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Donvale Primary School provides students with a positive educational experience to achieve their
potential in a comprehensive learning environment that is caring, secure and stimulating.

WEEKLY DIARY
Monday



Thursday 28th July


8.30-9.30am: Uniform shop open
(Please note: Open 1st Wednesday of the
month from 3 - 4pm)
Parents Association meeting after assembly

Friday 29th July


Tuesday 26th July


Student Banking Day



10.00 - 12.30: Level 3 students visiting
Schwerkolt Cottage

FREE DRESS DAY - Gold coin donation to
assist Amy E in participating in National
Diving Championships
2.00-3.00pm: Leapfrog Program

Wednesday 27th July


7.30pm: School Council meeting

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Our 4 Mathletics Award winners for this week:
Level 1-Chris from 1S
Level 2-Liam from 2S
Level 3-Carys from 3PH
Level 4-Pearl Dann from 4P (absent from picture)

Welcome Back
Welcome back to all DPS families; hope you had a
very relaxing and enjoyable Term 2 School Holiday.
The weather was not great, but I’m confident that
spending time with your children was very
worthwhile.
This term will is a very exciting and busy term with
one of the main foci being the whole School Production
in the last week of Term 3 over two evenings. Please
note, that the normal curricula will continue
concurrently and School Production will only be one
element of your child’s learning during term 3.

Congratulations go to...
Madison H, one of our Level 2 students who
over the weekend took part in elite Gymnastics
competitions at her age level. Madison won a
large number of medals, many gold and was awarded
2 fantastic trophies for her outstanding gymnastics
efforts. Read more about this great effort in this
week’s Snippets.

Welcome to the following students
and their families to DPS:

All players who managed to play in Basketball
finals at the end of Term 2. Congratulations.
Thanks to the parents and siblings who train,
manage and support these teams. Your assistance is
greatly valued as you provide the opportunity for the
children to improve their skills in an enjoyable way.

Sam D in 1S, Cam D in 2J, Joanna in 3W and Billy S
in 4G. We welcome you to our school and hope you
enjoy learning with and from us. It is great to have
you here.
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Welcome back to Mrs Lashay Thomson from leave.
We are extremely fortunate to have Mrs Thomson,
replacing Mrs Signorini who is on family leave.

The Assistant Principal
Professional Development:





All teachers at Donvale complete a Professional
Learning Plan at the beginning of the school year. This
plan outlines that teacher’s professional development
priorities and goals and the strategies they will use to
achieve them. To meet their professional development
needs teachers will often seek out PD courses, sessions,
seminars and conferences. To date this year we have
had many teachers participate in professional
development programs across many curriculum areas
including numeracy, literacy, inquiry learning and ICT.

Murray Gerraty who delivered some
landscaping rocks for use in our garden.
Jan Nitsos & Libby Walbridge who are our
School Library helpers while Mrs Schneider is
on leave.
Mrs Marina Younger who assisted over a
number of weeks in Term 2 with putting up
displays around our school.

These PD sessions are not only of great value to the
particular teachers who attend. When a PD report is
given at a staff meeting all teachers are able to come
away with new ideas and strategies in that particular
curriculum area. Sharing ideas in this way promotes a
strong sense of teamwork and consistency amongst the
staff.

REMINDERS FOR THIS WEEK:


All bulk billing is due in.

Please ensure your child comes
to school adequately dressed for the
cold days. Seeing a few children
outside without DPS windcheaters and
tops is an unhealthy option on these
extremely cold days. We as parents
need to ensure our children are warm
and dry.

DO NOT allow your child to
come to school BEFORE
8:45AM each day. To make them stay out in
the cold unsupervised is unwise and our school
yard IS NOT supervised until 8:45am.

July PA meeting next Monday at 9:30am,
immediately following our Monday assembly.
Come along, keep informed and be active in
your child’s learning.

