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At Donvale Primary School, we have an extensive whole school camping      

program commencing in the Foundation level and concluding with our year 5/6 

students enjoying a three or five day camp away alternating with either a beach 

or a bush setting.  Last week, our year 5 & 6 students ventured out to their 

school camp held at Waratah Beach. The students were extremely excited about 

the camp and the wonderful experiences that were available to them. Camps are 

a terrific opportunity for our students to experience life away from home      

supporting the development of independence and interpersonal skills.  

The benefits for children attending school camps are many, including: 

• Participation, new experiences and lots of fun 

• Development of social skills and independence 

• Personal challenges 

• Team building and leadership skills 

• Encouragement of physical fitness and active lifestyles 

 Learning to live and work together, as part of a camp community, by   

helping with duties. For instance, sweeping and tidying the cabins and 

helping around meal times including setting up, packing up, and washing 

up after a meal. 

Of course, teacher involvement is at the heart of every successful camp. And the 

staff on our 5/6 camp were no exception. They ensured the safety and wellbeing 

of every student. During the day, they guided and encouraged students and, at 

night, they reassured those that may have been feeling a little unsure about being 

away from home. It is hard but rewarding work. Thank you to Mr Gordon, Miss 

Cartledge, Mrs Wallis, Mrs Keep, Mrs Durante and Miss Dobby (student      

teacher) for their energy and passion in ensuring our students benefitted and 

enjoyed their entire camping experience.  

Some of the activities set for this camp included team building exercises on the 

low ropes, and personal challenges on the rock climbing wall and giant swing! 

The children had the opportunity to further develop their knowledge and           

understanding of their focused study on marine life by exploring marine        

creatures in a ‘rock pool ramble’. Of course, singing songs around the evening 

camp fire and going on an adventurous night walk all added to the positive 

learning experiences and memories for our students. Through the activities, the 

students learnt a lot about themselves and each other. To achieve many of the 

challenges, they had to work as a team! There was no way around it! Teacher-

student bonds and student friendships were strengthened and year groups were 

knitted more closely together. 
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Towards the end of next month, our year 3 & 4 students will be heading off to their camp in Yarra Junction –

Camp Adanac. Our students are very excited about this opportunity; for many it will be their first time away 

from home. Our Year 3 / 4 teachers have organised a parent information night on Tuesday 10th November 

7.00pm at the school so that any queries our 3 / 4 parents may have regarding the camp, can be                  

answered. I encourage all Year 3 / 4 parents to take this opportunity to attend this meeting if possible. 

Coming up shortly, November 6th, our Year 1 students’ camping experience involves a day at school where 

they participate in a variety of camping style activities. This may include making damper, singing campfire 

songs, orienteering, hut making, movies and a various craft tasks. Our Year 2 students will join our Year 1′s 

however their camping experience concludes with a sleepover at school. This program prepares our students 

for future camps and allows each child to engage in lots of fun activities outside of normal school hours. 

At the end of their first schooling year, Foundation students will experience the beginnings of a camping     

program. On Wednesday December 2nd, the school day begins early where our Foundation students arrive to 

school in their pyjamas and bags packed with school clothes, toothbrush and hair combs. After being served a 

hearty breakfast prepared by our staff, the students will then get themselves ready for school. This includes 

getting themselves dressed, brushing their teeth and combing their hair all in time to commence their usual 

school day at 9.00am. It is a wonderful opportunity to build on their developing confidence and independ-

ence.  

Parents, please don’t hesitate to send your child to any of our school camps. They will benefit hugely and keep 

many happy memories of their adventures for years to come! 

2016 Parent Requests: A final reminder to parents that if you have any particular requests for your 

child’s class placement for 2016, to please forward that request to me by this Friday 30th October.                

Unfortunately, I will not be taking requests after this date.  

Hooptime Success! Congratulations to the Senior Donvale Devils basketball team who yesterday competed 

in the finals of the school Hooptime competition. Our students achieved a fabulous victory winning by a close 

3 points. The team will now have the opportunity to compete in the state finals being held on November 27th.  

This is such an outstanding achievement! Well done to the basketballers - Emma, Jade, Jasmine, Leah, Dylan, 

Izaiah, Samuel, William and Michael. We wish them all the very best as they continue to move forward into the 

competition. Similarly, we wish the Junior Donvale Devils who will also be competing in the state final on  

November 26th, all the very best. Donvale PS certainly has some outstanding sports people.  Thank you again 

to their wonderful coach, Peter Buckle, who continually mentored and motivated the students to victory.  

Thank you also to the parents who supported the students by driving them to and from the stadium and     

staying courtside to cheer the team on.  Just wonderful. 

