Quote of the week: Intelligence is the ability to adapt to change.
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From The Principal
Today we celebrate Donvale PS as a ‘KidsMatter’ school with our annual
‘Wellbeing Day’ which culminates in a wonderful community ‘Welcome BBQ’
this evening. Throughout the day, the children have been engaged in a plethora
of activities that supported their physical, emotional and social wellbeing. As I
wandered through the school during the day, I saw the children very much
engaged in their activities, quietly chatting, smiling and enjoying each other’s
company. It was wonderful to see.

We welcomed football legend, Chris Johnson, who officially launched the day.
We were indeed very fortunate to have the support of such a wonderful
sporting role model. Chris talked about having a dream and never giving up on
that dream; to believe that it is achievable, to stay positive and to work hard.
Our Values
Very wise words indeed. Chris also talked about making mistakes and that it is
OK to make mistakes as long as we learn from them. We are very grateful to
 Respect
Chris for taking the time to visit us and share in our very special day. We are
 Responsibility also grateful to Lawrie Spooner and Karl Schneider for organising his visit.
Thank you.
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During the day, our children enjoyed participating in activities such as team
building games, making stress balls and calming bottles, boot camp, treasure
hunt, mindfulness meditation, story time, mindful colouring - just to name a few.
We even indulged in some hand and foot massage, yummy fruit skewers (thank
you Gus from Tunstall Fresh Fruit and Veg Market) and ‘free hugs’ from our
SRC. Ruby the therapy dog with owner Jason, visited every classroom to bring
some more joy to our day. Several parents attended an info session by Miss
Cartledge and two past students, Mitch L and Abby M, on Practical Mindfulness
and Mediation. Another parent session was held in the afternoon which helped
parents learn a range of quick and effective techniques on staying cool, calm and
collected when kids are being just kids! This session was facilitated by Alison
Burton from Simply Natural Therapies. The staff was also treated to an amazing
morning tea presented to us by members of our parent community. Thankyou
so much for thinking of us!
While we enjoyed the activities and had a day of fun and excitement, we
remember that the message through ‘KidsMatter’ is that we seek to instil in our

children the skills and strategies needed to cope when faced with different levels of adversity. At some
stage in our lives, we all face some degree of pain, hardship, sadness and anxiety. It is important that our
children learn to cope with such conditions and to become strong and resilient young citizens of our
world.
We are looking forward to this evening where we will finish off our great day with a family ‘Welcome
BBQ’. The entertainment for the evening is being presented by ‘The Big Samba’ and by our parent / staff
band, ‘The Write Staff’ – and what an excellent band they are! Thank you, in particular, to our parent
members Phil Vasiliadis on bass and Richard Van Gramberg on lead guitar. Staff members, Rick Gordon,
Meagan Wilson, Ian McKinlay, Anthea Keep, Peter Reiter and Michael Chigros – thank you for sharing
your talent with us.
Thank you, in anticipation, to the many families who will be joining us tonight to help make our
Wellbeing Day even more special. It is such a terrific way for us all to get together, relax and take the
time to get to know each other a little more. Donvale PS is such a great community and its days like this
that we really get to see just how great we are together!
A day like today doesn’t just happen. Many hours of hard work and preparation by many people goes
into the planning of the day. Firstly, I would like to thank the very hardworking staff of Donvale PS who
always pulls together with such positivity and enthusiasm to have a go at providing new and different
learning opportunities for our students. A big thank you to our ‘KidsMatter’ Action team, in particular
Lashay Cartledge and Bec Signorini for their strong leadership and passion in delivering this initiative to
our school.
Donvale PS is known for its very supportive community and without it, days like the Wellbeing Day
would not be as brilliant as they are. The staff of Donvale PS would sincerely like to thank all our parent
helpers in particular, Lawrie Spooner, Jaqui Frigo, Stephanie Patterson, Renee Spiroch and Nicola Leyh.
Also a huge thank you to the members of our Parents Association who always manage to organise the
best BBQ’s in town. It was such team effort with so many more parents involved in the day - just too
many to mention. - You are all wonderful!
Badge Ceremony Tomorrow’s Assembly will welcome local member Ryan Smith who will be
presenting our School Captains, House Captains and SRC representatives with their school badges. This
will be a wonderfully proud occasion and celebration of these students as leaders at our school. All
members of our community are welcome to attend. We look forward to seeing you there.
2016 Education Week
Each year, Donvale PS celebrates Education Week with an Open Day. This
year Education Week will take place week commencing Monday 16th May with our Open Day scheduled
for Wednesday 18th May. We are getting in early so that you can place this day into your calendar and
plan around it so that you can keep yourself free to join in on the celebrations that take place.
Science and Technology Lab
Our new Science and Technology Lab is really starting to take shape
now. In the Lab, various Science Stations are being developed with themes of Chemistry, Biology and
Technology - all providing our students with a creative and hands-on approach to discovering the
wonders of Science. A very big thank you to Mr Garcia and Mr Chigros- Xeni for all their hard work in
preparing this room for our students. It is a very exciting place to be.

