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Principal’s Column
Welcome to Spring! We can finally look forward to the warmer weather and
move away from what I have been told is to have been the coldest Winter
Melbourne has experienced in 26 years. Phew! It’s such a relief to know that! I
thought I was just getting old and feeling the cold more because of it. So lovely
to see the blossoms blooming on our trees, flowers blooming in our gardens and
our veggies growing magnificently in our garden beds. Spring has certainly
sprung at Donvale PS.
Working Bee: Just to make our school grounds look even more impressive, the
parents and staff that attended last Sunday’s Working Bee worked tirelessly in
developing our brand new indigenous garden. It is located along the senior
school side fence line near the forest area. Please take the time to go for a walk
along that area to view all the new plantings. I’m sure you will agree that it looks
fantastic and makes for a wonderful new addition to our school grounds. Many
thanks to Mrs Erskine-Behr, Mr McKinlay and Mr O’Connor for their work in
organising and developing the garden. Also a big thank you to the following
families for lending a helping hand at the Working Bee to achieve so much…
Yeoman, Giannakenas, Buszko, Raftopoulos, Younger, Shimmin, Dimitroff,
Fraser, Smith, Hogland, Scott, Warner / MacDonald, Jaeggi and Shabani. Thank
you to Jo Wood for the delicious BBQ she prepared for the very hungry
workers. You are all great.

Elata Street, Donvale
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Fax: 03-9841 7033
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www.donvaleps.vic.edu.au

NAPLAN 2016:
This year’s 2016 Naplan results were recently released to
schools. I have had some time to review our results and discuss with our School
Council. I am very proud of our achievements and am pleased to share our
results with our community. Our Year 3 results show our students to be
achieving above state level in all the assessed areas of Reading, Writing, Spelling,
Grammar and Punctuation, and Numeracy. The Year 5 results show our
students also achieving above state level in all the assessed areas except for
Spelling where our results are only very slightly below that of state. National data
comparatives have not yet been provided. These results are outstanding and can
only be achieved through a consistent and dedicated approach to teaching and
learning. We have a wonderful staff at DPS who is always very strongly
supported by a parent community that understands the importance of working
together and a team approach. Congratulations to all our students and staff on
these wonderful results.
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Students Attitudes to School Data:
Earlier on this year, the Year 5 and 6 students participated in
the Education Department’s ‘Attitude to School’ survey. This survey is aimed to collect data from our senior
students to assist us with future planning for the school as well as giving us an insight into their perception of
the school, their wellbeing, teaching and learning and development of relationships. With variable results
across all areas of the survey, I am very pleased to say that we are generally at or above state and regional
average. These results tell us that our students feel safe at school, confident and connected with the teaching
and learning provided, enjoy the time with their friends and are generally very happy to be students at Donvale
Primary School. These results speak loudly in saying that DPS is a great school. We know this because the
students are telling us so!
DPS Facebook Page:
Early next term, Donvale PS will be launching its very own Facebook page.
This is exciting news for us as it will provide another forum for our school to share and celebrate in the
wonderful learning and teaching that takes place on a daily basis at our school. In order to ensure that the site
is a positive forum for our school and community, School Council has developed a ‘Facebook Code of
Conduct’ policy. This is now available for viewing on our website.
http://donvaleps.vic.edu.au/school-info/policies/
I look forward to launching this site shortly and celebrating the achievements of our school with the broader
community. Thank you to Rick Gordon and Meagan Wilson, in particular, for their work in developing the
page for our school.
OSHC Holiday Program:
A parent at our school recently inquired as to the possibility of Donvale
PS running a school holiday program on our premises. I certainly have no objections to this however whether
or not this is possible is determined by OSHC. They will only run such a program at our school if it is a viable
option for them. In order to determine viability, they are asking parents who currently use the OSHC program
and other parents who would be interested in a holiday program to complete the survey found on the
following link.
http://www.surveymethods.com/EndUser.aspx?C5E18D95C5819190CF

This will provide OSHC with a much better idea of the numbers of families who would use a Holiday
Program at the school and whether it is going to be viable to run. If you are interested in such a program at
our school, I urge you to respond to the survey asap.
Father’s Day: Wishing all our Donvale Dads a wonderful Father’s Day on Sunday. I hope that you enjoy
your special day.
Some important dates for your diary:
Father’s Day Stall

Friday 4th September

State Schools Spectacular

Saturday 12th September

School Production

Tuesday 15th & Wednesday 16th September

End Term 3

Friday 18th September 2.30 Early dismissal

Hope you’re having a wonderful week.