With Curriculum Day and Melbourne Cup holiday coming up next Monday and Tuesday respectively, I 

would like to wish you all a wonderful extended weekend if you are lucky enough to have this opportunity. 

May your horse be a winner! 

Some important dates for your diary: 

 Curriculum Day – Student Free Day – Monday Nov 2nd 

 Melbourne Cup Holiday – Tuesday Nov 3rd 

 Foundation 2016 Transition commences – Thursday Nov 5th 

 Year 1 / 2 Camp Activity Day and Year 2 Sleepover – Friday Nov 6th 

 Year 3 / 4 Camp Parent Information Evening – Tuesday November 10th 7.00pm.  

 Foundation Breakfast – Wednesday Dec 2nd  

 Parent Helpers Thank you morning tea – Wednesday Dec 2nd 

Hope you’re having a wonderful week. 

Lena Clark 

 

 



3 

November 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

2 

 

CURRICULUM DAY 

3 

 

MELBOURNE CUP 

DAY 
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Lunchtime: Jnr Chef 

Group 4 

5 

9.15-10.30:             

2016 Foundation    

Transition 

6 

All Day:  Incursion 

Ballet workshop for 

Years 3-6 

2.30-3.30:               

Performance by      

students for parents 

7 8 

Parent’s          

Association BBQ 

at Bunnings 

9 

Netball Clinic 

10 

2.00-3.15:            

2016 Foundation 

Transition 

Lunchtime:  Jnr Chef 

Group 5 

7pm:  Gr 3/4 Camp 

Info Night for      

parents 

11 

Lunchtime:  One off 

Sushi/Japanese 

Cooking 

 

7.00-8.30pm:     

2016 Foundation 

Parent Info Night 

12 13 

SRC ‘Movember’ Day—

selling choc milk at 

recess 

 

Glamour & Ghouls 

Disco:                      

F/1/2:      4.30-6.00pm  

3/4/5/6:  6.30-8.00pm 

14 15 

16 17 

Lunchtime:  Jnr Chef 

Group 6 

10.00-11.00:  Whole 

School Incursion— 

‘Styles of Music’ 

18 

2.30:  Yr 5/6      

Travelling on public 

transport incursion 

19 

9.15-10.30:             

2016 Foundation    

Transition 

 

 

20 

House Sports Day - 

Walk/Run Laps 

 

Pizza Meal Deal Day 

21 22 

23 24 

2.00-3.15:            

2016 Foundation 

Transition 

Lunchtime:  One off 

Tongan Cooking - 

Pineapple tart 

25 

Level 3/4 on Camp 

 

 

26 

Level 3/4 on Camp 

 

5/6 Pizza Night 

27 

Level 3/4 on Camp 

28 29 



4 

Assistant Principal Report 

Netball Clinic/Doncare Charity: 

On Monday 9th November around 20 SEDA netball students will be coming to Donvale to conduct a netball 

clinic for all grade levels. This will be similar to the highly enjoyable basketball clinic SEDA ran earlier this 

year. As part of their clinic these students have been asked to choose a charity to donate to. They have chosen 

Doncare and would like all our students to bring along non-perishable food items that they will collect on the 

day of the clinic. Please see the flyer below. As this clinic is highly professional and free to all our students I 

would encourage you to support their chosen charity be sending along appropriate food items over the next 

two weeks. Thanks. 

 

Ian McKinlay 
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FIT CLUB 

We meet every Friday morning after drop off and exercise until around 

9.45am.  It's free, everyone is welcome. 

Meet us in the GP room, bring a bottle of water and fitness mat if you have 

one.  For all fitness levels, do as much as you can or are comfortable with. 

It's a great way to support each other in a positive way.  Hope to see you there. 

Any questions please contact Laura (Giorgia F1HW) or Barbara (Theo 12C, Amanda 56W) or Alex (Patrick 

12W) 

 

PRODUCTION STUDIO PHOTOS 

All the second round orders have been handed out this week.  Please check with your child's teacher if you 

didn't get yours. 

As some parents have enquired about late orders, we are doing a last and final round of orders.  But            

unfortunately as there won't be enough orders we can not get the bulk price. 

The prices are : $5.00 for large size (6' X8') and $3.00 for small size (4'X6') 

$2.00 extra for each order to pay for the packaging. 

This last chance order is due TOMORROW, Friday 30th of October 2015.  After this date we cannot receive 

any more orders.  Any enquiries please contact Marina (Jesse 34R).  Thank you everyone for your support. 

 

DISC CAR PARK WORKS 

Manningham Council will be undertaking works to widen the entrance to DISC to make 

access for buses easier.  This will commence 4th November.  Although working hours 

have been reduced to 9am to 3pm to permit traffic entering/exiting the centre and        

reduce disruption while works are underway there may be some disruptions. 

