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Save the environment!
Did you know that you can have Snippets emailed to you? Visit the school website and follow the prompts.

Donvale Primary School provides students with a positive educational experience to achieve their
potential in a comprehensive learning environment that is caring, secure and stimulating.

WEEKLY DIARY
Friday 8th April


Wednesday 27th April


Last day Term 1
2.15 assembly (Easter raffle drawn)
2.30 dismissal

Term 2 resumes

Have a Happy Easter and a safe holiday
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Wedding bells are ringing again

BIG Easter Egg Raffle

On Monday afternoon, the
tradition continued with Miss
Henderson, our Level 4 teacher,
having a “pre-wedding”,
wedding. Students from her
grade were involved in running
the ceremony, with much gusto
and enthusiasm. Unfortunately
Zac the groom was unable to attend due to work
commitments, but Mr. McKinlay was a very capable
Zac stand-in. He acquitted himself wonderfully and
the ceremony proceeded with much flair.

Tickets $1:00 each
10 fantastic Easter Gift pack
prizes drawn at final assembly
at 2:20pm tomorrow.
Tickets still available from our
school office.
Don’t be disappointed - get
your tickets.

Thanks to Mrs Rebecca Clarke for all her wonderful
efforts in organising and running the ceremony. Mock
weddings have become an expectation and much
anticipated by both students and brides.
Miss Henderson will become Mrs Anderson during the
Holidays. We wish Emma and Zac all the very best on
their special day.

Thanks to our PA for organising this annual raffle.

Another term has come and gone

Miss Smith update…. She is now Mrs Watters
following her wedding two weeks ago - all is well in
the Watters household.

Term 1 has come and almost gone. Congratulations to
every student for a terrific terms work. From day 1 all
our classes have been well engaged and working to
capacity. It has been an excellent Term 1 and we are
looking to Term 2 with excitement and enthusiasm.
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April School Council Meeting

The Assistant Principal

Our new President, Mrs Brenda Tierney officiated
over her first meeting last night.
The following items were discussed:

Drop/off pick up guidelines distributed.

2009-2011 School Audit report was presented.

2010 Donvale PS Annual Report was tabled.

Seven Steps To Writing Success:
At our staff meeting last night it was great to hear
the report given by Annie Johnson and Pete Reiter
who recently attended a Professional Development
session titled „Seven Steps to Writing Success‟. This
writing program aims to provide students with a set
of skills and strategies to make their writing have
more impact, structure, tension and excitement. One
of the steps is called „Sizzling Starts‟ where children
have 5 minutes to write an exciting story beginning,
on a given topic. In Snippets from time to time we
have published some of our students‟ fantastic
„Sizzling Starts‟. Annie and Pete read aloud to the
staff some inspiring examples of their students‟
writing using the „Seven Steps‟ approach. This
program refines, sharpens and polishes our students‟
writing. It also has that other important ingredient.
It‟s fun to do!

PA Executive changes
Following the AGM on Monday attended by over
twenty families, the 2011-12 PA executive was
installed.

PA President is Kathryn Soterales

PA Secretary is Samantha Dolinko
It was great to see so many parents at the meeting
and taking an active part in supporting the PA. It is
very important that we publically acknowledge and
thank the two ladies who have committed so much
time energy and enthusiasm into the Parents
Association over the last few years.
Mrs Sarah Costigan and Mrs Kerry Gerraty have
been wonderful workers for our PA, contributing in
many ways over many years. On behalf of all
members of the DPS school community, I say a big
thank you to them both. I hope they will continue to
be involved in DPS school life.
We look forward to a similar level of parent support at
our next PA meeting.

Term I has been a busy and exciting term with our
students producing some excellent pieces of work
along the topic of Healthy Lifestyles. Enjoy your
family time over the school holiday break and Happy
Easter.

Ian McKinlay

We are expecting the
Easter Bunny to visit
Donvale PS tomorrow,
so keep your eyes open
and your mouths ready
for some delicious Easter Eggs.!!!

