Snippets
17TH SEPTEMBER 2015

Principal’s Column

Our Values


Respect



Responsibility
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Compassion

What a fabulous event our School Production was. Once again, our students
took centre stage and shone brilliantly as they took us on a journey through
Australia’s history. We laughed, we cried, we sung and we danced our way
through ‘Eureka’, Donvale Primary School’s latest Production.
Thank you to those who have sent us such fabulous feedback. Here are just a
few that I would like to share with you.
Dear Lena, staff and students,
Congratulations on a fantastic production and performance of Eureka. Your efforts were
admirable!
We attended as proud grandparents of our granddaughter’s first performance in Foundation
class. She was so excited and a little apprehensive about the night but as soon as she arrived at
the Theatre and saw her friends, she caught the spirit and skipped happily off with Miss
Brown.
As retired educators, David being a PhD Historian and myself a teacher, we were intrigued as
to how the Story of Australia’s history was to be represented with meaningful excerpts across
time. Well, you did it beautifully, combining technology, songs, dancing, props, speeches and
costumes. The students were a credit to the school’s teaching, training and discipline. They were
knowledgeable and well- rehearsed and most of all, they enjoyed themselves, with everyone
involved. This obvious enjoyment and involvement was reflected in the staff member’s
contribution as part of the finale. Your impersonation of Olivia Newton-John with John
Farnham was a highlight and capped off a wonderful night.
David and I smiled at each other as our sleepy granddaughter sang the songs of “We are One
but we are Many” and “I still call Australia Home” from her seat in the back of the car until
she nodded off to sleep, one very happy and inspired Foundation student.
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Wow! Wow! and Wow!
I have had the privilege of sitting in the audience for the past two nights and I loved every single
minute of it.
I was immensely proud of, not just my two kids but every single child on stage. It makes my
heart sing to see some of those kids take the spotlight! - and so capably!
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A credit to involve every child and recognise talents in some of the quieter kids! It was also wonderful to see the kids, add some
humour to deal with a couple of tiny hiccoughs on the first night - professionals!
Enormous thanks to all the staff, who I know put hours and hours of their personal time into making Eureka happen.
For a small school, Donvale Primary packs a lot of punch and we feel enriched to be part of this school and community.

Dear Lena,
I'd like to express my gratitude for many aspects of the incredible show that the school offered me during production: teaching the
children, my child, to share their talents and gifts with no shame; to appreciate the cultural diversity and treasure what others have
to offer; to feel the community and the strength of team work; not to take ourselves too seriously, live the moment and make it
happen for you... Seeing my daughter so happy brings warm tears of joy in my eyes, reassuring me we have done the best thing for
our daughters.
Congratulations for leading such an incredible group of teachers and making our job of raising wonderful people a lot easier.
Thank you, from the bottom of my heart. I could never say all these in person without getting panda eyes!
We are so fortunate at Donvale PS to always have much support from our parent community with all that we
do. Thank you to everyone who helped out in any way – we couldn’t have done it without you! A special
thank you goes to the following helpers…. George Condos became our roadie and provided us with a large
van to move all the props. Karen Moule, Jacqui Frigo, Amanda Ehlert, Kim Merton, Barbara Hogland and
Charmaine Neale helped with costumes and props. Martin and Liang Dimitroff, were amazing in taking
photos not only during the Production itself but also photos of all the children in full costume. Thank you to
Marina Younger and Laura Emozione who so ably helped out with this. The photos are wonderful! Thank
you to Jenny Raftopoulos, who also took photos during the first night performance. A very big thank you to
Peter Gray and his son Darien for their brilliance with the lighting effects throughout the performances.
Simply superb! Thank you to Ruby, Ashleigh and Mitch; all past students of Donvale PS who came to help us
out back stage. So wonderful to see them again. My apologies if I have omitted anyone.
A huge thank you to the wonderful and very talented staff of Donvale PS for all their tireless energy and
enthusiasm in making it all happen. You are certainly a very special team of people and an absolute pleasure to
work with! A particular very special thank you to the Production Committee– Rick Gordon, Peter Reiter,
Meagan Wilson, Tasmin Brown, Anthea Keep, Ruth Donaldson, Emily Wallis and Serina Lee for their
creativity, inspiration and vision. And last but certainly not least, the biggest THANK YOU goes to all our
extremely talented students who presented us with a performance that we will be talking about for a very long
time. We are all so proud you. You are simply the best!
So now as another very busy term draws to a close with the highlight being the school Production, I reflect on
and celebrate all the other wonderful learning opportunities that were made available to our students this
term. We celebrated Literacy and Book week with our focus on award winning Literature supported by our
visiting author, Kim Lardner; we had a myriad of incursion and excursion opportunities for all our students
including sports events such as Hooptime, Gymnastics, Athletics House Sports and District Athletics sports.
Our children visited museums and theatres, participated in the State School Spectacular, learnt first aid, grew
vegetables, developed an indigenous garden, planted trees, cooked some delicious food using produce from
our veggies gardens and explored foods from different cultures in our Junior Chef program. Our choirs and
bands continued to entertain us throughout the term. Student Representative Council continued to bring local
and social issues to the fore with dress up days held throughout the term to raise money for a variety of
worthy causes. I thank the staff for their continued dedication and commitment in providing these learning
opportunities to our students.
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Our PA continues to provide outstanding support to the school. This term, the PA contributed to our
fundraising efforts with a Book Fair, School Production Raffle and a variety of meal deals. They provided their
ongoing support to us during the Term 3 Working Bee and presented a wonderful Father’s Day stall to help
celebrate Father’s Day. Our Playground Committee has worked to begin with the promised update of our
junior school playground. Looking good so far! We hope to be returning next term to some further new
features around the school for our students to enjoy.
Thank you to everyone for their tireless efforts in continuing to work together in making our school the best
school in the whole wide world!!
Enjoy the holidays and I look forward to yet another exciting and productive Term 4.
Some important dates for your diary:
End Term 3