 

AUSTRALIAN BALLET IN SCHOOLS PROGRAM 

This incursion will take place on Friday 6th November.  Notices will come home tomorrow with all details.  

Included in Snippets is a brief outline of the program. 

 

GROWING HEALTHY MINDS 

I have mentioned a very good website and Facebook page in Snippets previously. Once again, I have come 

across some great support for parents and teachers to help students who may be struggling with friendship 

issues.  

A Mighty Girl is the world’s largest collection of books, toys, movies, and music for parents, teachers, and  

others dedicated to raising smart, confident, and courageous girls and, of course, for girls themselves! 

Please read the article on the next page and check out A Mighty Girl Facebook page or                                

http://www.amightygirl.com/ to view some more helpful hints and tips.  

Happy reading! 

Lashay Cartledge 

General  

http://www.amightygirl.com/
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=ROAD+WORKS&view=detailv2&&id=D4BA955F9CAD7B2D36ED93C394C6ABAEC9C9CE88&selectedIndex=3&ccid=m3az0DPz&simid=608036291775956227&thid=OIP.M9b76b3d033f3b99dd962c4ee1353bd9eo0
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Parents are often startled to realize that relational aggression -- using the threat of removing friendship, ostracism, and 
other forms of social exclusion -- can appear in children as young as three years old. Moreover, as educators and parents 
observe these more subtle forms of bullying, it’s becoming clear that they require as much attention as physical          
aggression. In an excellent piece in the Wall Street Journal -- one especially worth reviewing during October's National 
Bullying Prevention Month -- Laura Barbour, a counselor at an Oregon elementary school, observes, “Kids forget about 
scuffles on the playground but they don't forget about unkind words or being left out.” 
 
Relational aggression appears to be more common in girls than boys, perhaps, researchers say, because the average girl is 
more socially developed and more verbal than a boy of the same age. These “mean girl” tactics are often considered a 
middle-school problem, but both parents and teachers report them in elementary school and even preschool classes. 
Laurel Klaasen, a counselor at an elementary school in Iowa, says, “They're already thinking at that age about being    
popular, being the queen of the classroom, or the queen of the playground and vying for that position.” 
 
While relational aggression tends to increase with age, parents and educators can do a lot to counteract it. Simple lessons 
in empathy -- “Imagine how it would feel if someone did that to you?” -- go a long way to preventing relational          
aggression. Tracy Ludwig, author of multiple anti-bullying books, also says that “kids don't understand that manipulating 
friendships and relationships is bullying and that's what I'm trying to educate the kids and the staff about.” When she 
does classroom presentations, one way she makes her point is to ask kids whether they would rather suffer a physical 
attack or relational aggression; over 90% of kids say relational aggression is more hurtful. In other words, she says, 
“They'd rather be punched in the stomach.” 
 
Most importantly, parents and teachers have to understand that relational aggression isn’t something kids, especially 
younger-grade kids, can work through on their own. Samantha Parent Walravens’ kindergarten daughter Genevieve   
ended up caught in a best-friends triangle that left her crying with a stomach ache, not wanting to go to school; with 
some cooperation from the teacher, they both encouraged the other girls to understand how Genevieve felt, and         
encouraged Genevieve to develop other friendships to support her. Walravens says, “I always tell her you can go to me 
or the teacher and we will help you work it out. A lot of the stuff they can't work out on their own.” 
 
You can read the full article about relational aggression in young children on the Wall Street Journal at http://
on.wsj.com/1O94Ns9 
 
For two books for young children that address relational aggression, we highly recommend "Trouble Talk" for ages 6 to 
9 (http://www.amightygirl.com/trouble-talk) and "My Secret Bully" for ages 5 to 8 (http://www.amightygirl.com/my-
secret-bully). 
 