General News

Week 4 of term 2 (16-20th May) is Education
Week! Part of this special week is open day
and night on Tuesday 17th May. We hope you
will all come along and support your children
and the school and see what exciting things
we have been doing! There will be lots of
fabulous displays, fun activities and music.
The lip sync finalists at each level will also be
performing. Please bring along family and
friends and help to celebrate our wonderful
school. Look out for more details to follow
early in term 2!

I wish everyone a wonderful, safe and relaxing Term
Holiday. Please Mums & Dads, drive safely at all
times. I look forward to working with you all in Term
two. Have a great Easter.

GARRY BRIGGS
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Corks for the Elephants

Environment
News

We would love to keep helping the elephants at
Melbourne Zoo. We have a box outside the office for
cork collection.

FREECYCLE

WHAT IS IT AND WHEN DID IT BEGIN?
IN 1998, FOTZ volunteer Denise Seletto launched Melbourne
Zoo’s well known and very successful "Corks for the Elephants"
campaign, where corks were collected for recycling and all
proceeds were donated to the new 'Trail of the Elephants'
exhibit.

Got stuff you don‟t need but it‟s too good to throw
away? Need something unusual and wonder if
someone has it and doesn‟t need it any more?
Try “freecycle.org”
It is a website connecting local people who want to
share their goods. Not for profit, just trying to do
their bit.
"Our mission is to build a worldwide gifting movement that reduces waste, saves precious resources &
eases the burden on our landfills while enabling our
members to benefit from the strength of a larger
community."

With the exhibit now complete, the cork funds still being
generated are used for ongoing needs of the elephants.
Just recently, these funds were used to purchase an ultrasound
machine, a heavy duty washing machine for Bong-Su's boots,
shade cloth to protect the elephants from the elements and for
an upgrade to the gates operating system in the exhibit.

DONVALE SHOPPING BAGS
Do your bit to help in the fight against plastic bags,
and promote our wonderful school while you shop!!
Coming next term – Donvale Primary School “green
bags” (and yes, they are green!)
More info about how to order and buy
when the bags are available, but you
can start holding your breath now!!!

FROM THE OFFICE
Payments
Bulk Billing forms went home this week.
When sending money to school please put all money
into an envelope that has your child‟s name, class and
the activity you are paying on it. Seal this envelope
securely – this helps the loss of those gold coins out of
the side. The envelope needs to be handed into the
classroom teacher, who will gather up all the
payments and send them securely to the office.
Payments can be made in the following way: we have
EFTPOS facilities at the office for Debit Card, Visa and
MasterCard, cash and cheque.

Ms Johnston

From The
Sports Coach
Congratulations to our Level 4 students on their
fantastic enthusiasm, great sportsmanship and
wonderful encouragement towards their team
mates and opposition in last weeks games of Summer
Sport. Today these children participated again to
complete all games against schools in our district. A
very big thanks to our Level 4 teachers, support staff
and the many parents who assisted on both days.

UNSW International Competitions and
Assessments for Schools
Applications to participate in the University of New
South Wales Competitions have now closed. However,
for students who have entered there are practise
questions available free of charge. You also have the
opportunity to purchase past papers. Please visit
www.eaa.unsw.edu.au if you are interested in
preparing for the competitions.
Rebecca Signorini

State Swimming Championships
Congratulations and good luck to Lev M who is
competing at this very elite level today in the 11 year
old boys 50m freestyle. I know you will do yourself
and your school proud. Good Luck.
Football Clinics
On Tuesday our Level 3 children had the wonderful
experience of a football clinic conducted by 2
Richmond senior players. Many other children
throughout the school had the experience of a “kick
to kick” at lunchtime with these players.
Donvale Magpies also conducted clinics for various
grades on Tuesday. A very big thanks to Marc
Burmeister for organising this.
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District Basketball Trials
Congratulations to Dylan L, Lachlan H, Tyler G, Billy
Mc and Jamie-lee A who were selected from a large
group of children from our District Schools to progress
onto the next level of basketball trials towards State
selection.

