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Elata Street, Donvale 
Phone: 03-9842 3373 
Fax:  03-9841 7033 
Email: 
Donvale.ps@edumail.vic. 
gov.au 
Website: 
www.donvaleps.vic.edu.au  

Celebration Concert: On Tuesday of this week, we were treated to a wonderful 
event held biennially by our school. The ‘Celebration Concert’ held at Doncaster 
SC is just that- a celebration of the amazing talents our children have in the area 
of performing arts. All present were entertained by an incredible array of       
performances including singing, dancing, drama, individual and band music. 
Many thanks to our wonderful Performing Arts teacher, Mrs Anthea Keep, for 
all the hard work in planning and preparing the event. It is a wonderful          
opportunity for our students to present on a stage to an audience. Thank you 
also to Mr Rick Gordon who supported Mrs Keep on the night with his running 
commentary throughout the evening and also sharing his musical prowess. 
Thank you to the staff that attended the evening to support the event.  
 
Thank you also to members of our Parents Association who cooked up a storm 
last Saturday at our local Bunnings store. Around $1700 was raised! Such a great 
help in going towards the purchases of our shade sails.  A particular thank you 
to Jo Wood who helped with the organization of the day.  
 
Below is an article that was recently shared with the staff of Donvale PS. I 
thought to share it with our community as I believe that it is an incredibly      
eloquent and articulate synopsis of the work of our teachers.  
 
Dear Parent: 

I know. You’re worried. Every day, your child comes home with a story about THAT kid. 

The one who is always hitting shoving pinching scratching maybe even biting other children. The 

one who always has to hold my hand in the hallway. The one who has a special spot at the 

carpet, and sometimes sits on a chair rather than the floor. The one who had to leave the block 

centre because blocks are not for throwing. The one who climbed over the playground fence right 

exactly as I was telling her to stop. The one who poured his neighbour’s milk onto the floor in a 

fit of anger. On purpose. While I was watching. And then, when I asked him to clean it up, 

emptied the ENTIRE paper towel dispenser. On purpose. While I was watching. The one 

who dropped the REAL ACTUAL F-word in gym class. 

You’re worried that THAT child is detracting from your child’s learning experience. You’re 

worried that he takes up too much of my time and energy, and that your child won’t get his fair 

share. You’re worried that she is really going to hurt someone some day. You’re worried that 

“someone” might be your child. You’re worried that your child is going to start using aggression 

to get what she wants. You’re worried your child is going to fall behind academically  
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because I might not notice that he is struggling to hold a pencil. I know. 

Your child, this year, in this classroom, at this age, is not THAT child. Your child is not perfect, but she generally follows rules. 

He is able to share toys peaceably. She does not throw furniture. He raises his hand to speak. She works when it is time to work, 

and plays when it is time to play. He can be trusted to go straight to the bathroom and straight back again with no shenanigans. 

She thinks that the S-word is “stupid” and the C-word is “crap.” I know. 

I know, and I am worried, too. 

You see, I worry all the time. About ALL of them. I worry about your child’s pencil grip, and another child’s letter sounds, and 

that little tiny one’s shyness, and that other one’s chronically empty lunchbox. I worry that Gavin’s coat is not warm enough, and 

that Talitha’s dad yells at her for printing the letter B backwards. Most of my car rides and showers are consumed with the    

worrying. 

But I know, you want to talk about THAT child. Because Talitha’s backward Bs are not going to give your child a black eye. 

I want to talk about THAT child, too, but there are so many things I can’t tell you. 

I can’t tell you that she was adopted from an orphanage at 18 months. 

I can’t tell you that he is on an elimination diet for possible food allergies, and that he is therefore hungry ALL. THE. TIME. 

I can’t tell you that her parents are in the middle of a horrendous divorce, and she has been staying with her grandma. 

I can’t tell you that I’m starting to worry that grandma drinks… 

I can’t tell you that his asthma medication makes him agitated. 

I can’t tell you that her mom is a single parent, and so she (the child) is at school from the moment before-care opens, until the 

moment after-care closes, and then the drive between home and school takes 40 minutes, and so she (the child) is getting less sleep 

than most adults. 