Friday 18th September 2.30 Dismissal

Lena Clark
September
Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

Sun

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

Last day Term 3:
9.00-11.00
11.00-11.30
11.30-12.30
12.40-1.30
1.45-2.15
2.30

Term 4
Commencement date is Monday 5th October.
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Class
Recess
Class
Lunch
Assembly
Dismissal

General
And so another production season comes to close, and what a rewarding experience it has been!
As the Director and Producer I wish to thank you all for your outstanding commitment to the
production, and the enthusiasm and energy from the whole school community that helped to
drive the show. It has been a privilege to be supported by such a large group of staff, parents
and students who have worked as a team, focussed on the one goal - presenting an enjoyable and entertaining
piece of theatre. I was so proud of you all, and loved every minute of the final product, warts and all!
The students were amazing, and consistently delivered their lines, songs and dance routines to a very high
standard. Our goal is to use the vehicle of the production to challenge and inspire each person to extend their
talents and build their self-confidence. I’m sure that everyone involved has been stretched in some way.
Thank you all once again for making this production such an amazing success!
Rick Gordon
Junior School Playground Update:
It is exciting to see Stage 1 of the Junior School Playground upgrade underway! The wooden structures have
been removed and the refurbishment of the metal equipment has commenced. A new set of monkey bars,
Burmese rope bridge and shop counter have been added and the timber platforms have been replaced with
metal ones.
Over the holidays, a playground border will be installed, the equipment will be repainted and the soft fall
topped up. Also, a deck will be placed over the sandpit.
We will also see a snakes and ladders, alphabet snake and a couple of hopscotches painted on the asphalt when
we return in Term 4.
Thanks to everyone who has helped fundraise and get us to this point. The Committee will meet again early in
Term 4 and plan for Stage 2 of the upgrade!
Leanne Maguire
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ART ROOM OVERVIEW TERM 3
Well what a term it’s been! The weather may have been dull but the creations from students have been
anything but. I am sending all students home with their artworks from this term so I hope you all enjoy them
as much as I have. Some students will not have all their art pieces as some are still on display. I will be sure to
have these down and sent home early term 4 as they create new and exciting pieces. Thank you to all the
parents who have donated time and supplies to the art room, your help is so very much appreciated and adds
so much value to the program I can offer the students.
Foundation students have been busy little artists. Together they have explored weaving with Hairy Maclary,
blown ink trees for tropical birds, made a dirty mess with real dirt vege garden art and the most fun of all was
our paper magic clay little bugs and critters. We have also enjoyed many other drawing and colouring
experiences throughout the program.
Level 1 and 2 students have launched into term 3 with their Primary colour tree sculptures. They are even
more amazing than I ever imagined and the kids really enjoyed having a go with wood, acetate and paint. They
have also drawn cactus pot gardens which they then painted with water colours and fine liner, folded origami
flowers and got all fancy with our masquerade masks. The masks were a particularly exciting project as they
were to be used on stage in the school production! We also had a lot of fun with paper face collage and
drawing at various times throughout the program.
Level 3 and 4 students were a bit disappointed that I had to postpone the Paper Mache. The weather just
sadly did not allow enough time for such a project to dry but I have planned it for the first few weeks back
during term 4. We did however have a lot of fun with our Pointillism portraits where students created
self-portrait onto clear acetate and they were only allowed to use dots. They really did such an incredible job
so I hope you enjoy them as much as we did making them. They then had such fun creating their paper
Mosaic paper faces. Each students collected images of facial features and mix and match collaged them to
create a whole new face. They then used small Mosaic paper tiles to fill in the facial with a variety of paper,
direction and colour to give the portrait definition. The end result was not only magnificent but a good giggle
as well. Students also explored tissue paper art, oil pastel work and a variety of other drawing, pattern and
stencilling work throughout the program.
Level 5 and 6 students underwent a 4 week Claymation project which saw them plan, create, shoot, watch
and reflect upon their team Claymation projects. Overall it was an incredible process and the outcome was
very impressive. Students worked in groups of 2 or 3 and needed to firstly learn how Claymation’s are created.
They then explored how to model using plasticine and created their backgrounds characters and finally shot
their Claymation using a stop motion app on the ipad. Following this, the students practised their still life
drawing skills from various items found around the art room. I always like to introduce new and exciting
materials to students so we underwent a skeleton art unit. Students first traced various skeletons and
transferred their tracing onto black paper and finally applied Paper Magic clay to simulate a bone like effect.
Happy Holidays
Mrs Donaldson
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Mandarin Messages (hàn yǔ xìn xī)
2015年9月117日
大家好 (dà jiā hǎo – Hello everyone)! Firstly I would like to say CONGRATULATIONS to all the students,
teachers and families that took part to make our school production a great success! It was a pleasure to be a
part of such a fabulous show!
Well school holidays are upon us and during this time, the second most important Chinese festival (the first
being Lunar/Chinese New Year) will take place. The 15th day of the eighth month in the lunar calendar is
celebrated as the Mid-Autumn Festival (中秋节 zhōng qiū jié). Also known as the Moon Festival,
traditionally families would come together to celebrate abundance (for harvests) and togetherness (family
reunion), as well as to appreciate the brightest full moon of the year. This year, the Mid-Autumn Festival falls
on Sunday the 27th of September. A few free events have been planned around Melbourne to celebrate
this annual festival. Enjoy some mooncakes and spend time with your loved ones! Happy Mid-Autumn Festival
– 中秋节快乐 (zhōng qiū jié kuài lè)！
Ms. Serina Lee
Mandarin

