
Monday of this week provided us with a public holiday where we celebrated 

Labour Day. I started to wonder how many of us actually knew what Labour 

Day was all about and why we had been given a holiday.  

Labour Day: why we have the day off 

If you have been lucky enough to have a break on Labour Day, then you have a 

group of brave stonemasons to thank. Celebrated in Victoria on the second 

Monday of March, it marks a win for better working conditions for the working 

class and 2016 is the 160th anniversary of this historic battle. In the 1800s,    

conditions for workers were not great. The rights most Australians take for 

granted today – sick leave, holiday pay – simply didn't exist. According to the 

Victorian Trades Hall Council, some workers in Sydney had won the right to an 

eight-hour day. But most people worked for up to 14 hours a day and had little 

job security. On March 26, 1856, a meeting was held in the old Queens Theatre 

in Melbourne, pushing for Labour reforms. A man called Cornish, who was    

contracted to build Parliament House, resisted the move. According to the 

State Library of Victoria, on April 21, 1856, a group of stonemasons – led 

by James Stephens– walked off the job at Melbourne University. They marched 

to the Belvedere Hotel in Fitzroy, with other stonemasons joining them along 

the way. They ended the march with a banquet at the hotel. Later, talks with 

employers led to a peaceful agreement that stonemasons would work eight 

hours for the same wage as they previously were paid for 10 hours. The success 

of the campaign was celebrated on May 12, 1856, with a march from Carlton 

Gardens to Cremorne Gardens in Richmond, followed by dinner, speeches, 

games, festivities and fireworks. According to the Victorian Trades Hall, the 

eight-hour banner first used on that day was made by Caroline, Elizabeth and 

Isabella Vine. It read: 8 HOURS LABOUR, 8 HOURS RECREATION, 8 HOURS 

REST. Known as the Eight Hours Procession, the march became a major event 

in Melbourne and was held annually for the next 95 years. It became a paid   

public holiday in 1879.In 1934, the holiday was renamed Labour Day. The last 

Labour Day parade was held in 1951, and in 1955, it was replaced by the     

Melbourne Moomba Festival parade. 

Quote of the 

week: 

 
"Challenge of the 

day: Find 
something good in 

everyone." 
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The eight-hour day banner first used in 1856 

to celebrate the success of action to win 

workers greater rights. Photo: State Library of 

Victoria  

 

 

 

 

The "pioneers" of the eight-hour movement marching in the Eight 

Hours Procession on May 1, 1895. Photo: State Library of Victoria  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Working Bee:  A reminder that this term’s twilight Working Bee is being held tomorrow after 

school, weather pending. It would be terrific to see you there. We have lots to do so would appreciate 

our community’s support in ensuring our school remains a safe and aesthetically attractive environment 

for our student and parent community. Finish of the evening with a gathering around the BBQ relaxing, 

chatting and enjoying the results of our efforts. Looking forward to seeing you there. 

Hope you’re having a wonderful week. 

 

Lena Clark 
 

 



March 

April 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

11 

Term 2 starts 

12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 

9-10am:  Collingwood 

player visit 
(Leadership talk) 

19 

Marimba Band    

performance at 
Kinder 

20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 

Curriculum Day 

27 

Cultural Diversity 
Day 

 

28 

School Photos 

29 30  

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

14 

Labour Day -    

Public Holiday 

15 

3.40pm:  Art      

committee Meeting  

16 17 18 

3.45pm onwards:  
Twilight Working Bee 

19 20 

21 22 23 

School Council 
Meeting 

24 

Last day Term 1: 
 2.30pm finish 

   



For The Science & Technology Lab 

We still need the following resources for the room.  Any support would be very much appreciated. 

Please just drop off any items at 

the office. 