https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=LFoAiInNkAL80OMwgemF_nrDJlj9yoak0QHpTsBAE9GdEKbaltLSCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AbwBuAC4AdwBzAGoALgBjAG8AbQAvADEATwA5ADQATgBzADkA&URL=http%3a%2f%2fon.wsj.com%2f1O94Ns9
https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=LFoAiInNkAL80OMwgemF_nrDJlj9yoak0QHpTsBAE9GdEKbaltLSCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AbwBuAC4AdwBzAGoALgBjAG8AbQAvADEATwA5ADQATgBzADkA&URL=http%3a%2f%2fon.wsj.com%2f1O94Ns9
https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=yNH9ZpJGokcWDOD3CZ9Dnqu7qejfuPvFgzEK1gHdlrKdEKbaltLSCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBhAG0AaQBnAGgAdAB5AGcAaQByAGwALgBjAG8AbQAvAHQAcgBvAHUAYgBsAGUALQB0AGEAbABrAA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.amightygirl.com%2ftrouble-
https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=NmCZLqSrS7ipWEBZPhRncetTLFO3sRcBIm4YL8nd8C6dEKbaltLSCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBhAG0AaQBnAGgAdAB5AGcAaQByAGwALgBjAG8AbQAvAG0AeQAtAHMAZQBjAHIAZQB0AC0AYgB1AGwAbAB5AA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.amightygirl.com%2f
https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=NmCZLqSrS7ipWEBZPhRncetTLFO3sRcBIm4YL8nd8C6dEKbaltLSCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBhAG0AaQBnAGgAdAB5AGcAaQByAGwALgBjAG8AbQAvAG0AeQAtAHMAZQBjAHIAZQB0AC0AYgB1AGwAbAB5AA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.amightygirl.com%2f
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A helpful resource for older children (7 to 12) that addresses bullying of all types and help kids learn how to stand up for 
themselves and others in a positive, productive manner is "Stand Up for Yourself and Your Friends" at http://
www.amightygirl.com/stand-up-for-yourself-and-your-friends 
 
For parenting resources that deal specifically with relational aggression, we recommend “Little Girls Can Be Mean: Four 
Steps to Bully-Proof Girls in the Early Grades” (http://www.amightygirl.com/little-girls-can-be-mean), which tackles 
relational aggression in the early grades, and “Queen Bees and Wannabes” (http://www.amightygirl.com/queen-bees-and
-wannabes), which discusses relational aggression tactics among tweens and teens.  
 
For a variety of books for kids and parents that address bullying of all types, we've prepared a three-part blog series on 
bullying prevention.  
 
In the first part of the series, we showcase books for preschool and early elementary-aged children on teaching empathy 
and responding to bullying: "The End of Bullying Begins With Me": Bullying Prevention Books for Young Mighty Girls," 
at http://www.amightygirl.com/blog?p=4741 
 
In the second post, we feature recommendations for tweens and tweens: "Taking a Stand Against Bullying: Bullying   Pre-
vention Books for Tweens and Teens" at http://www.amightygirl.com/blog?p=4804  
 
And, in our final post, we share resources for parents and educators to help them better understand childhood bullying 
and learn how best to respond to it: "Leading the Way: Bullying Prevention Books for Parents and Educators," at http://
www.amightygirl.com/blog?p=4900 

Waratah Bay 5/6 Camp from the adult’s perspective   

Yes, it's true. Camp, for the staff, is A LOT of work. There are hours and hours of pre, during and post camp paper 

work, organisation and to do lists to complete (the most important item, for staff; pack lots of chocolate for after lights 

out!).  From the moment we drive out of the DISC carpark with 60 animated kids in tow, all the stress and business is all 

but forgotten. 
 

Before camp, Mrs Clark wrote a great article in Snippets about all the benefits camp offers to students, such as team 

building skills, building resilience and independence, as well as the benefits of hands on curriculum. 

All that is very true. However, from staff who have just returned from 3 long days and 2 ‘mostly sleepless’ nights, we can 

honestly say that camp offers so much more. Not just for the students, but for the staff. 

 

For us, camp truly is a time for us to enjoy seeing all the life lessons we teach, the team building skills we try to instil and 

the kindness to others we model really come to life in the children we put our heart and soul into nurturing, each and 

every day.  

Teaching is so, so, so much more than ticking boxes and churning through curriculum. We work with children because 

we care about them. We care how much pride they have in themselves. We care if they go out of their way for others. 

We care if they encourage others to do their best. We care if they challenge themselves to go that extra mile. We care if 

they come to us if they just need some TLC because they miss their families. We care if they show great manners to the 

staff employed by the camp. We care if they demonstrate wonderful leadership skills. Most of all, we care enough to keep 

them safe and to return them back to you in one piece, with humongous smiles on their sleepy faces.  

Camp gave staff an opportunity to see all of this, and so much more in the students. And for us, that is certainly a box 

we can tick off with great pride! 

 

One more thing that camp offers staff is camaraderie. Not just between us and the kids, but with each other. We are very 

fortunate at Donvale Primary that we work with brilliant staff who put in maximum effort each and every day. Often, we 

are so busy keeping our own heads above water in terms of day to day class management and paperwork, that we forget 

to stop and chat and just remember how much we actually like and enjoy working with each other. That is one of the 

greatest gifts camp offers the adults, and we had an absolutely wonderful time with each other! 

 

So to the parents of the 5/6 students, we would like to say thank you. Thank you for the privilege of allowing us to take 

your precious children away, and for trusting that we will continue to nurture and care for them as if they were our own.  

We loved every minute of it. Even the sleepless nights!!  

