. 

Donvale Dreamers had a loss this week, but the girls showed enormous improvement in the second half. 

Special mentions to Ebony for getting a few shots up, and to Alannah for a brave return to the court after 

a ball to the face caused a blood nose. 

The coach and parents of all the Dynamites are so proud of them all! They played their school mates who 

won but the dynamites showed just how much they’ve improved and showed great defensive skills and 

sportsmanship. It’s not always about winning, we showed spirit, improvement and that we are great team 

mates 

Donvale Destroyers had a great match, with some great shots and lots of court coverage.  Coach Cass 

thanks all for great teamwork with lots of passing, and doing what has been practiced at training.  Good 

one guys! 

U/9 Dribblers:  Great game! The boys were unlucky to go down by just one point.  It was a fantastic team 

effort, with an improvement of skills all round! 

 Girls U/9 Dolphins - The girls tried really hard in the first game back but were well beaten by a much 

taller Donburn team. Zara Wscored our only goal, and Lexie W was our 'Dolphin of the Week' for trying 

her heart out in her first game back from an arm injury that has had her out for 6 weeks. 

The Under 11 girls - Diamonds and Daisies, had a local derby on Saturday. The game played in the typical 

Donvale friendly spirit. Whilst 'fighting' for a jump ball, there were smiles, and a couple of minor injuries 

had players from both teams making sure their friends were OK. It was a tight, low scoring game, with 

only three scoring shots after 30 minutes of play. The Daisies managed to draw away in the final few 

minutes to claim the win, but the winner was Donvale and the way the girls played the game. After the 

siren both teams formed a huddle to sing happy birthday to Indi. 

The Diamonds would like to congratulate the Daisies on their win Saturday. A game well played.  

U9 Daredevils.  Another great derby between the Daredevils and the Dynamites.  The boys are showing 

terrific sportsmanship and teamwork.  Well done everyone. 

               Birthday Wishes To 
 

                     Cyrus S, Spencer P, Melina A, Emily F 

 

              Who are celebrating birthdays from the 22nd to 28th April 



The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers do 

not  endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No representation, 

warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or completeness of the          

information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the advertisers.  

Adver t is ing  



Brochures are available from the office 