Please feel free to pop by and check it out – but stay tuned because there is lots more planned for our
Science Lab. We have only just begun….
Pre-Loved Uniform Buy & Sell
Donvale PS now offers families a way to connect with others in our school community to buy and sell
pre-loved Donvale PS uniform items through our new Facebook group. Here you can sell your child's
outgrown and surplus uniform items or pick up quality pre-loved items at a significantly lower cost to
retail prices. If you are in need of a particular item, you can also post a 'Wanted to Buy' request to the
group for members to respond to.
To join the group, go to
https://www.facebook.com/groups/DonvalePS.PrelovedUniforms/
and click 'Join'. Only Donvale PS families are permitted to join this group (not the general public).
Thank you to Nicole Cooper, a parent, who has organised this Facebook page. I believe it to be a
wonderful service to our community which I know many of you will advantage of.
Hope you’re having a wonderful week and see you tonight!

Lena Clark
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A MESSAGE FROM THE SCHOOL CAPTAINS
On Wednesday the 17th of February I got the chance to go with the 4
school captains, Mrs Wallis and Mr McKinlay to the Melbourne Convention
Centre for the GRIP leadership course. One of my favourite parts was
when the loud noise boys came out every once and a while. The last time
that they came out they called me out. Along with six other students from
other schools we had to make up a dance move each and then everyone would copy. Once I had done
that I got a badge saying people to influence.
Overall I had a lot of fun and a big thanks to Mr McKinlay and Mrs Wallis for taking us.
By Rosie W (Captain)
On Wednesday the 17th of February, the other school captains, myself, Mr McKinlay and Mrs Wallis
went to the GRIP Leadership Conference held at the Melbourne Convention Centre.
My favourite session was Traffic Light Leadership. Traffic Light Leadership
breaks leadership into three parts.
Red means: Things at the school that need to be stopped because they are
not good for the students – like bullying.
Amber means: Things that we can slow down on.
Green means: New ideas that we can work on.
Overall this day was a lot of fun and I would love to go to another one.
By Holly M (Vice-Captain)
On Wednesday 17 of February the four school captains went to Nunawading station,
to catch a train to The Melbourne Convention Centre in the city. We arrived at Spencer Street station at around 8am. At the Convention Centre over 200 different school
representatives were there and more than 2000 kids. At the Centre there were 3 different sessions Bye Bye Bullying, Traffic light leadership and How To Grow as a Leader. My favourite session was the Traffic light leadership because it helped me think
about how I can help make our school a better place.
By Josh G (Captain)
One of the sessions was called Bye Bye Bullying. One of the Grip Leadership team members spoke about
their experiences at school and how they were bullied as a kid. We also learnt how to say ‘Bye, Bye
Bullying’. Some of the ways we thought of to teach others the anti-bullying message was putting ads in
DTV, posters, anti-bullying videos and putting ads in Snippets. In the end, we all had a really fun time
learning how to grow as a leader. Thank you to Mr McKinlay and Mrs Wallis for taking us.
By Tommy W (Vice-Captain)

GENERAL
Compass
Some parents may have experienced difficulty approving their child’s absences last week. These issues
have now been fixed and all parents will have the ability to log in to Compass and approve any absences
that their child may have had. We encourage all parents to log in to Compass to become familiar with
how it operates. If you have lost your log in details or need any help with this, please see Samantha in the
office.
2016 School Fees
A reminder that 2016 School Fees are now due. If payment at this time is a financial issue, please contact
the office to set up a payment plan.
Woolworths Earn & Learn
Thank you to all of the amazing families who collected stickers from
Woolworths last year for the school. Together we collected almost
12,000 stickers! Using the stickers we were able to order a wonderful
selection of books for our students to enjoy! Thanks again for
everyone’s hard efforts!