Ian McKinlay

Have a great week and stay
warm……………

GARRY BRIGGS
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From The
Art Room

General News
PREMIERS READING CHALLENGE
The end of the challenge is nearly here. Only a couple
more weeks to go!
Make sure you have you reading record in your green
bag so our helpers can collect them to enter your books.
Keep reading and get your certificate!
Mrs Colgate-Jones and Mrs Gerraty

POLICIES
Include in snippets is our Arts Policy for your
information.
Rick Gordon

Your Mathletics is about to receive an
exciting update!
This update will improve the Mathletics experience for
your child and their teacher at school and at home,
incorporating a range of engaging and educationally
beneficial enhancements. In particular, the Student
Centre will receive a complete overhaul, giving students
a fresh, new and even more enjoyable experience to
ensure they stay excited about learning with Mathletics.
These changes have been tested with schools over the
last few weeks and the feedback from students has been
that they love it!
To ensure the seamless transition, here are some
helpful tips to give the best possible head start for your
child using Mathletics at home:








With the huge amount of student data
transferring across to our new system we’ve found
it best to switch off the weekly parent email
report feature off for the moment.
Home Spellodrome licences that are linked to a
school Mathletics licence will temporarily not be
available. With the incredible number of
Mathletics users switching to the enhanced
Mathletics site, the priority is to ensure that all
Mathletics users are ready to go. Home
Spellodrome accounts will follow shortly.
The update to Mathletics takes advantage of
Flash 10. This is a quick software update that is
simply installed on your home computer by
visiting http://get.adobe.com/flashplayer/and
clicking Download Now (note you may want to
deselect the Free Google Toolbar option first).
If you are a Mac user, Mathletics is best
experienced through the Firefox web browser. The
software and installation instructions are
available at http://www.mozilla.com/en-US/
products/download.html?product=firefox4.0.1&os=win&lang=en-GB

Hope this is useful!
Luanda Pianta

Knitting Club
Starting in Term 3 this year, we will
have lunchtime ‘Knitting Club’ on
Monday’s between 1.40 and 2.15pm in
the Art Room. Students in grades 3 to
6 are invited to join. They will need a
pair of plastic or wooden knitting
needles preferably size 12 or larger.
The larger the better for learning to knit and results
are a lot quicker too! Any spare wool will be greatly
appreciated, the thicker the better and parents who
would like to come along and help or just join in with
the knitting are very welcome.
Looking forward to seeing lots of happy knitters.
Bernadette Towan
“All knitterly creation stems from one simple element:
yarn.
It is the baker’s flour, the jeweller’s gold, the
gardener’s soil.
Yarn is the creation, consolation, and chaos all spun
together into one perfect ball.”
Clara Parkes

BASKETBALL NEWS

GAME TIMES – SATURDAY 24th July 2011
OPEN GIRLS

Donvale
Dolphins

DISC
1

9.20am

U11 A/B
GIRLS

Donvale Delights

DISC
2

10.10am

U11 C GIRLS

Donvale Doves

BYE

U9 A/B
GIRLS

Donvale Daisy’s

Leeds
St

11.50am

OPEN A/B
BOYS

Donvale Devils

DISC
1

2.20pm

OPEN A/
B BOYS

Donvale
Destroyers

DISC
1

3.10pm

UNDER 9 A/B
BOYS

Donvale Dingoes

DISC
1

11.50am

Good Luck to all players for the new season.
TEAM COORDINATORS
Team Sheets for this season are $35. Please note
that change will no
longer be given, so please ensure you have the
correct money on the day.
Scoring roster for the season will be handed out at
training next week.
Could you please organize yourself or another parent
to score this week.
Thank you.
Nina V

From The
Sports Coach

C.R.E.
Christian Religious Education

Welcome back everyone to Term 3.

Welcome back to term 3! Hopefully you have all had
a relaxing break!!
The Prep children heard this week that God wants us
to be a good friend to others.
We looked at a story in the Bible about his son JESUS who was a good friend to someone in need. You
can read about JESUS healing Bartimaus who was
blind, in the book of Mark c10 v46-52.
The Grades 1/2 children heard that God wants us to
celebrate with others. They heard the story of the
Jewish people in the old testament who celebrated
when the walls had been rebuilt.
We talked about community, participation and
working together. This story is found in the book of
Nehemiah c12 v27-43.

Tomorrow our Mixed Netball Team played off in a 3
way Round Robin to decide the District winning school.
Good luck students. All other results were decided last
term.
Congratulations to our Girls Tee-Ball team - they are
the District Champions for 2011. Well done girls.
Our final Viva Soccer clinic was again cancelled last
Monday due to the weather and conditions of the oval.
At the moment our final Viva Soccer clinic is planned
for Monday 25th August (3.30-4.30) - weather
permitting.
Athletics will be the major focus this term for children
in Levels 3 and 4. Our District Athletics is on
September 22nd.

The following is a fantastic reminder of what Good
Friends are;
GOOD FRIENDS
To have good friends you must BE a good friend!
Good friends listen to each other.
Good friends share their time and their toys.
Good friends don't put each other down or hurt each
others feelings.
Good friends help each other solve problems.
Good friends give each other compliments.
Good friends can disagree without hurting each other.
Good friends respect each other.
Imagine our world if we were all a good
friend!!! Have a great week!