 

Miss Cartledge, Mr Gordon, Mrs Wallis, Mrs Keep, Mrs Grimes, Mrs Durante and Miss Dobby.  

https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=YTzW4UhTJs_tNgnk3Q9Um2DZjHxddSJV4fH_d5FzGPmdEKbaltLSCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBhAG0AaQBnAGgAdAB5AGcAaQByAGwALgBjAG8AbQAvAHMAdABhAG4AZAAtAHUAcAAtAGYAbwByAC0AeQBvAHUAcgBzAGUAbABmAC0AYQBuAGQALQB5AG8AdQByAC0A
https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=YTzW4UhTJs_tNgnk3Q9Um2DZjHxddSJV4fH_d5FzGPmdEKbaltLSCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBhAG0AaQBnAGgAdAB5AGcAaQByAGwALgBjAG8AbQAvAHMAdABhAG4AZAAtAHUAcAAtAGYAbwByAC0AeQBvAHUAcgBzAGUAbABmAC0AYQBuAGQALQB5AG8AdQByAC0A
https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=siKuzqVNIZO2iEroG0XNhR5D8iHyyxi_8LXdYONcgfSdEKbaltLSCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBhAG0AaQBnAGgAdAB5AGcAaQByAGwALgBjAG8AbQAvAGwAaQB0AHQAbABlAC0AZwBpAHIAbABzAC0AYwBhAG4ALQBiAGUALQBtAGUAYQBuAA..&URL=http%3a%2f%
https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=e6gnl5DH75keWFMw6BJ5mz2aePBhQkoFcaDP5QaNcdudEKbaltLSCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBhAG0AaQBnAGgAdAB5AGcAaQByAGwALgBjAG8AbQAvAHEAdQBlAGUAbgAtAGIAZQBlAHMALQBhAG4AZAAtAHcAYQBuAG4AYQBiAGUAcwA.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fww
https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=e6gnl5DH75keWFMw6BJ5mz2aePBhQkoFcaDP5QaNcdudEKbaltLSCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBhAG0AaQBnAGgAdAB5AGcAaQByAGwALgBjAG8AbQAvAHEAdQBlAGUAbgAtAGIAZQBlAHMALQBhAG4AZAAtAHcAYQBuAG4AYQBiAGUAcwA.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fww
https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=lXz8kt4GIkeW5TJ7TXzQ0j050-pR5SBHe7E1ET9yKUKdEKbaltLSCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBhAG0AaQBnAGgAdAB5AGcAaQByAGwALgBjAG8AbQAvAGIAbABvAGcAPwBwAD0ANAA3ADQAMQA.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.amightygirl.com%2fblog%3fp%3d4
https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=ifiuRSadjlSU46nPznrynHHD3mpbxG6YsISxN02mvQSdEKbaltLSCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBhAG0AaQBnAGgAdAB5AGcAaQByAGwALgBjAG8AbQAvAGIAbABvAGcAPwBwAD0ANAA4ADAANAA.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.amightygirl.com%2fblog%3fp%3d4
https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=NUel4IftY_gmrxkumUEtZUyROvBweWq33yGayD3IaxydEKbaltLSCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBhAG0AaQBnAGgAdAB5AGcAaQByAGwALgBjAG8AbQAvAGIAbABvAGcAPwBwAD0ANAA5ADAAMAA.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.amightygirl.com%2fblog%3fp%3d4
https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=NUel4IftY_gmrxkumUEtZUyROvBweWq33yGayD3IaxydEKbaltLSCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBhAG0AaQBnAGgAdAB5AGcAaQByAGwALgBjAG8AbQAvAGIAbABvAGcAPwBwAD0ANAA5ADAAMAA.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.amightygirl.com%2fblog%3fp%3d4
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Some memories of the Level 5/6 Waratah Beach Camp 

Holding on for dear life, I started going higher and higher up!  

"I can do this. I can do this" I whispered to myself. 

"Come on Annie, go higher!" yelled my group.  

3, 2, 1 and off I went swinging back and forth!  

Thanks to all the encouragement of my friends I went to the top of the Giant Swing!  

I will always remember the awesome activities and friendly and welcoming faces of Suze, Luke and Nick…. Thanks 
to them they made my stay the best. 

 

By Anastasia T 

Camp was amazing. It was one of the best experiences of my life. I wish I could relive 
each and every moment. The flying fish was scary, but with my friends supporting me I 
got through it. Camp is great to learn responsibility and team work. All the        
initiative courses were great to help us improve our team work skills.  
Nick the cook was a real chef, and the food was delicious; although, I did I miss my 
mums food!  
At night ALL the cabins were noisy, even when we supposed be asleep! I love camp and I 
can't wait until next year!  
By Nathalie L 

Mandarin Messages (hàn yǔ xìn xī) 

2015年10月29日 

大家好 (dà jiā hǎo – Hello everyone)! Just a couple of suggestions this week!  