Students Arriving to School Late
A reminder that any student who arrives at school after 9:00am must be signed at the office by a parent
or guardian. Teachers cannot allow students to enter the classroom after the start of class unless they
have been signed in. The attendance rolls that teachers mark each morning play an important part in our
evacuation procedures. If you child is late and has not been marked present on the morning attendance
roll, if you do not sign them in at the office we will not know to look for them in the event of an emergency. It is imperative that we always have a record of your child’s arrival at school so that they can be
accounted for during an emergency.
School Council Elections
Nominations for the 2016 School Council are now open. School Councils plays a key role in all schools
and the role of a School Councillor can be a very rewarding experience. More information about School
Council and nomination forms are available at the office. Nomination forms must be submitted by Friday
the 4th of March.

Classroom Cuisine

Lunch orders start on Monday 29th February. Orders available for Monday and Wednesday. Lunches
are ordered online from the menu and delivered directly to school labeled with your child’s name, class
and order details. You can order one day or as many days as you wish over the period of the menu.
You choose either a TWO Course or THREE Course Lunch. There are 30 options within each Course
Menu each day.
A TWO Course Lunch costs $7.95 and a THREE Course Lunch costs $9.65 irrespective of the menu
choices you make. An information sheet and menu were sent home beginning of this week. If you did
not receive one please ask at the office or go to www.classroomcuisine.com.au
Please note:


Subway orders remain for a Friday.



Classroom Cuisine will not be available on Meal Deal Days at the school.

Thank You
Thank you to Tom and his team, at Baker’s Delight, Templestowe Village for his ongoing support of
Donvale Primary School. They have supplied us with the bread for tonight’s BBQ. At the office is an
Easter colouring competition they are running. This needs to be returned to Bakers Delight
Templestowe to receive a free hot cross bun.
Back to School asthma spike
Every year there is a well-documented rise in asthma flare-ups and hospitalisations
when students return to school after the Christmas break. Asthma Australia has
information for parents of students with asthma to help them prepare for school.
Asthma Australia’s website and social media provide the latest information, including a
checklist of what to do to help your child and a survey to complete to determine the
impacts for parents/carers.
Asthma Australia recommends that you talk to school staff about your child’s asthma and the school’s
medication policy, provide an Asthma Plan from the doctor and supply a spare reliever puffer and spacer
for your child’s use at school.
Asthma Kids
Looking for a way to help your child understand more about their asthma or about a friend with asthma?
Asthma Kids is an online, interactive tool to help primary school aged children understand what it’s like
to have asthma and what they can do to help. Watch one of the introductory videos then take Chester’s
Asthma Trail. There are prizes to win too! www.asthmakids.org.au

YEAR 6-7 TRANSITION 2017 and 2018

Hi Level 5/6 Parents,
With Secondary School looming in the near future for your child, it's important to start thinking about where you
want their educational journey to continue. As Year 6-7 Transition Coordinator I am already getting invitations for
2017 information nights and high achiever programs from Secondary Schools in the area. If you're unsure of where
your family will head after DPS, it's a good idea to attend a few tours and information nights to see what the local
schools have to offer. We are lucky to be in the catchment zone for a variety of quality schools, each with different
programs to consider.
Many schools offer High Achiever, Accelerated, or Advanced Learning programs for students with strengths in
Literacy and Numeracy. Exams for these programs are typically held in Term 1, the year before your child begins
Secondary School. Even if you are undecided on a school, it’s a good idea to call the schools you are interested in
and see if you can get your child into one of their testing dates. We regularly receive feedback on how confident
and well prepared the students are from Donvale Primary School.
I will try and keep you up to date with all the different schools’ information as it comes to me. Any flyers or
booklets I get will be up on display in the Senior Building kitchen area for you to come and browse through. If you
have a particular school that you
are interested in finding out more
about, it's always best to phone the
Secondary School's General Office
directly and they will be able to
help you out.
Good luck on your Secondary
School quest,
Mrs Emily Wallis
Level 5/6 Teacher
Year 6-7 Transition Coordinator