Corks                                

Measuring Cups                     

Funnels                                

Large candles                       

Measuring tapes                  

Large plastic buckets           

Thick string roll 

Thank you.                                                                                                                                        

Mr Garcia and Mr Chigros 

Genera l  

Cinnamon Balloons 

Standard pins Toothpaste 

Coconut Baking powder 

Soda water Jelly crystals 

Popping corn Detergent 

Steel wool Pepper corns 

Toothbrushes Plastic bowls 

Life savers Cloths 

Bottles of Vinegar and Oil Plastic seal bags 

Honey White sugar 

Golden syrup Baking powder 

Sustainability at Donvale Primary School 

Times are very exciting at Donvale Primary School with the launch of our sustainability program. Each 

grade has completed a ‘Litter Agreement’, which is essentially a pledge to keep the school clean and tidy. 

The students were very involved and engaged throughout this process. There are many more things to 

come at Donvale Primary but this Friday the 18th of March we will be presenting the Environmental 

Leaders and Captains with their badges at assembly. The captains and leaders will help assist in    

sustainability matters in the school and be our role models and ambassadors for the sustainability       

program. Below is a list of our captains and leaders for 2016. 

Environmental Leaders and Captains 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Garcia 

Grade Captain Leader 

FRC Emily F Christopher M 5/6C 

FHN Abby V Abbey G 5/6C 

1/2SJ Lucas M Pavit K 5/6R 

1/2C Matin K Gemma G 5/6W 

1/2W Chris B Sophie L 5/6W 

1/2V Scott M Angelica F 5/6C 

3/4G Ruby C Amin K 5/6 R 

3/4B Joanne L Anise B 5/6R 

3/4HW Zoe N   

5/6R Scarlett H   

5/6C Caitlin D   

5/6W Lily V   



Mandarin Messages (hàn yǔ xìn xī) 

2016年3月17日 

Happy Cultural Diversity Week! Join in the celebrations around the City of Melbourne and Federation 

Square this Sunday as many community groups gather to celebrate and share the diversity of cultures that 

make up Victoria! For a look at the extensive program, please visit http://

www.culturaldiversityweek.com.au/index/travel and click on the relevant link! 

BBC Chinese New Year: The Biggest Celebration on Earth 

 

Part 1 Migration https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E2yULysEClg  

Part 2 Reunion https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jdi4XocIjkM  

Part 3 Celebration https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JVDzsL_u3GE  

 

Serina Lee (李老师 lǐ lǎo shi) 

 

Students in grades 3 to 6 had a brief look 

into how the people of China celebrated 

the New Year this year in different re-

gions of China. BBC produced a very rele-

vant and detailed three-part series which 

provides a very modern and relevant look 

into this most important festival on the 

Chinese calendar. Please see below for 

links to all three parts. 

http://www.culturaldiversityweek.com.au/index/travel
http://www.culturaldiversityweek.com.au/index/travel
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E2yULysEClg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jdi4XocIjkM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JVDzsL_u3GE


MATHS FUN AT HOME 



Program Update 

Dear families, 

Time flies when you are having fun!  The last week of Term 1 is already upon us!  Next week we have lots of Easter themed activities 

planned for the children including making bunny masks, Easter cinnamon scrolls and a giant Easter hunt! 

Last day of school: OSHClub will be running from 2.30pm on Thursday 24th March to accommodate the early finish time for the last day of 

term. 

Staffing: Please note that Harry will be coordinating on Monday afternoons for the next few months whilst Kate is at university.  Harry will 

also assist with coordinating the first few weeks of Term 2 as Kate will be on teaching placement.  We also welcome new staff member, 

Jeremy Stoll to the program.  Jeremy has worked at various OSHClub programs and we look forward to having him at Donvale. 

Free to a good home:  We have a black, 4 level shelving unit that we would like to find a new home for.  Please let me know if you are 

interested. 

Remember bookings can be made right until 12pm the night before, or you can book on the day by calling or leaving the 

text message but there will be an extra charge of $3.00 for bookings within 24 hours. If you’re ever stuck and would like 

your child to attend OSH After School Care you can call me or leave a message on 0402 362 443 and I will get back to 

you. For some reason if you need to cancel the child from attending the after school care session you can cancel online if 

it is before 24 hours or leave a text message on the program phone (0402362443/98422261) if it is on the day. 