A fantastic Chinese-English, English-Chinese app to have on your phone or tablet is 

Pleco Chinese Dictionary. I would suggest that ALL students download it! Using a 

dictionary when learning Mandarin is not simple and requires a certain set of skills in 

order to master it as there are many varied meanings and translations depending on 

the context, however this app is a good place to start! The android version has a 

handwriting option included whereas the iOS version requires you to purchase the option.  

Secondly, one thing that we concentrate on when learning Mandarin are tones. One simple but effective re-

source to practise listening and pronouncing pinyin and characters with the correct tone can be found at the 

following website: http://pinyinpractice.com/tones.htm. I encourage everyone to have a go!  

Have a great long weekend! 

Ms. Serina Lee 

Mandarin 

http://pinyinpractice.com/tones.htm
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Camp was amazingly crazy! The 5/6s had so much fun but what I enjoyed the most were the disco and jail-

break in the initiatives course. 

Jailbreak is when you have to get your team over a high ledge that had a tyre in the middle. Jailbreak was a team 

effort and everyone had to give a helping hand for each team. 

The disco was just a late night where everyone can talk and dance. During the disco the 5/6's played games and 

had dance battles. Disco was crazily amazing for the 5/6s. 

I ENJOYED CAMP!!     Daniel S 
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This week's session was full of team building work and how we were able to 

do anything if we are helping each other.  We started the session with the 

little chefs making the pancake batter from scratch under my guidance.  We 

learnt the skill of how to keep the batter a smooth consistency and how to fix 

little hiccups during the mixing/cooking process.  So if too thick we add extra water, and if too thin just add 

extra flour.  This has to be done sometimes as different flour and types of eggs can result in different           

consistency in the batter mix. 

Barbara then showed them how to cook the pancake perfectly with the fry 

pan and also the secret of how to keep the pancakes separate when you 

stack them on the plate after cooking. 

Laura ended the session by guiding them on how to do their food       

presentation. 

Everyone is different so we always encourage the little chefs to create their 

own masterpieces.  And believe me, their creations were magnificent. 

We can see the progress of their skills from earlier this year when they    

started, compared to this term. 

Thank you to Laura Emozione, Marina Younger, Barbara Hoglund, Jacinta 

Erwin, Kim Merton, Jass Kalsi, Vicky Siatos, Mrs Clark and Martin for   

helping with the program. 

We are also trying to make the most of our school vegetable garden as much 

as possible.  Also we don't like to waste any food, so we used broccoli leaves, turnip leaves and cauliflower 

leaves for our soup and curry. You can also just stir fry the leaves with onion, salt and pepper.  They always 

taste yummy as they're really fresh and organic. We don't need too many spices at all, their natural flavour is 

just magnificent. 

Some adventurous little chefs joined us eating curry, and surprised me that they actually can take the spiciness 

of the food.  Well done boys and girls. 

Looking forward to joining in with Jass this afternoon with her little chefs in her Indian kitchen. 

Next Tuesday is a public holiday so we are having group 4 join us in the pancake kitchen on Wednesday the 

4th of November 2015. 

Ingredients we need are: strawberries, honeydew melon, mint, any fresh fruits. 

We don't cook, we create food. 

Liang Dimitroff 

Junior Chef Club 

FROM THE SWEET KITCHEN: 

- Pavit K 56G: I loved the dish and it was really easy 

to make. 

- Alex B 34M: Loved it!! I want more! I did some help 

after the class  

and Liang gave me an extra serving. 

- Amelia S 12W: It's yummy! I like everything about it. 

- Bani K 12W: Great to make at home on a hot day. 

- Scott M 12W: It was almost the best thing in the 

world. 

- Indi M 12W: I could eat 100 servings of this!! 

- Allie E 12W: I would eat these everyday! 

- Peter T 12W: Brilliant. 

- Spencer P 12W: Really good and tasty. 
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Basketball 

 DONVALE PRIMARY 

Dolphins played an excellent game 32 - 0 against OLOP Flames, fantastic goals scored by 

Zara W. Player of the week going to Alannah T.    

No game this Saturday enjoy the super long weekend!   

Next Game: 7th Nov 11am DISC Crt 2 against OLOP Ladybirds  

 

Diamonds started the term playing in the local derby against the Daffodils. Wearing the 

green clash tops didn't quite bring them the luck of the Irish, but there were lots of players 

getting shot attempts up which was great to see. Breakthrough game for Eva who shot her 

first ever goal. Great to see her team mates almost as excited as she was! 

 

Thanks to Amelia and Olivia for filling in the second week, and to Jacinta for coaching whilst Lisa was away. 