CHAPLAINCY/WELFARE NEWS ...
It is a very busy time for Chaplaincy at Donvale Primary School. We currently have up to 40 students
signed up to Chaplaincy/Welfare support in some form. Combined with our KidsMatter initiative, student
wellbeing is a large focus for our students.
We have approximately 40 students involved in our Anti-bullying Program (promotional media video).
Students have various roles, ranging from acting, to self-designed posters promoting important school
values and positive messages. This program is run through Monday lunchtime, with different selected
groups working on their part of the video on alternative weeks.
The final product and purpose of this program is to develop a media video, used for school promotional
purposes, promoting our Wellbeing and Chaplaincy at Donvale Primary School. Whilst we are working
on these scenes, students involved in the acting side of things, have been breaking up into groups, role
playing different types of bullying situations and how they can solve it. This way the program is actually
teaching school values, skills in dealing with difficult situations, resilience and how to solve issues of
bullying. The kids are part of finding a solution to these issues, and when they can contribute to the
solution, they own it! The program also teaches drama and performance, plus leadership roles for some
students. The program has become very popular and we are excited to see how it develops. A big thank
you to Kate Gerrard (from OSH CLUB) and Judith Grayden for volunteering their time to help with this
program.
We are currently in the planning stages of implementing our new mentoring program KIDS HOPE. KIDS
HOPE AUS has been impacting the lives of children in Australian schools for over 10 years, and is the
largest early intervention mentoring program in the country. The mentoring program is aimed at
developing the emotional and social resilience in children, thereby enhancing their capacity to learn. One
of our wonderful teachers Meagan Wilson was once a mentor herself and speaks very highly of the
program.
KIDS HOPE AUS is registered as a 'Quality Assured Program' with the Australian Youth Mentoring
Network, and meets or exceeds all the national mentoring benchmarks. It provides an effective, proven
intervention for kids needing additional support in schools. Kids Hope Aus proudly partners with
KidsMatter and World Vison.
It is a privilege working with so many students at Donvale and seeing the progress students make with all
our support programs available. It is fantastic to see students who have gone through difficult times,
either with friendships or at home, being able to resolve issues by implementing strategies they have
learnt, such as peer mediation, resilience skills and learning how to communicate effectively. They have
developed confidence and resilience through these difficult experiences, which gives them life skills as
they continue in to high school. Now they have leant these skills, their overall wellbeing and confidence
has dramatically improved, giving them a positive outlook in general.
The saying goes “It takes a village to raise a child”, which is very true! Let’s continue to support each
other as a school community.
Chantelle Olafsen

Leap Frog Program is back again for 2017 Foundation students!
Foundation students get a great start in their first year at Donvale Primary School. Our
extensive Transition Program which supports students understanding of school
procedures and expectations, greatly assists the newest members to our school community in achieving
this great start. Our transition program commences in Term 4 of the year prior to commencing at
school. New Foundation students attend four classroom sessions to gain familiarity with the school and
classroom environment. A highlight of the transition program is meeting their Year Six buddy.
At Donvale Primary School we recognise that the transition from pre-school to school is a big step for
young children. We believe that it is important that children feel confident in a school setting to support
a positive start to their formal education.
There will be two ‘Leap Frog’ sessions during term 2. This program will allow your child to familiarise
themselves with school life, teachers and their peers and support parents in their decision making when
choosing the right school for their child.
Please note: Your child does not have to be enrolled at Donvale Primary in 2017 to attend
the Leap Frog program. There is no cost for the program and it is open to all 4 year old
kindergarten children in the area.
Program for Term 2:
1. Wednesday 4th May 2.00 – 3.00pm
2. Wednesday 11th May 2.00 -3.00pm
The Leapfrog Program takes place in the Foundation classrooms.
Your children will be seeing different areas of the school during their activities but please note that drop
off and pick up will be from our Junior school building which houses our Foundation classroom.
Refreshments will be provided for parents whilst the children are participating in the activities. Parents
are welcome to stay and have a chat to other kinder parents or return to pick up their child at the
conclusion of the day’s program.
To allow us to best organise these sessions, please book a place for your child by calling our office on
9842 3373. This program was incredibly popular last year so please book early to avoid disappointment.
We have also attached a consent form which will need to be returned at the first session.
If you know of any parents that would like to enrol their child into our Leapfrog Program, we would
appreciate if you shared the info about our program with them.
Thank you.
Lena Clark