Levels 1 and 2 children will also be involved in minor/
modified athletic activities.
Level 3 children begin their 5 Gymnastic sessions
starting August 2nd (2.15 - 3.15). Permission forms
went home today.
State Diving Representative
Back in May this year, Amy E (a student at Donvale
P.S.) competed in the School Sport Victoria Diving Trials Competition in an effort to make the Victorian Diving Squad. Three children from each age group are
chosen to represent their State and School at the Australian School Sport Diving Competition which, this
year will be held at the Melbourne Sports and Aquatic
Centre from July 31st to August 5th. Amy’s great effort at the trials secured her place in the Victorian
State side and she is proud to be
representing
Donvale Primary School.

God Bless!
Cheryl Shanks.

Donvale Junior Chef
Welcome back to Term 3.
Last term we spent lots of time on preparation and
cooking, but this term we are going to spend lots of
time eating...(yippy)...using chopsticks (Mr Briggs's
idea).
Our theme for this term is " Donvale Noodle Box ".
Our menu is :

This is a fantastic achievement and a fitting result for
someone who spends so much of her own time developing and improving her skills in this difficult area.
To support Amy and her family we at Donvale have
decided to hold a “FREE DRESS DAY” on Friday 29th
August. A gold coin donation from each child will be
collected to assist Amy.
Despite representing Victoria all costs incurred has to
be paid by the individuals family. Amy collects her
State uniform this Sunday and has kindly
offered
to bring it to school next Monday for our assembly.
So lets all get behind our “pocket rocket” and do our
best to support Amy.
We all wish Amy the best and look forward to
hearing about her experiences.
Thanks.
Mr Pianta

Group 1,Tuesday 26 July 2011, "Donvale style
Singaporean Noodle" (stir fry rice vermicelli,
frankfurt, egg and vegies in garlic, soy sauce and a
hint of curry)
Group 2,Tuesday 9 August 2011, "Donvale style
Indonesian Mee Goreng"
(stir fry curly egg noodle, frankfurt, egg and vegies in
garlic and sweet soy sauce)
Group 3,Tusday 23 August 2011, "Donvale style
Malaysian Char Meehoon"
(stir fry rice vermicelli, frankfurt, egg and vegies in
garlic and dark soy sauce)
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Some of the ingredients we need are : Egg, cabbage,
carrot, onion, red capsicum, green capsicum, garlic,
spring onion, broccoli, olive oil, dark soy sauce, curry
powder and olive oil.
We don't need much so any donations will be greatly
appreciated.
Later on this term, Stacey and I will be visiting level
1 and 2.
We are going to have 4 sessions in term 4 and will be
running every week on Tuesday as we want all
children who returned their form to participate,
otherwise too many children will miss out.
Unfortunately we can't take anymore children.
Thank you for your support.
Thank you to Coles Donvale for their donation of a
$50 gift card.
We don't cook, we create food.
Liang Dimitroff

Canteen
Newsflash
Welcome back, I hope you all had a nice break.
There are a few NEW items I am introducing this
term but only available through counter
sales at recess and lunchtime. I am trialling
them and will decide if to put them on the menu for
next term. The following NEW items are: JJ’s Sour
Cream & Onion flavour - $1.20, Quench Drink
350ml - $2.00 (apple/raspberry) this is a
springwater base with natural flavours, Vanilla
Ice-Cream Cups - $1.00.

NEW Winter MEAL DEALS – ALL $5.00
Valid until end of Term 3, 2011

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
22nd-28th July
Stephanie W, Kate B, Rachael B,
Maggie B, Liam D

STORIES FROM THE
STUDENTS
Maddison now trains at Waverley Advanced Gymnastics
and competes at Elite Level 1. She trains 10.5 hours a
week. Waverley Gymnastics is the home of Shona Morgan
and Georgia Bonora who won Gold, Silver and Bronze at
2010 Commonwealth Games in Delhi. Waverley
Gymnastics is also the home of Angela Donald who
represented Australia at the inaugural Youth Olympic
Games in Singapore, winning Bronze.
Over the holidays, I went to a gymnastics
competition at Balance Gymnastics. My team and I
did vault, beam, bars and floor. I came 1st
overall. I got gold medals and a trophy.
My favourite apparatus are bars and vault. I had a
fantastic day. I love gymnastics.
Maddison H, 2CM