This week the girls got off to a great start with three goals, and were sharing the ball around with lots of passes. 

U9 Boys Daredevils – Lost 16-14 in a great game, we led until the last 30 seconds. Well played everyone. 

 

COME & TRY BASKETBALL 

Lay-ups, dribbling & drills galore on Wednesday night at DISC! 

‘Come & Try Basketball’ goes for another week. 

Last week 4 November:  3.45 – 4.45pm. 

Join the fun!  $3.00, bring a ball & a drink bottle. 

If you can’t make it but you’re interested in playing next year, 

Please contact Cass or Kim or ask at the Office to be put in touch. 

__________________ 

Registration forms were handed out last night, please return them with money on Wednesday 4th          November. 

If you didn’t receive a registration form, they are available at the office. 

Current players will receive registration forms from their team manager at the next game. 

- Amy L 12W: I could eat it for hours. 

- Jackson C 34M: 5 stars! Marvellous. 

- Lachlan H 34M: Extremely fantastic, fine to do 

and I will always make  

pancake from scratch. 

- Nikita S 34S: They taste good with ice cream. 

Zoe S 34M: I'll definitely have them on a Monday 

morning. 

- Yuting W 34M: It was yummy. I'll make them at 

home. 

-Max M 34M: I liked the caramel topping. 

- Aaron R 56W: I loved the food. 

- Dylan S 56W: I liked the pancakes because they're 

tasty. 

- Robbi S 34E: Fantastic. 

- Eddy S 34M: The best. 
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OSHClub News 

Before School / After School Care Program  

Program Update 

Dear families, 

This week we have had lots of fun with spooky crafts and cooking activities to celebrate Halloween.  Our prep        

students have really engaged with the art and craft activities this week including pipe cleaner spiders, handprint bats 

and vampire masks.  Some of the older children also enjoyed making jelly worms for the group to enjoy. 

Despite being a short week at OshClub next week, we have packed in a lot of fun activities to                                            

keep us busy!  These include Melbourne Cup and Diwali Festival crafts as well as some cooking activities and group 

games. 

                              

 

 

 

Birthdays:  Happy belated birthday to Ben P. for the 20th October.  Hope you had a great day Ben. 

Just a reminder that as it is Term 4, it’s time to Slip, Slop Slap!  Please make sure your child brings a hat to the        

OshClub program. OshClub has a “No hat- No outside play” policy.  OshClub provides sunscreen.  If your child is 

allergic to a particular type of sun cream please inform the coordinator at the program and ensure that your child 

brings an alternative sunscreen. 

Remember bookings can be made right until 12pm the night before, or you can book on the day by calling or 

leaving the text message but there will be an extra charge of $3.00 for bookings within 24 hours. If you’re ever 

stuck and would like your child to attend OSH After School Care you can call me or leave a message on 0402 

362 443 and I will get back to you. For some reason if you need to cancel the child from attending the after 

school care session you can cancel online if it is before 24 hours or leave a text message on the program 

phone (0402362443/98422261) if it is on the day. 

Please remember to update the contact details (Especially the phone numbers and 
address) on the enrolment form if  there is any change. This can be done online at 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

  
   

Before Care      
Activities 

  
  

Curriculum Day 

  
  

Melbourne Cup    
public holiday 

Craft: Horseshoe 
decorations 

  
Game: Gaga Ball 

  

Craft:  Diwali Door 
hanging 

  
Game: Ball tiggy 

Board Games 

Game: Fruit salad 

 
  
  

        After Care 
         Activities 

  
  

Curriculum Day 

  
  

Melbourne Cup 
public holiday 

Craft: Horse collage 
  

Game: Horse races 
  

Cooking: Pumpkin 
scones 

  
Game: Run the 

gauntlet 

Science: Weaving 
  

Game: Red Letter 

OSHC program phone: 0402 362 443/9842 2261 

Coordinator: Kate 

Assistants: Caroline and Emily 

OSHClub Head Office: 03 85649000 

All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is Free!! Please create an account online at www.oshclub.com.au all bookings and 
cancellations can also be managed via your online account. For on the day bookings please contact the Coordinator direct at the program. 

http://www.oshclub.com.au/
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In 2015 Out There will visit cities and townships in Victoria, New South Wales, South Australia, Queensland, ACT, Northern 

Territory and Tasmania. The Ensemble is comprised of David Bremner, Jasmin Dwyer, Chantelle van der Hoek and David 

James, supported by Dance Education Ensemble Manager Hayley Arundel and led Senior Education Manager Katy McKe-

own.  

 

“Their own demonstrations of the dance moves inspired awe and wonder in the students and everyone had a marvellous 

day as a result. We still can't believe our luck at being chosen for this experience. The cost of bringing a year level into the 

city is fairly prohibitive for us out here in the outer suburbs.”  