Mid – Autumn Festival Celebrations
1. Crown Entertainment Complex – 19/09/2015 – 20/09/2015, 10am – 10pm
In a celebration of Melbourne’s vibrant multicultural identity, Crown Riverwalk will be lit up with beautiful
Chinese lanterns and transformed into a lantern festival filled with vibrant, cultural performances and delicious
Asian foods.
Mid-Autumn Lantern Festival at Crown features a series of
activities and entertainment, including over two dozen
Asian food and market-style stalls, a host of cultural
activities and live entertainment including a lantern parade.
The festival aims to share and celebrate Chinese culture, as
well as the many other cultures that also celebrate the
Mooncake or Mid-Autumn Festival such as Vietnam, Japan,
Korea, Malaysia, Taiwan and Singapore.
Coinciding with the middle of autumn in China, this East Asian tradition is a celebration of abundance and
togetherness, dating back 3000 years to the legendary story of the Lady of the Moon, Chang Er, during China’s
Zhou Dynasty.
The free family-friendly festival includes lantern making and painting for children, a tea-making demonstration
and more.
http://www.thatsmelbourne.com.au/Whatson/Festivals/Multicultural/Pages/ac9b922c-c94f-49f2-b15632dc64ccdbee.aspx
http://melbournelanternfestival.com.au/

6

2.

Box Hill – Saturday 26th September, 10am - 5pm, Market St. and Main St.

Organised by the Melbourne Taiwanese Chamber of Commerce, the 25th Melbourne Chinese Mid-Autumn
Moon Festival, presented by Viplus, is an annual multicultural celebration for all ages and is one of the most
highly anticipated events in Melbourne
The Festival showcases Asian culture, traditions and cuisines, as well as encouraging communities from all
across Melbourne to join us in celebrating the Chinese Mid-Autumn Moon Festival, traditionally a time for
family and friends to gather and admire the mid-autumn harvest moon. It is also promotes community
harmony, strengthening the understanding of Asian - Australian culture.
With 60 marquees, the event will include various international cuisines, arts and crafts, lantern decorating, as
well as a full entertainment program – including the Opening Ceremony, lion dancing, live performances,
games and competitions. Viplus Dairy will also be giving out free samples on the day, so make sure to check
out their marquee!
The event is proudly supported by the Whitehorse City Council, the Victorian Multicultural Commission,
Viplus Dairy, Bupa, Cenrtral Equity, Lycamobile, Box Hill Central, Box Hill Police and TVBA.
http://www.mtcc.com.au/