I can’ tell you that he has been a witness to domestic violence. 

That’s okay, you say. You understand I can’t share personal or family information. You just want to know what I am DOING 

about That Child’s behaviour. 

I would love to tell you. But I can’t. 

I can’t tell you that she receives speech-language services, that an assessment showed a severe language delay, and that the therapist 

feels the aggression is linked to frustration about being unable to communicate. 

I can’t tell you that I meet with his parents EVERY week, and that both of them usually cry at those meetings. 

I can’t tell you that the child and I have a secret hand signal to tell me when she needs to sit by herself for a while. 

I can’t tell you that he spends rest time curled in my lap because “it makes me feel better to hear your heart, Teacher.” 

I can’t tell you that I have been meticulously tracking her aggressive incidents for 3 months, and that she has dropped from 5   

incidents a day, to 5 incidents a week. 

I can’t tell you that the school secretary has agreed that I can send him to the office to “help” when I can tell he needs a change of 

scenery. 

I can’t tell you that I have stood up in a staff meeting and, with tears in my eyes, BEGGED my colleagues to keep an extra 

close eye on her, to be kind to her even when they are frustrated that she just punched someone AGAIN, and this time, RIGHT 

IN FRONT OF A TEACHER. 

The thing is, there are SO MANY THINGS I can’t tell you about That Child. I can’t even tell you the good stuff. 

I can’t tell you that his classroom job is to water the plants, and that he cried with heartbreak when one of the plants died over 

winter break. 

I can’t tell you that she kisses her baby sister goodbye every morning, and whispers “You are my sunshine” before mom pushes the 

stroller away. 
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 I can’t tell you that he knows more about thunderstorms than most meteorologists. 

I can’t tell you that she often asks to help sharpen the pencils during playtime. 

I can’t tell you that she strokes her best friend’s hair at rest time. 

I can’t tell you that when a classmate is crying, he rushes over with his favourite 

stuffy from the story corner. 

The thing is, dear parent, that I can only talk to you about YOUR child. So, 

what I can tell you is this: 

If ever, at any point, YOUR child, or any of your children, becomes THAT 

child… 

I will not share your personal family business with other parents in the classroom. 

I will communicate with you frequently, clearly, and kindly. 

I will make sure there are tissues nearby at all our meetings, and if you let me, I will hold your hand when you cry. 

I will advocate for your child and family to receive the highest quality of specialist services, and I will cooperate with those        

professionals to the fullest possible extent. 

I will make sure your child gets extra love and affection when she needs it most. 

I will be a voice for your child in our school community. 

I will, no matter what happens, continue to look for, and to find, the good, amazing, special, and wonderful things about your 

child. 

I will remind him and YOU of those good amazing special wonderful things, over and over again. 

And when another parent comes to me, with concerns about YOUR child… 

I will tell them all of this, all over again. 

With so much love; 

Teacher. 

 

Hope you’re having a wonderful week. 

Lena Clark 
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November 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

17 

 

  20 

9.00-3.30:  :  Tennis Clinic 

for Foundation 

Bike Education for 3/4E  

21 

 

24 

 

25 

Bike Education for 3/4P 

and 3/4R 

26 

Level 3 & 4 Camp to Phillip 

Island 

27 

Level 3 & 4 Camp to Phillip 

Island 

28 

Level 3 & 4 Camp to Phillip Island 

Level 5/6 Grand Final Hooptime 

December 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

1 

11.00-11.45:  Parent     

Morning Thank you Tea 

 

2.30-3.30:  Level transition 

 

2 

Recess:  Icy poles sales 

 

3 

7.30am:  Foundation Breakfast 

 

Junior Chef Christmas Party in 

the G P Room 

 

4 

Round Robin Sports Day for 

Level 5 & 6 

 

9.00-3.30:  Milo Cricket 

Clinic  
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2.30-3.30:  Level transition 

 

 

9 

Yr 6 Orientation Day at 

Secondary Colleges 

 

 

10 

Whole School Swimming  

Program 

 

 

11 

Whole School Swimming 

Program 

 

 

12 

Whole School Swimming       

Program 

 

Parents Association Christmas 

Stall 

15 

Whole School Swimming 

Program 

 

 

16 

Whole School Swimming 

Program 

 

6.00pm:  Carols on the 

lawn 

17 

Whole School Swimming Pro-

gram 

 

 

18 

8..00pm:  Year 6 Graduation 

Night at Whitehorse Centre 

 

 

19 

Last day of school: 

1.10 Assembly 

1.30 Dismissal 

 

 

To all our Parent Helpers 

You are invited to a morning tea on Monday 1st December  

from 11.00 - 11.45 in the Senior Building. 