Monday’s Party Pie Deal
Party Pies x 3
Mini Muffin
Quench Drink
Tuesday’s Toastie Deal
Ham & Cheese Toastie
Large Muffin
Just Juice
(Apple or Tropical or Orange)
Wednesday’s Fried Rice Deal
Fried Rice
Dim Sim x 1
Ice Cream Cup (Vanilla)
REMINDER
If your child is having a lunch order, can you please
remind them about handing it in first thing (in
classroom canteen bags). Late lunch orders will
result in them getting whatever is available at that
time.
Keep Healthy, Keep Warm
Angie (cookie)
Canteen Management Services
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“Two months ago I was speaking to my parents and we came up with a suggestion to make DISC safer. I sent a
letter off, through JSC to the Council an we received this reply…”
Nick H

MATHS FUN FOR EVERYONE
How far do you ride your bike?
You will need
Bike and helmet
Playing card or a piece of cardboard
Sticky tape
Tape measure
What to do
Measure the distance around the tyre on the front wheel of your
bike.
Tape a playing card to one of the spokes on the front wheel of
your bike. You want the card to stick out the side of the wheel so
that it hits the fork of the bike every time the wheel comes
around.
Lift up the front of your bike and spin the front wheel. You want
it to spin freely, but you also want to be able to hear the card
hitting the frame of the bike every time the wheel spins around.
If the wheel doesn’t spin freely, try using softer card, or stick the
card closer to the tyre than the centre of the wheel.
If the card doesn’t hit the frame every time it comes around, try
using a longer piece of cardboard.
If the noise isn’t loud enough, then try using several cards stuck
to the same spoke, or use a larger piece of cardboard.
Go for a slow bike ride. While you’re riding, count how many
times the card hits the frame. If you multiply this by the distance
around your wheel, you’ll get the distance you’ve ridden.
This activity is a lot easier if you can count quickly. Try only
saying the first syllable of the numbers you are counting, and
only say the tens value on that count. For example, counting
from 26 would be “six, sev, eight, nine, thirty (or thirt), one, two
…”
Another trick for counting quickly is to imagine what the numbers
look like, not what they sound like. This can be difficult, but with
practice can be very fast.
What’s happening?
In this activity, you are turning your bike into a trundle wheel. A
trundle wheel is a measuring wheel on a stick that you push
along the ground to measure the length of a path. On some
trundle wheels, the wheel clicks every time it turns around and
completes a revolution, and on most of them, a counter keeps
track of how many times the wheel has turned.

If you don't have a measuring
tape, you can measure the
tyre with a string, and then
measure the string with a
ruler.

Tape the card so it will hit the
bike's frame once per revolution.

Remember to always wear a
helmet when you are riding
your bike!

Applications
In this activity, a noise is made every time the wheel completes a
revolution. You can buy bicycle computers that can tell you how far and how fast you ride which
work in a similar way. These computers have a magnet that you put on a spoke and a switch or
detector that you put on the frame of the bike. Every time the wheel spins, the magnet passes the
switch and completes the circuit. The computer can count this and work out how far you’ve travelled.
There are many advantages to using a computer to count the wheel revolutions. Firstly, computers
are very good at counting, so you can ride as fast as you like and you won’t lose count. Secondly,
the computer can do calculations as you ride, so you can see how far you’ve gone at any time.
Thirdly, the computer can work out how often the wheel spins and that means it can work out how
fast you are going, as well as how far.
More information
Make your own trundle wheel : http://www.worsleyschool.net/science/files/trundle/wheel.html
Hope you enjoy this activity but remember to WEAR A BICYCLE HELMET AT ALL TIMES!
Cheers,
Luanda Pianta

Parents Association News!

Parents Association Meeting
Next Monday 25th July
9.30am in the library
All parents are encouraged to come along to meet other
families within the school, find out what special events
are organised for term three, and to see what
fundraising ideas are being implemented to help raise
funds for our school.
Visit from the Commonwealth Bank!
During our PA meeting
We are lucky to have a member of the
Commonwealth Bank attend our meeting to discuss
how to open an account for your child and the benefits
for not only your children but the school community.
Special “sign up” day is also organised for Friday 29th
July for families to organise their children’s accounts.

Upcoming events
Third Term
All classes Parent Lunch
Monday 1st August
12.00pm
Lime Light Café/Restaurant
187-189 Reynolds Road
Doncaster East
All parents from across the levels are invited
to attend our third term lunch.
Full details will accompany this newsletter.