Lena Clark
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September
Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

Sun

1

2

3

4

5

6

12
Victorian State
Schools
Spectacular
performance day

13

19

20

7pm: School Council
meeting

7

8

9

Father’s Day Stall

10

11

Hot Dog & Muffin
Meal Deal (Students

All Day: SSS spectacular
technical rehearsal at

wear footy jumpers

Hisense Arena

All Day: SSS spectacular
dress rehearsal at
Hisense Arena

over their school
uniform, no face
paint or hair colour)

14
9.00-4.00: Whole
School Production
Technical Rehearsal

16

15
7.30pm: Whole
School Production
Performance at Yarra
Valley Grammar

17

18
Last day Term 3:
2.30 Dismissal

7.30pm: Whole
School Production
Performance at Yarra
Valley Grammar

Donvale Primary School
Presents

BOOK NOW!
BRING YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS
Tuesday 15th September - Wednesday 16th September
7.30pm
George Wood Performing Arts Centre
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General
Last week for earn and learn stickers! This promotion ends September 8th.
Thank you to the families who have dropped off stickers and/or sheets, our box at the office is
pretty full. This will certainly earn us some great educational resources.
School Pick Up and Drop Off Zone
Unfortunately there are still some parents who continue to misuse our school pick up and
drop off zone. I ask again for all parents who use this zone in dropping off and picking up
their children, to not use this area as a parking space. It is NOT a parking space. Parents
that park their cars in this area compromise the safety of our children. For this reason, this
continued inconsiderate behaviour by some of our parents cannot be tolerated. I urge all
parents to be respectful of our rules ensuring that our children can walk into and out of our school in a safe
and timely manner.
Thank you
Lena Clark

From The Art Room
ART ROOM DONATIONS PLEASE!
Spring has most certainly sprung and in the art room this means fun fun fun!
I have been busy planning our term 4 art projects and would like to put a call out to all families for some reuse,
repurpose and recycle materials. If you have any of the following items I would greatly welcome them into the
art room so students can turn them into amazing creations!
Fabric, ribbons, buttons, zips, wool, string, beads.
Small cardboard boxes, card board tube (No toilet rolls please).
CDs and vinyl records. These are actually for a whole school art project planned for term 4 so keep an eye
out for details early term 4.
Thank you so much Donvale Primary school families I appreciate the support.
Mrs Ruth Donaldson
Visual Arts
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Junior Chef Club
Last week we felt like we were in Rome, with all the kneading, rolling, wrapping
and of course eating pasta.
We also managed to speak a few Italian words, wow. Well done boys and girls.
Of course, one off special sessions like this don't just happen.
So thank you very much to Laura Emozione and her team helpers for giving this
opportunity to the children.
The good news is many other team helpers have agreed to run a few more one off
sessions, so stay tuned.
Imagine a taste of Japanese food, Indian food, Dutch food, Tongan food and
many more cultures coming to the Junior Chef room.
Thank you again for the team helpers for supporting this program.
Also for preserving this program's philosophy which is "All home made with a touch of creativity in the food
presentation".
Looking forward to joining in with Barbara Hoglund and her little chefs next Tuesday the 8th at lunch time.
We are going to learn how to make everything from scratch and each child will have the opportunity the make
their own individual "Trifle" masterpiece.
Plus to make the most of the produce from our own school garden, Barbara is going to make home made
lemonade with the little chefs as well.
So if your child would like to join in with Barbara, please send in $4 with your child's name and class to the
office and we will send home the form.
Be quick as only a few spots are left.
We don't cook, we create food.
Liang Dimitroff
ITALIAN COOKING CLASS:
Whatever is happening in your life can be fixed; in Italy we do it with a plate of pasta! And if it’s handmade
from scratch all the troubles are forgotten, because it takes time to make it, starting with flour and eggs, mix it
and knead it, and the pasta machine, and the different shapes, and make the sauce: you won’t have time to
think of anything else. On Thursday 27th we all had an Italian festa in the Junior Chef room and the children
smashed it! They were all pros! I am so proud of them, as they paid close attention to the technique and many
of them kept saying “I’ve done it! It’s so easy! I am going to make these with mum!”. This warms my heart and
makes me realise it was a success! At the end of the learning part they had the tasting and it was the quietest
time of the session: mouths full, taking in all the flavour and all the magic of making
pasta, asking for double and triple servings.
Thank you very much to Lena Clark for her support and trust, to Liang Dimitroff for
patiently teaching me all I need to know with kindness and a smile, to the fab mums
that came to my rescue and helped hugely during and after the class: Barbara Hoglund,
Marina Younger, Cassandra Buckle and to Caroline Collins.
Laura Emozione
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FROM THE ITALIAN KITCHEN:
-Chloe C. FB: It’s yummy and really easy to make.
-Eleanor C. F1HW: Easy to make but it’s hard to do the wrapping.
-Chloe C.FGH: Good and delicious.
-Emily B. 12C: I love the filling and very easy to make.
-James T. 12SM: I love the taste.
-Christopher N. 12C: Amazing and great.
-Jessica N. FGH: I made three pasty.
-Caroline C.: They were amazing, they tastes amazing, wonderful.
-Alessio G. 34M: Easy to make and really good.
-Alex B. 34M: Can’t get enough and I want more!
-Joseph B. F1HW: "Epicly" awesome.
-Luca L. 34R: I think the ricotta is really nice.
-Noah L. 12S: Delicious and I can’t eat any more as I am full.
-Harper C. F1HW: Good, yummy and I like the sauce.
-Giorgia E. F1HW: Easy and delicious.
-Jesse Y. 34R: Yummy, enough is never enough!