The staff looks forward to this opportunity of saying a personal thank you 

for all your assistance during the year in supporting our many wonderful 

programs and activities. 
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DPS Skoolbag App 

Please download this app to your mobile devices if you haven't done so already. It's a great way to keep in 

touch with school events, and we will be adding notices, permission and payment functionality in time for next 

year. Snippets is also distributed this way, and will be going paperless next year. If you are running iOS 8, make 

sure you have updated the app since downloading it, in order to iron out a few bugs. 

iPhone & iPad Users 

1. Go to the App Store 

2. Search for 'Donvale Primary School' 

(If using an iPad, change the dropdown list to 'iPhone Apps') 3. Download 4. Click 'OK' to receive Push Noti-

fications 5. Click 'More' on the bottom right of the app, then 'Setup' 

6. Select the Push Categories that apply to you - the Year Level(s) of your children. 

Android Users 

1. Go to the 'Play Store' 

2. Search for 'Donvale Primary School' 

3. Install 

4. Click 'Accept' for various permissions - no data will be modified on your device 5. Open the app 6. Click 

'More' on the bottom right of the app, then 'Setup' 

7. Select the Push Categories that apply to you - the Year Level(s) of your children. 

 

Uniform Shop 

The uniform shop on Friday afternoon  in the school will be closing at the end of Term 4 this year. 

Uniforms can be purchased at RHSports retail outlet, Unit 14 - 100 New Street Ringwood. The 

shop is open 8.30am to 5.00pm, Monday to Friday. Alternatively you can leave your order at the 

office and it will be collected by RHS and delivered to your child’s class to take home. Or you can 

email your order directly to info@rhsports.com.au or call 9870 1377.  

 

2nd Hand Uniform 

The 2nd hand uniform shop will accept any new style uniform.  Please leave at the office.  Thank you. 

 

Library - End Of Year 

Borrowing will finish at the end of November, so all books will need to be returned in December. 

Please note that any lost or damaged books will need to be paid for. 

Grade 6 students and any other students who won’t be returning next year will need to be extra sure they have 

returned all their books. 

Thank you. 

Chris Schneider                                                                                                                                                  

Library Technician 

General  

mailto:info@rhsports.com.au
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Celebration Concert 

I was extremely proud of all our DPS students who participated in Tuesday evening’s     

concert. It was a great reflection of just some of the ways in which Performing Arts is       

implemented right across the school. I am constantly amazed at our students’ creativity 

and talent and feel privileged to teach your children each week.  - Anthea Keep 
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Tiramisu is not just a simple dessert any more when prepared by our very   

creative little chefs. 

They put in a lot of effort layering the cream cheese, dipping the sponge cake 

and finishing off with perfectly beautiful garnish on top. 

If they can produce these magnificent food creations while still in primary school, imagine what they can do 

later on in their life. 

I am personally very proud of all the DJC children, well done boys and girls. 

 

Thank you to the Smith, Frigo and Hamilton families for their donations.  Also thank you to Marina Younger, 

Jaqui Frigo, Mrs E, Mrs Clark and Martin for helping with the program. 

 

The DJC Christmas party preparations are well under way  and the team helpers are very busy. 

If you are interested in donating towards the party please contact Liang or one of our lovely team helpers. 

Thank you to the Sinosich family for their donation towards the party. 

Also our room is starting to look very Christmasy , thanks to the Younger 

family for donating all the colourful nick nacks. 

 

We don't cook, we create food. 

Liang Dimitroff 

 

 

Junior Chef Club 

FROM THE PASTICHERIA: 

-Chantelle F 56C: The best dessert I ever had. 

-Ella M 34P: I think it was very nice and I'll make 

it at home for my family. 