– The Arts Team, Mill Park Heights Primary School, 2013 
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Parent’s Association 

It’s the Recess we had to have. 

 

 

 

 

 

Icy Pole Recess - $1.00!  

FRIDAY 30 OCTOBER Sales from the canteen window. 

 

Treats sold every Friday @ recess for the rest of Term…. 

Big thanks to the 3 Foundation mums who made  

many kids happy last week.   

 

If you’re interested in helping @ Treat Recess on a    Friday,  

leave your name & number @ the office with the lovely Wen-
dy & someone will be in touch! 

Meal Deal - Thursday October 29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

but everyone loves them  

especially the kids!! 

PA sizzled over 180 sausages & served up 
mega muffins. Great job PA, we love your 

work!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be a Sausage Superhero @ the         Bunnings 
BBQ - Sunday 8th November. 

Volunteers needed for the Afternoon shifts, 
12-2pm, 2-4pm & 4-5.30pm  

If you can help, fill out a form @ the office & 
snag a spot.   

It’s the night for Ghouls & Glamour-kids. 

School Disco Friday 13 November!  What a 

Thriller. 

  
12 – 2 

  

Name 
  

Mobile No 

    

  
2 - 4 

  

Name 
  

Mobile No 

    

  
4 – 5.30 

  

Name 
  

Mobile No 
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Parents Association 

Kids’ Disco 

       GLAMOUR and GHOULS on Friday 13th 
 

When   Friday 13th November 2015 
Where  GP room, Donvale Primary School 
Times ‐ F,1,2  Foundation, Grades 1 and 2   4.30pm – 6.00pm 
Times ‐ 3,4,5,6  Grades 3, 4, 5, 6                        6.30pm – 8.00pm 
Cost per ticket  $5.00 ( a pre-purchased ticket is required by each attending student) 
 
Please fill out the form below and return it to school with the correct money in a named envelope 
by Wednesday 4th November 2015.  Tickets and parent rosters will be issued on Tuesday 

10th November 2015.  Canteen choices and prices will be published in Snippets on 12th 
November 2015 

On the night children MUST be personally dropped off and collected at the designated times. 
The authorised adult will be required to sign the child/ren out on collection. 
‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐  

Permission Form ‐ Parents Association Kids’ Disco Friday 13th 

November 2015 
 

NamName of Child Clas Class $5.0  $5.00 

   

   

   

Number of tickets purchased: ___________ Amount Enclosed: $_____________ (correct money 
please) 
In order to run the disco we require Parent Supervision and canteen help on the night.  Please 
indicate (tick) the session where you can help, thanks. 
 

Name Mobile No Junior  Senior 

    

    
I, (Parent/Guardian’s full name ‐ print) ________________________________________________ 
give permission for my child/ren to attend the Kids’ Disco  

 
EMERGENCY CONTACTS ON THE NIGHT: 
 
1. Name______________________________________Number________________________ 
 
2. Name______________________________________Number________________________ 
 

In the event of any illness or accident, I authorise the obtaining on my behalf of such medical 

assistance as my child may require.  I accept all operation, blood transfusions, and/or anaesthetic 

risks involved, and the responsibility for payment of any expenses thus incurred. 

(Parent/Guardian’s Signature)_______________________________________________ 



16 

Advertising  
Material 

The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers do not     

endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No representation, warranty or 

undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or completeness of the information presented in this 

publication, or any claims made by the advertisers.  

More information on the following advertising is available from the office: 

 

Relationships Australia Victoria  -  ‘Separation and divorce:  Supporting your children’  FREE Information     

session on Monday 9 Nov at 7pm in Greensborough. 

 

Birthday Wishes To 
 

Amelia S, Lachlan O, Jasmine B 

 

 
Who are celebrating birthdays from 30th October to 5th November 

 Are you in grade 3, 4, 5 or 6? 

All are welcome, simply come along for a 

good time in a fun & safe environment. 

 

Divas for girls  

and 

Mates for boys 

 Join us for the rest of  2015 - we’d love to meet 

you! 

Doncaster Church of Christ, 680 Doncaster Rd 

Enquires phone 9848 1546 email                                      

brendan@doncasterchurch.org.au 

  

  

5 Nov - Footy and Ovals 

19 Nov - Science 

3 Dec - Gradation 

  

  

4:30 - 6pm 

Fortnightly Thursdays 

Cost: $2 

Pots, Paints & Plants - 26 Oct 

Messy Games - 9 Nov 

Swimming Night - 23 Nov 

Christmas Party - 7 Dec 

7 - 8:30pm 

Fortnightly Mondays 

Cost: $4 