From The Students
On Friday, my Scout Group had a meeting, and Mr Ryan Smith and Ms
Michelle Kleinert came along to get 'scarfed up' by me! I am a Chief
Scout Ambassador, which means I get the privilege of 'scarfing up'
people in the community so they can promote scouting.
'Scarfing up' is when ambassadors like me present members of the
community with the Victorian State Scarf, making them a friend of
scouting. Our Chief Scout is Shane Jacobson, who kids might know
from the new movie 'Odd Ball' and parents might remember from the movie 'Kenny'. Earlier this year, I got to meet
Shane when I was invested as a Chief Scout Ambassador, and he presented me with a special scarf.
I will be scarfing up Mrs Clark and Mr McKinlay at assembly soon!
By Sophie L 56C
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OSHClub News
Before School / After School Care Program
Program Update
Dear families,
Not long until the term wraps up and I must say I am quite enjoying my time here at Donvale PS. The
children are fantastic and we are having heaps of fun this week making things to welcome the Spring time
and in preparation for Father’s Day. Next week we will be looking at Endangered Species and focusing on
safety.
Just a reminder that bookings for holiday program are now open. If you have any questions please do not
hesitate to come have a chat.
Thanks,
Joyce
Remember bookings can be made right until 12pm the night before, or you can book on the day by calling or leaving
the text message but there will be an extra charge of $3.00 for bookings within 24 hours. If you’re ever stuck and would
like your child to attend OSH After School Care you can call me or leave a message on 0402 362 443 and I will get back
to you. For some reason if you need to cancel the child from attending the after school care session you can cancel
online if it is before 24 hours or leave a text message on the program phone (0402362443/98422261) if it is on the day.

Please remember to update the contact details (Especially the phone numbers and address) on the

Before Care
Activities

After Care
Activities

Monday

Tuesday

Endangered Animals Posters

Cyber Safety

Children’s Choice
Game

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Safety Roles

Pancakes

Spot The Difference

Dodgeball

Fruit Salad

Zap Zap

Heads Down
Thumbs Up

Cupcakes

Paper Aeroplanes

Playing Safe

Detective

Numbers
Basketball

Chinese Wall

Create Your Own
Hat

Simpsons

Line Tiggy

Cops and Robbers

OSHC program phone: 0402 362 443/9842 2261
Coordinator: Kate
Assistants: Caroline
OSHClub Head Office: 03 85649000
All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is Free!! Please create an account online at www.oshclub.com.au all bookings and
cancellations can also be managed via your online account. For on the day bookings please contact the Coordinator direct at the program.
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Parent’s Association

Small boy's definition of Father's Day:
“It's just like Mother's Day only you don't spend
so much.” - Unknown
Well this year you can get something fabulous
at the DPS Fathers Day Stall This Friday 4
September!!

Gotta be in it to win it!!!!! Great
prizes.
Term 3 – Raffle tickets $2 each in a
book of 10.
Bonus - Family prize of 4 X Croydon
Cinema tickets & a block of
Marvellous Creations for the most
books sold!

Heaps of great gifts to choose from at the DPS
Father’s Day Stall.

Friday 4th September. BYO
Plastic bag. Gifts from $1.00

Hot Dog Meal Deal

The 5 cent challenge.

Celebrate the Footy Grand Final

Small cents makes no sense in your wallet.

Wednesday 9 September

Lose weight, donate!!!

With footy franks & a choc chip muffin

$5.00 – Get your order form in
before Monday!
Please note: NO face paint or colour
in hair. Wear your footy jumper over
school uniform.

Challenge closes Wed 16 September –
Weigh In & winners announced Fri 18
September - last day of Term 3.
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Birthday Wishes To
Pearce G, Charlotte M
Who are celebrating birthdays from the 4th to 10th September

Advertising
Material

The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers do not
endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No representation, warranty or
undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or completeness of the information presented in this
publication, or any claims made by the advertisers.

More information on the following advertising is available from the office:
SLAMIN TENNIS & FITNESS - Doncaster and surrounding areas.
EASTERN RAIDERS SOFTBALL CLUB - “Come & Try Day” Saturday 5 Sept
WHITEFRIARS - Open Day Sunday 18 October
HOLIDAY PROGRAMS:
Kelly Sports - 2 Day Football camp
Manningham YMCA - Variety of programs running from basketball to multisport.

The proposed Junior Training nights going forward for Under 10s, Under 12s
and Under 14s are that we train on the following nights prior to the Season
starting.
Times 4.30 pm till 5.30
Tuesday the 8th of September
Thursday the 17th of September [ A training night and also a further
registration night ]
Tuesday the 22nd of September
Thursday the 24th of September is a School Holiday Cricket camp between
2.00 pm and 4.30 pm followed by a barbecue. More details to follow.
Tuesday the 29th of September
Tuesday the 6th of October.
First Game is a one dayer on Friday the 9th of October 2015.
Warren John McAlpin
Donvale Cricket Club Junior Coordinator
PO Box 279 Kangaroo Ground Vic 3097
Ph 03 9712 0007 Mob 0417 580 553
warren@southernearthlandscapes.com.au | www.southernearthlandscapes.com.au
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