-Niki R 56G: I ate a lot of Tiramisu but this is the 

best Tiramisu I ever tasted. 

-Sarita N 56G: It's like go to a 5 star hotel room 

but it's in your mouth. 

-Tahlia S 56G: It's heaven in a bowl. 

-Stephanie V 56G: It's the first time I ate Tiramisu 

and will be very hard to beat. 

-Christopher B FRG: Yummy and I am very     

happy that I made it, I want to make it at home. 

-Max D FRG: I really like it and I did a good job 

making it. 

-Riley E FRG: Very easy to make so I am going to 

make it again at home with my Mum. 

-Max M FRG: It was epically delicious. 

-Cooper R 12W: It tasted like a whole bunch of 

delicious chocolate. 

-Rowan S 12W: I had this before but I made this 

one and I am happy about that. 

-Wattles S 12W: Tasted delicious and the cream 

cheese was special as it was mascarpone. 

-Callum S 12W: It was a delicious creation. 

-Alyse C 34P: I will definitely make it again at 

home because it's delicious. 

-Elyse S 34P: Heaven in my mouth. 

-Scarlett H 34P: I thought it was very yummy and 

I'll make some more at home. 

-Zoe C 56W: It's like a whole heap of delicious 

flavour that just exploded in my mouth. 
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Basketball 

Well we are into our last round of home and away games and then finals start. Where has the time gone?? 

My little “Daffodils” sports reporter Lily V reported that during their game the opposition coach received a 

tech foul which created enough confusion for Lily to score a great swish goal! 

“The Dreamers” Zoe C shot 4 goals and had a massive number of assists. Fantastic effort for only her 5th 

game. Well done Zoe! 

Important Dates: Friday 21st November registrations due back to team manager or for new players hand to the 

office. 

Thursday 13th November this year Prep children invited to come have a try see details below 

Monday 15th December 5.30pm end of season Presentation and BBQ BER building. 

Times for this week are as follows: 

Diamonds: 11 Disc 1    

Demons: 11.50am Disc 1   Dolphins: 1.30 pm Disc 1 

Daffodils: 11 am Disc 2    Daisies: 10.10 am Disc 2 

Dinosaurs: BYE     Dragons: 3.10 pm Disc 2 

Delights: 9.20 am Disc 1    Dreamers: 8.30 am Disc 1 

  

Training Roster for GP room Tuesdays 

 

 

UNIFORMS  

For any questions about uniforms speak to your team manager or contact Charmaine at char-

maine.neal@bigpond.com 

 

CONTACT 

For Information, registration forms and snippets news please contact Diana at dianamcn@tpg.com.au or    

0434 027 144 

 

 

Tuesday, 25 November 

2014 

  Delights 

mailto:charmaine.neal@bigpond.com
mailto:charmaine.neal@bigpond.com
mailto:dianamcn@tpg.com.au
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     Before School / After School Care Program  

Dear families, 
 
We had great sessions at Active Afterschool care this week with everyone showing great improvement in 
their skills in both Tennis and Taekwondo. Keep up the great work! 
Parents- don’t forget to claim the free tennis t-shirt for your child.  There are also flyers at the sign in area 
about classes in Taekwondo and Tennis if your child is interested in continuing with the sport. 
 
A highlight this week was also planting our OshClub garden.  We can’t wait to see them grow over the next 
few weeks! Tyler Dawson was this week’s trivia winner and he has chosen music and maths as upcoming 
trivia topics! 
 
Parents- we would love to get your input into our program so if you have any ideas or suggestions please add 
them to our suggestion box or let us know! 
 
Remember to get your hats everyday as we follow “No hat, no play” policy in Term 4. 
 
Thanks, 
Kate 
 

Remember bookings can be made right until 12pm the night before, or you can book on the day by 

calling or leaving the text message but there will be an extra charge of $3.00 for bookings within 24 

hours. If you’re ever stuck and would like your child to attend OSH After School Care you can call 

me or leave a message on 0402 362 443 and I will get back to you. For some reason if you need to 

cancel the child from attending the after school care session you can cancel online if it is before 24 

hours or leave a text message on the program phone (0402362443/98422261) if it is on the day. 