MATHS FUN AT HOME

Peter Reiter
5/6 teacher, Numeracy coordinator

Program Update
Dear families,
New families: Enrolling your child or children in OSHClub is easy and free. All you need to do is complete an
enrolment form online at www.oshclub.com.au where you will have the option of booking as either a permanent
or casual user. Once your child is enrolled as you then have the comfort of knowing that the program is
available to you anytime and it gives you assurance of knowing your child or children will be cared for in a safe,
warm and friendly environment. Please feel free to drop past the OSHClub room any time to introduce your
child to the program before they attend. Foundation students will be dropped off and picked up from their
classrooms for Term 1 and 2.
Staffing: This week we said farewell to staff member Marie Williams. Marie will now be coordinating her own
OshClub program at another school. We wish her the best of luck in the new position. Parents please note that
there will be some new staff members working at the program over the next few weeks until a permanent
assistant is appointed. Please ensure that your child’s enrolment details are up to date to so that all staff have
current and relevant information regarding grade levels, contact details and medical information.
Remember bookings can be made right until 12pm the night before, or you can book on the day
by calling or leaving the text message but there will be an extra charge of $3.00 for bookings
within 24 hours. If you’re ever stuck and would like your child to attend OSH After School Care
you can call me or leave a message on 0402 362 443 and I will get back to you. For some reason if
you need to cancel the child from attending the after school care session you can cancel online if it
is before 24 hours or leave a text message on the program phone (0402362443/98422261) if it is on
the day.

Please remember to update the contact details (Especially the phone
numbers and address) on the enrolment form if there is any change.This can
be done online at www.oshclub.com.au

Before Care
Activities

After Care
Activities

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Mosaic patterns

3D stars

Shopkins crafts

Paper chain
snakes

Australian animal

Children’s choice
group games

Octopus

Tricky Tiggy

Musical
instrument craft

Cooking Club

Talent show

Make a storybook

Paster casting

Skipping

Chinese wall

Monkey bar
challenges

Playground fun

Number soccer

Frisbee

puppets
Charades

OSHC program phone: 0402 362 443/9842 2261
Coordinator: Kate
Assistants: Marie
OSHClub Head Office: 03 85649000
All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is Free!! Please create an account online at www.oshclub.com.au all bookings and
cancellations can also be managed via your online account. For on the day bookings please contact the Coordinator direct at the program.

Parent’s Association
Icy Pole Recess – actually only a $1.00 - this Friday @ the
Canteen.

Welcome back BBQ & welcome to our new families!
Thurs 25 February – 5.30pm onwards
PA selling delic BBQ sausages for $2.50 & $1.50 soft drinks.
Help still wanted!

Wednesday 2 March - Bakery Meal Deal.
A Dog-gone delicious lunch order.
Choice of Pizza Bread flavors like Hawaiian,
Margarita or BBQ, plus a drink for $6.00
Form sent home this week. Put your dough in an envelope & send
your order back by
Tuesday 1 March.
No late orders possible.

PA MEETING

Lots of great activities planned this Term but we need more ideas!
Meeting Friday 4 March @ 1.30pm in the Library.
Add your creative juices for 2016, volunteer to help with an event,
or just listen to discussions.
Everyone welcome. New families encouraged.

Basketball

The Donvale Primary Basketcases – News & Views!
U9 Dribblers: In a tough match, it was great to see the team trying so hard. Well done Dribblers! We can
already see everyone’s skills improving and are looking forward to next week’s game.
Under 9 Dynamites - Second win of the season with a 25-0 score line and fantastic team work. All players
pitched in and shared the ball around. Great goals to Joseph, Harper, Oliver and a huge 14-point game by
Cyrus
U9 Daredevils - A tough game but wonderful to see the boys working together.
Congratulations to Lucas who scored his first basket!
Another good win by the Dolphins, again against their class mates from the Dreamers. Zara and Allie
were the scorers and Abigail Coops won 'Dolphin of the Week' for being the best team player in only
her second game.
Under 11 Girls Donvale Diamonds – The Under 11 girls won their third game in a row. They performed
with clarity and brilliance living up to the name, Diamonds. Indi “pocket rocket” Merton shining on the
court. Great job girls!
Open Boys - The Dinosaurs played a hard fought match, eventually going down 28-31. Congratulations to
Khian on his first match.
It’s tough playing another Donvale Team,
but not when you look this good!
Check out the Under 9 girls match on Saturday,
with the new clash tops in use.
Looking awesome.

Advertising

More information on the following advertising is available from the
office:

The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers do not endorse the products or
services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the
accuracy or completeness of the information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the advertisers.

Playology - Runs play-based skills groups designed to meet the individual needs of your child and are run by an
experienced teacher.
Helen’s Drawing Classes - Engage your child in drawing classes specifically designed for children aged between
7 and 14.

Birthday Wishes To
Samuel C, Kade W, Abigail O, Amelie Y, Sophie S

Who are celebrating birthdays from 26th February to 3 March