Canteen
What's On The Menu
NEW Winter Menu Term 2 & 3 2011
A copy of the NEW Menu has been sent home today
with Snippets. This menu will be effective on the
first day back to school in Term 2. If you would like
extra copies, they are available from the office.

Term 2
Our school Cross Country Trials will be early Term 2
(District Cross Country May 19th). I encourage all
Level 3 and 4 children to begin some running and
training during the Easter Holidays. 9/10 Year olds
run 2kms, 11 and 12 year olds run 3kms.

Lunch orders
The canteen will operate as normal tomorrow. Lunch
orders as per normal. The students will be having an
early lunch starting at 12.30.

After School Hockey Program
Begins May 5th for those children who have enrolled.
(Wearing mouth guards is a very good idea).

5 Star Rating
I am please to advise you all, that my Annual Health
and Safety check was completed yesterday by the
Healthy Inspector of Manningham Council and again
I was successful to receive another 5 star rating for
my business.

A 5 A-Side Soccer day is planned for Level 3 children
on 18th May. I have entered 2 boys, 2 girls and 2
mixed teams for this day, using 8 children in each
team. I will be looking for 48 children who would be
willing to participate. A similar day last year was
very successful.

Happy holidays to all and hope you have a Happy
Easter.

Finally, I wish everyone a relaxing, peaceful and a
most safe Easter Holiday. See you in Term 2.

Keep Healthy, Keep Cool, Keep Hydrated
Angie (cookie)
Canteen Management Services

Mr Pianta

Who can believe that we are already a
quarter of the way through the 2011 school
year!

A few points for the parents…
Can all families (whether you have been attending this
year or not), jump online and check that all details on the
enrolment forms are completed and correct. Without an
up-to-date enrolment, no bookings can be done online.

Thank you to all of the kids. You’ve made
this term so enjoyable for me and I hope I
could do the same for you J

Parent surveys are now going to be on the sign in/out table
(next term as well). Please take the time to fill these out. As
my first term coordinating at Donvale PS, I would love to
get as much feedback as possible. This will allow me to
incorporate any suggestions into my planning for next term,
as well as continue providing anything that your children
have particularly enjoyed.

Enjoy your holidays!
Coordinator – Sarah Mucha

Finally, a reminder that as of next term, preps will no
longer be dropped off/picked up from their classrooms. If
you have any concerns about this, please speak to me
directly.

Staff: Hannah, Kim, Lee and
Steven
Program Phone:

Hope you have a relaxing Easter break!

OSHCLub – 8564 9000

Sarah

Admin: admin@oshclub.com.au
Website: www.oshlub.com.au
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Music Matters

We have had a busy week with music! On Monday
the Super Senior Choir and the Expressions Band
performed at assembly. Then the Marimba band
headed off to

local kindergartens and child care

centres over two days. Some of this year’s preps
made a visit back to share their experiences of life at
school.

Mrs Keep

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
8th - 28th April
Joel D, Jackson Mc, Jonathan G, Bailey R, Rachael B, Amy R,
Kiralee G, James B, Jaydah B, Carys Y, Angelina T, Liam Y,
Jaymes M, Madison H, Brittany W, Karmanpreet S, Roy W,
Elias S,

STORIES FROM THE STUDENTS
THESE ARE SOME PERSUASIVE TEXTS WE BEGAN WRITING, IN ANSWER TO THE QUESTION;

Are books better than T.V.?
Our time was limited, so what you see is the result of about 20 minutes of writing. Enjoy!
It’s a stormy night, the power’s out and my family are going crazy from boredom. Not me –
I have my trusty book!
When you think about it, books are great. They have no ads, so you can keep reading. Ads
on TV are boring and annoying, and in one hour you will see about 20 minutes of them.
That’s a long time.
Imagine it’s the most exciting part of your show, and you need to go to the toilet. You
can’t pause your TV, so what do you do? It’s a tough decision, but you wouldn’t have had to
worry if you had a book. With a book it’s a easy as putting a bookmark in and closing it.
If you’re on the bus and you Ipod battery is dead then you can just pull out a book. You can take a book
anywhere, but not a TV. Even if you could take a TV with you, it would be hard to get a signal.
If you are reading a book without pictures it is better for your brain to use it’s imagination. Doctor P. Freaze
said that TV… (time ran out)