Please remember to update the contact details (Especially the phone numbers and address) on the 
enrolment form if there is any change. You can do so online.  

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

  
   

Before Care       
Activities 

 Stain Glass Butterfly 
  

Simon Says 
  

Origami cars 
  

Flinch ball 

Year book interviews 
  

Trivia 
Master Blaster 

Bug catching 
  

Hockey match 

Our reflection journal 

Playground fun 

  
  

        After  Care 
         Activities 

  
Sand Paintings 

  
AASC- Tennis 

Making Slime 
  

AASC- 
Taekwondo 

Making Apple Pie 
  

Frisbee 
  

Nature self portrait 
  

Soccer 

Decorating the room 
with bunting 

  
Levels poison ball 

OSHC program phone: 0402 362 443/9842 2261 
Coordinator: Kate 
Assistants: Caroline and Jennifer 
OSHClub Head Office: 03 85649000 

All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is Free!! Please create an account online at www.oshclub.com.au all bookings 
and cancellations can also be managed via your online account. For on the day bookings please contact the Coordinator direct at the program.  

http://www.oshclub.com.au/
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Parent’s Association 

 

 

Scholastic Book Sale 

50-90% OFF EVERYTHING FOR TWO DAYS! 

Thousands of fantastic children's books will be on sale 

- paperback novels, picture books, chapter books, ac-
tivity items & more! 

Great stocking fillers. 

Thursday 27 November: 8.00am to 5.00pm 

Friday 28 November: 8.00am to 5.00pm  

Scholastic Warehouse 9-11am - Northern Road West 
Heidelberg. 

 

 

 

Bunnings BBQ on Saturday 15 November was a 
huge success with over 760         sausages being 

sold (3 dropped & about 8 burnt), 

and a profit of over $1,700 !!!! 

 

The purchase of the shade sails is getting clos-
er……. 

 

Well done to the mums & dads who helped out 
on the day 

& a big thank you to the BBQ Queen Jo & El 
Presidento Kim, 

             Thanks to those who en-
joyed! 

            Stay tuned for next year! 

                    Elect to help …. 

Make your cake matter …. 

State Election – DPS Cake Stall & Sausage Sizzle 

Saturday 29 November 

Can you labour for the school, and be liberal with the 

sauce? 

Rosters to be sent out soon.  

More help needed for the BBQ & cake stall 

contact Kim Merton if you can help. 

 

See the Notice sent out this week for details on the cake 

stall. 

 

Donated cakes & slices to be collected Friday 28 November 

Plates & labels sent out soon. 

 

Great opportunity to get some community money into the 

school with lots of voters expected at our school polling 

booths.  

So pull out grandma’s secret family recipes & lets wow the 

STAY TUNED - Great things to 
come………….. 

 

Icy pole Recess 

Coolio! 

Tuesday 2 & 9 December 

***** 

Christmas Stall - Friday 12           Decem-
ber – 

Only 3 more weeks to save your pocket 
money! 

***** 

Christmas Carols on the Lawn 

Final Year gathering 

Tuesday 16 December from 6pm. 

BYO picnic, blanket & best singing voice. 

Tra-la-la-la, la-la-la-laaaaa. 

 

 

sushi sushi lunch orders 

have finished for the year. 
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Expert’s tips for parents to stop cyber-bullying  
 
Social media is more accessible than ever – with the rise of smartphones and tablets, it has never been easier to 
jump online. 

For young people, it means being more connected than any other generation – friends are never more than a 
tweet away. 

Unfortunately this has also led to a rapid increase in cyberbullying– to the point that at least one in 10 children 
are cyberbullied each year. 

Cyberbullying can be very different from traditional bullying, and many parents can feel ill-equipped to         
respond if their child is being cyberbullied. 

Susan McLean (pictured right), a former police officer and Australia’s leading        
cybersafety expert, said even if parents have no experience with social media, by   
following a few basic steps, parents can effectively support their children to be safe 
online. 

'Parenting in the 21st century requires you to be able to parent in the digital space,' 
Ms McLean said. 'Technology is firmly entrenched in our lives and that of our     
children so we need the tools to deal with issues as they arise. 