Please remember to update the contact details (Especially the phone numbers and        

address) on the enrolment form if there is any change. This can be done online at 

www.oshclub.com.au 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

  

  

  

Before Care        

Activities 

Make an Easter   

basket 
  

Game: Chinese 

Wall 

Easter chick in a 

nest 
  

Game: Bombard 

Easter cards 
  

Game: Tricky tiggy 

Easter colouring 

competition 
  

Playground        

challenges 

Public Holiday: Good 

Friday 

  

  

  

        After Care 

         Activities 

Cooking: Cinnamon 

scroll 
  

Game: Fruit salad 

Easter bunny mask 
  

Game: Run the 

Gauntlet 

  
Crayon Easter eggs 

  
Game: Red letter 

Easter scavenger 

hunt 
  

Easter egg race 

Public Holiday:    

Good Friday 

  

  

OSHC program phone: 0402 362 443/9842 2261 

Coordinator: Kate 

Assistants: Marie 

OSHClub Head Office: 03 85649000 

All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is Free!! Please create an account online at www.oshclub.com.au all bookings and 

cancellations can also be managed via your online account. For on the day bookings please contact the Coordinator direct at the program. 

 

http://www.oshclub.com.au
http://www.oshclub.com.au/


The Donvale Primary Basketcases – News & Views! 

Why was Cinderella thrown off the basketball team? 

She ran away from the ball. 

 

Why are basket ballers messy eaters? 

They’re always dribbling! 

 

Why cant you play basketball with pigs? 

They hog the ball. 

 

 

 

 

 

   

One more week………………….. 

 

 



Parent ’s  Associat ion  

 

 

 

A goldie doesn’t get you much these days……. 

but it does buy an icy pole treat or a Hot X Bun! 

Only at the Canteen Friday recess. 

6 packs of Hot Cross buns on sale at the spider web  

after Friday Assembly. $4 for Traditional or Chocolate 6 pack.  

Don’t forget Chocolate Friday – 18 March. @ the Cadbury Factory. 

Have a super day – places are limited  - book your place  

call Kim Merton – ph 0407 447 434. 

                                               Birthday Wishes To 
 

   Kaitlyn B, Hannah B, Archie E, Patrick Z, Uday L, Emma W, Rhyan B 

 

 

Who are celebrating birthdays from the 18th to 24th March 



More information on the following advertising is available from the office: 

The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers do 

not  endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No representation, 

warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or completeness of the          

information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the advertisers.  

Adver t is ing  

SPORT 

Donvale Magpies Auskick  -  First free Auskick session 16th April from 9am to 10.30am at Donvale 

Reserve. 

Grasshopper Soccer  -  Soccer fun for boys and girls aged 2 to 12. 

Slamin Tennis  -  Tennis lessons from aged 3 to adults. 

Nature Play Autumn School Holiday Program 

 

Join us for some school holiday fun in nature from Wednesday 

30 March to Thursday 7 April to celebrate nature play in            

Manningham.  

Events and activities include fun and games at the Plaza Park at 

MC Square, spotlighting at Currawong Bush Park, bird watching, 

nature play fun at Finns Reserve and more.  

The range of events will encourage children and parents to      

experience nature as a place to play, imagine, relax and explore. 

For more information and bookings, visit 

www.manningham.vic.gov.au/nature-play-autumn-school-holiday-

program. 

HOLIDAY PROGRAMS 

Healthways Recreation Centre  -  Tenpin bowling, jazz, funk & hip hop dance, outdoor games,   

swimming and a lot more … 

MC SQUARE (Manningham Council)  -  JUNGLE JAM (African drum rhythms and singing) on    

Sunday 3rd April 11am to 3pm at The Plaza Park, MC Square. 

http://www.manningham.vic.gov.au/nature-play-autumn-school-holiday-program
http://www.manningham.vic.gov.au/nature-play-autumn-school-holiday-program