Ryan Semmens 4R

There I am, reading my book, terrified of what might come next. I’m trying as hard as I can to block out the
sound of the silly old TV, when the doctor calls my name. I put away the magnificent book that I’m reading and
go into the room. Time’s flown by, and I haven’t even realised I’ve been waiting for half an hour!
I believe that books are much better than TV because like in my case, they’re portable for being in places like
the doctors, the dentist, on the bus or even on the train.
Laura Ascot from Melbourne University Has recently done a study and states that watching TV and not
reading makes it harder for children to learn to read.
Books are fantastic for research as well. They’re factual and helpful, unlike TV. They’re great for reading on
your couch when you’re bored and they help you to learn important skills for later in your life.
Reading books improves spelling as well, and this is really important because everything you do later in life
involves spelling and reading.
Watching TV too often can cause eye strain, unlike books. Also, books don’t have heaps of ads like TV, so you
can read non-stop for hours!

Tia Mercovich, 4R

Photos by
Ben Smithies

Everybody having a stretch before
kicking and handballing.
Lachlan with his signed
Notebook.

A group picture of everyone in
the clinic.
Matthew getting an autograph
from a Richmond player.

The kids asking questions.

Hi, my name is Brigita Wallbridge and I play netball for
the Donvale Netball Club. My team is the Diasiez, we
play in the 9 and under competition.
On Sunday the 3rd of April my team was invited to play
as part of the half time entertainment at Hisense Arena,
where Melbourne Vixen‟s were playing against Southern
Steel. I thought the layers were tall and fast. At half time
we went on the court to play a game called “keepings
off”. We were in two teams green and red. I was in
the green team. We had to pass the netball around
and try and shoot a goal. I was scared and nervous
but happy at the same time. We played for 6 to 7 minutes. We made a guard of honour for the Melbourne Vixens to
run back out on the court, they are really, really tall. We had our photo taken with „Foxy‟, the Melbourne Vixen
mascot. We went back to our seats and watched the rest of the game. Melbourne Vixens won 42 to 33.
After the game I got autographs from Madison Browne and Chelsey Tregear. I had a really, really good time, I
couldn‟t believe how lucky I was to be part of the day.

Last Saturday I went to the Melbourne Sports
and Aquatic centre to compete in the Val Beitzel
Memorial Challenge. I was in the 10/11 girls
age group. There were eight of us in the competition.
I was pretty nervous like I usually am before an event.
I was the last diver of the day. I did my dives pretty
well. When they announced the result, I found out I
came second. I was less than a point behind first
place. I was really happy and I love my medal.
Amy Elliott 4P

EASTER EGG HUNT WITH PLAYGROUP
It was an amazing day! Stephanie, Tia and I were helping play
group with their outstanding Easter egg hunt, they had no idea!
That‟s what made it better! They were in the library while we
were hiding them, we hid them everywhere! As soon as we
finished the kids came rushing outside just to find the eggs! They
were only aloud one big one each, it was so fun watching all of
them find the eggs and have a great time! The best bit about the
Easter egg hunt was that we all got hot cross buns!
By Brittany, Tia and Stephanie

The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management,
and teachers do not endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this
publication. No representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation
to the accuracy or completeness of the information presented in this publication, or
any claims made by the advertisers.

More information on the following advertising is available from the office:
WARRANDYTE HIGH SCHOOL - School tours run on a weekly basis every Thursday at 9.30am.
MANNINGHAM COUNCIL - Zero Zone Friday Fun Frenzy. Friday 29 April 4 - 5pm.