'It’s really important that if your child is being cyberbullied, you don’t cut them off 
from social media and take their technology away - the vast majority of kids won't 
tell a parent if they are bullied and harassed online for fear of losing access. They 
would much rather put up with the bad to keep the good.' 

Ms McLean said when confronted with their child being cyberbullied, parents should follow the cyberbullying 
quick response checklist: 

 Reassure and comfort 

 Don't respond 

 Block and delete bully 

 Report to the site 

 Keep a copy 

 Tell school (or relevant place) and seek action 

 If ongoing inform police 

 Support your child as they have done nothing wrong. 
 
The Department’s Bully Stoppers website has a range of advice for parents, students and teachers about how 
to respond to all types of bullying. 
 

Susan McLean is Australia's leading cybersafety expert and was a member of Victoria Police for 27 years. 
She was the first Victorian Police officer appointed to a position involving cybersafety and young people. She 
was one of several experts who authored the Bully Stoppers Resource and is a published author. Her book Sexts 
Texts and Selfies - how to keep your child safe in the digital space is available now.  
 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/bullystoppers/Pages/default.aspx
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Advertising  
Material 

The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers do not     

endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No representation, warranty or 

undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or completeness of the information presented in this 

publication, or any claims made by the advertisers.  

More information on the following advertising is available from the office: 

 

DONVALE PRE SCHOOL  -  Limited number of 2015 vacancies still available for four-year old kinder 

program. 

 

 

 
SCHOOL OF MUSIC & PERFORMING ARTS 

 ABN: 66 852 978 608 

Wonnies Pty Ltd               ACN: 150 873 724      Phone Bus: 03 9812 2568 

15 Wilkinson Way                       Mobile: 0423 457 411 

Park Orchards                                                           Email: info@wonnies.com.au  
3114                                                                                                                          

It is with great excitement that we wish to inform you of  the upcoming  

WONNIES BATTLE OF THE BANDS  

2014! 
The competition will see students from a variety of schools come together to showcase their hard work,     

tenacity and love of music.  The kids will also have the opportunity to strut their stuff on a professional stage 
setup, and will be competing for fame, glory, and fabulous prizes – last year's winning band walked away with 

a brand new electric guitar and amp package, plus the battle of the bands trophy. 

 

Donvale Primary will have two bands competing this year! 

The event will be held on the afternoon of  

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 30th  

at the ANDERSON'S CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL HALL, Warrandyte. 

 
Audience tickets can be ordered online by visiting www.wonniesbattleofthebands.com or alternatively by 

searching ‘Wonnies’ on the www.trybooking.com website. 
Any remaining spots will be available on the door, but after last year's turnout we HIGHLY RECOMMEND 

PRIOR BOOKING TO ENSURE YOU DON'T MISS OUT 

Don't forget to 'like' the Wonnies Battle of the Bands Facebook page for updates! 
https://www.facebook.com/WonniesBattleOfTheBands  

 
Can't wait to see you all there! 

Scott van Gestel 

Director  Wonnies School of Music 

http://www.trybooking.com/
https://www.facebook.com/WonniesBattleOfTheBands
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Birthday Wishes To 
 

John G, Zoe N, Kirra W, Wattles S 

 
Who are celebrating birthdays from 21st to 27th November 

HUGE GARAGE SALE!! 

Heaps of  kids, men’s and       

women’s clothing and shoes 

Toys, games and 

books 

Household goods 

And much more! 

THIS SATURDAY 22nd NOV 

79 LISBETH AVE DONVALE 

8am – 2pm 

FREE TENNIS LESSONS TRIALS FOR ALL DONVALE P.S 
STUDENTS 

We are inviting all Donvale Primary Students redeem a FREE tennis 
lesson at any of our venues across Doncaster. This is a completely 
FREE, no obligation trial lesson to see how your child enjoys the sport 
of tennis, and our style of teaching.  

Session availability: 

Monday to Friday after school 

Saturday's all day. 

Booking Essential: 

Vicky Lee - Head Coach 

M: 0403 129 648 

e: vicky@slamin.com.au                www.slamin.com.au 

mailto:vicky@slamin.com.au
http://www.slamin.com.au
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