Class Rep Meeting
Monday 22nd August
9.30am in the library

Scholastic Book Fair
Family night:
Friday 26th August
6.00pm – 8.00pm
General sales on:
29th, 30th and 31st August
Open 8.45am – 9.30am
and 3.00pm – 4.00pm
Father’s Day Breakfast
Friday 2nd September
7.30am – 8.45am
School Production Raffle

The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers do not endorse the products or
services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the
accuracy or completeness of the information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the advertisers.

More information on the following advertising is available from the office:
DONCASTER BASKETBALL KITTEN SQUAD - Invites children aged between 5-10years to participate. At Doncaster
Basketball Stadium on Sunday 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th Aug from 10.30am - 11.30am.
SCOUTS AUSTRALIA - Join Cub scouts (aged 8-10) or Joey scouts (aged 6-7).
NUNAWADING VIKINGS - Looking for boys and girls (aged 7-20) to join their basketball teams. Registration day 30th July at
Slater Reserve from 9am—5pm.
LION BUSHIDO KARATE ACADEMY - Training from beginners to advanced at Beverley Hills P.S. FREE UNIFORM.
DONCARE D.A.W.N. (Doncare Angels for Women). Looking for volunteers needed to support women recovering from family violence.
H.O.P.S. (Hands on Parenting Support). Become a volunteer.
ANGLICARE - Parentzone Eastern - offering various workshops.
1.
Children, choices & challenges. Starting 15th Aug.
2.
Engaging Cooperation. Starting Mon 1st Aug.
3.
Dads Matter - Course specifically for fathers. What kids really need from their Dad. Starting 11th Aug.
SIMPLY NATURAL THERAPIES - Life changing classes for mind, body and soul.
HELEN O’GRADY DRAMA ACADEMY - New Term starting soon for students aged 5-18.
SPICE UP YOUR LIFE FITNESS - Zumba classes at Donvale P.S in the G.P. Room, Tues and Thurs from 7-8pm.

Wonnies School of Music & Performing Arts are currently taking
enrolments for term 3 at Donvale Primary School.
Have you or your friends ever wanted to learn an instrument? Come
and join our lessons that are being offered throughout a wide range of
instruments at your school during school hours.
Lessons are available to all students from Prep-6.
Piano, Keyboard, Bass Guitar, Drums, Singing, Flute, Saxophone,
Trumpet, Violin, Cello.
Enquire about joining the band.
ENROLMENT FORMS AT SCHOOL OFFICE OR EMAIL:
enquiries@wonnies.com.au p. 9812 2568

www.wonnies.com.au

Coming up
Term 3, 2011 . . .

ANCIENT GREECE
Donvale Primary School

Perhaps you have been to Greece or know some Greek words. Have you seen pictures of Ancient
Greek buildings that still stand today? Can you recognize their architecture in buildings in your home
city? Learn to draw the columns in the buildings. How far did Pheidippides run at Marathon? Then
what? Why did so many new ideas arise in Ancient Greece? What battle strategy was used successfully
2500 years later? Is China a democracy? Compare it with Australia and the first democracy in
Athens? Learn to debate like they did. Try your hand at their kind of art. Or was it a craft? Great
thinkers lived then so we will try some of their experiments. Why did so many things today come from
Ancient Greece in the first place? Have fun learning all of this and more.
WiseOnes Application for 3rd Term 2011
This program is available for all Grade 1 - Grade 6 children who have qualified for WiseOnes.
The unit for third term commence week beginning Monday, 25th July, 2011.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
I wish to enrol my child in the unit "Ancient Greece” starting week beginning Monday, 25th July, 2011.
I give permission for a copy of this slip to be handed to the WiseOnes teacher.
Child's Name ______________________________________ School: ______________________________
Date of Birth ________________________ Class (2011) ________
Parents' Names ________________________________________________________________
Address______________________________________________________________________
Phone:

BH _________________

AH __________________

My child has already qualified for WiseOnes
I would like a free test for my child

Mobile ________________

YES/NO

YES/NO

I would like my child to be tested with a fuller assessment to qualify for WiseOnes (assessment cost $107 inc
GST).
Please send this slip and payment of $206.00 on Thursday, 21st July, 2011.
As we are a non-credit business, children will not be accepted into the program for the term unless the
fees and enrolment form are returned by the above date.
If paying by cheque please make it payable Donvale Primary School.
For further information, please contact Pat Truscott on 9326 6441 or Mobile: 0407 313 657.