Junior Chef Club
Next term will be another busy and productive term as the team helpers have already planned heaps of
activities.
The menu will be "pancakes served with fresh fruits, salsa and ice cream" for 6 groups of little chefs.
Also 3 "one off sessions" of flavours from Japan, Italy and Tonga.
And the most anticipated by all the little chefs is our annual Christmas party at the end of the year.
(They have already put in their requests for the menu).
The timetables is:
Group 1: Tuesday, 13 October 2015
Group 2: Tuesday, 20 October 2015
Group 3: Tuesday, 27 October 2015
Group 4: Wednesday, 4 November 2015 (Melbourne Cup holiday).
Group 5: Tuesday, 10 November 2015
Group 6: Tuesday, 17 November 2015
Our Christmas party will be on Wednesday, 2nd of December 2015.
One off Italian cooking class session with menu: Gnocchi sautéed in tomatoes and basil will be on Thursday,
15th October 2015.
Timetables, team helpers roster and all the information regarding the one off sessions will be available the first
week back at school.
Have a lovely break everyone, see you next term.
We don't cook, we create food.
Liang Dimitroff
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OSHClub News
Before School / After School Care Program
Program Update
Dear families,
What a busy week we have had. At OSHClub the children have had quiet nights in order to be able to have
enough energy for their performances, which I had the privilege of watching on Tuesday night. I must say, I
had so much fun watching everyone (including the teachers) rocking it on stage. Everybody did a
FANTASTIC job throughout the whole production and should all be very proud of how they performed. I
am so glad I was able to watch it.
Just a reminder, that bookings are now being taken for the holiday program so ensure that you go online
and browse through the many programs that are running in the area and enrol or book online.
Next term, Kate will be back which means it is time for me to say goodbye. I have had a blast working with
all the children and the staff and I feel so grateful for the children for being such fantastic students and
making my time here very enjoyable. Thank you to the parents for allowing me to settle in and look after
your children. I had a great time and I’ll be sad to have to leave. I hope that I will be able to visit again in the
near future.
Lastly, I hope that everyone has a great holiday break. Stay safe, have fun and see you all next term.
Thanks,
Joyce
Remember bookings can be made right until 12pm the night before, or you can book on the day by calling or leaving
the text message but there will be an extra charge of $3.00 for bookings within 24 hours. If you’re ever stuck and would
like your child to attend OSH After School Care you can call me or leave a message on 0402 362 443 and I will get back
to you. For some reason if you need to cancel the child from attending the after school care session you can cancel
online if it is before 24 hours or leave a text message on the program phone (0402362443/98422261) if it is on the day.

Please remember to update the contact details (Especially the phone numbers and address) on the
enrolment form if there is any change. You can do so online.
OSHC program phone: 0402 362 443/9842 2261
Coordinator: Kate
Assistants: Caroline and Jennifer
OSHClub Head Office: 03 85649000
All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is Free!! Please create an account online at www.oshclub.com.au
all bookings and cancellations can also be managed via your online account. For on the day bookings please contact the Coordinator direct at
the program.
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Pasta time away
at the next PA
Meeting – Friday
9 October @
1.30pm, in the
Library.

Parent’s Association

Raffle drawn tomorrow Friday 18
September! Tickets must be in!!
You have to be in it - to win it!
We acknowledge helpers after every event but a
big thanks to all the mums who have given their all
throughout Term 3!
Many hands make light work but there are a few
that work consistently hard to make a difference.
Thank you!!!
Heading up the work crew of course is the President with the Mostest,
Kim Merton.
Check out the list of events & activities achieved
by our amazing community just this Term!

Thanks for letting go of all your 5c! Your
support has been
centsational!

Choc Chip Recess, Book Fair, Pie Drive, Friday
Afternoon Treats, Fathers Day Stall, 2 Meal Deal
Days, 5c Challenge, The Raffle, as well as Hoop
Time, PA BBQ’s, Junior Chef, Extra cooking classes
& Production.

Hooray, the weigh in is tomorrow

A great, big Term. Time for a break

The winning class will be announced at
assembly.
Get ready for a Term 4….

To the best teachers & education support staff in the
world. You guys are a fabulous, hardworking team. We are
so lucky! Now leave the building (& relax for 2-weeks)!
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Birthday Wishes To
Aurora C, Hayden F, Stephanie B, Leah B, Ryan A, Scarlett H,
Daniel B, Eby S, Alessio G, Nathan L, Rudy S, William L, Karli M,
Christopher M, Hayley P, Len C, Avizak E, Jackson C, Nathan G
Who are celebrating birthdays from 18th Sept to 8 Oct

Advertising
Material

The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers do not
endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No representation, warranty or
undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or completeness of the information presented in this
publication, or any claims made by the advertisers.

Op Shop Volunteers Needed
Doncare needs friendly volunteers to assist them in
their Op Shops.
Funds raised in the shops by our volunteers provide
substantial funds to our programs in Domestic Violence,
Emergency Relief, Family Services, Counselling and Social Support for Seniors.
Call us on 9856 1500
Email us at Opshops@doncare.org.au or drop into one
of our shops and ask for an application.
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