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Phone: 9842 3373
Fax: 9841 7033

E mail: donvale.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Web site: www.donvaleps.vic.edu.au

Save the environment!
Did you know that you can have Snippets emailed to you? Visit the school website and follow the prompts.

Donvale Primary School provides students with a positive educational experience to achieve their
potential in a comprehensive learning environment that is caring, secure and stimulating.

WEEKLY DIARY
Monday 4th April




Thursday 7th April



8.30am-9.30am: Uniform shop open
9.30: Parents Association meeting in the library
Assembly: „Super Senior‟ Choir performing

Friday 8th April

Tuesday 5th April




2.30-3.30: Level 3 Football Clinic (Richmond
Football Club)



Last day Term 1
2.15 Assembly (Easter raffle drawn)
2.30 Dismissal

TERM 2
Wednesday 27th April

Wednesday 6th April


Student Banking Day
Level 4 Round Robin Sports Day

9.30-11.30: Level 1 walking excursion to
Greenview Retirement Village
Level 4 Family Life - session 3



Term 2 resumes

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Spelladrome is here

The March Parents Association
Meeting is on THIS MONDAY at
9:30am in our Library. Please take
the time and make the effort to
come along.

Our school has registered all students to use
Spelladrome, a new interactive spelling instruction
program which will support our DIPL English
program, now taught across our school. Our teachers
had a professional development session to refine their
skills in effectively operating this new program. Your
child can access Spelladrome from home the same as
Mathletics. We would encourage you to allow your
child to use these programs out of school hours as they
will support the learning happening at school. If you
need further details, have a chat to your child‟s class
teacher.

Italian Day was “bene”
Congratulations to all staff and students who took
part in our very successful Italian Cultural Day on
Tuesday. The activities which the students took part
in were all very enthusiastically embraced with some
fantastic learning and enjoyment taking place.
The performances were very age appropriate and
enjoyed by us all.

Sports day
Today we hosted a number of Manningham schools on
our Level 4 Summer Sports Round Robin. As I write
this, they are enthusiastically competing in many
sports around our school. Next Thursday is the
completion of the Summer Sport. It is great to see all
our level 4 students so enthusiastically representing
our school in a variety of sports, displaying great
sportsmanship as well as skills.

With the addition of the enthusiasm and skill of our
staff, a very productive, enjoyable day was held
celebrating our school link to Italian as our LOTE
language. Special thanks to Mrs Dina Velona, our
LOTE teacher, who organised and ran the day.
A very enjoyable, interesting and great learning
experience was had by all.
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Education Week

The Assistant Principal

Would like to share our Ad for Education Week with
you. With great assistance from the Glovers, we have
revamped our Leader Newspaper ad, which will go in
our local paper the week before Education Week
( Monday 16th May- Friday 20th May). Keep your eyes
out for it. Also please put the dates and time of our
Open Day in your diary as we would hope you and
your family will be able to come along and spend some
time in your child(s) classroom celebrating all the
great things they are doing in 2011.

Planning Week:
This week all Levels of the school and specialist
teachers have been involved in planning their
curriculum for Term 2. As highlighted earlier in the
year in Snippets the four areas of study for our
Integrated Units are; Ourselves ( Becoming life long
learners), Scientific and Technological World ( Being
innovative) and Environment (Managing sustainable
environments). In term 2 all Levels will be involving
their students in a unit of work related to the
Scientific and Technological World. The whole school
„Throughlines‟ for this area of study are:

Science is constantly evolving and impacting on
our global world.

People depend on networks and systems.

People are driven to design and create
technological innovations and their results have
consequences.

There are systems, cycles and scientific/
technological principles in our world.

I would also ask that if you know of any families who
have Preps in 2012, please give them a personal
invite to come along. They can also, at anytime,
contact our school and make arrangements for a
personal tour with Mr Mc Kinlay or me.

Levels of the school will use the different
„Throughlines‟ to guide them in their planning of
activities for their Term 2 Science unit. We look
forward to an exciting term of scientific discovery!

Ian McKinlay








Early finish next Friday 8th April. 2:30
dismissal as it is the end of Term 1. It has just
flown!!!
PA meeting next Monday morning following
assembly at 9:30am in our library.
April School Council meeting next Wednesday
at 7:30pm.
Next Thursday Round 2 of our summer sport
round robin.
On Monday our marimba band is performing at
Tunstall Square Pre-School for both groups.
On Tuesday our Marimba band is performing
for Donvale Pre-School in the morning and at
ABC in the afternoon.

Have a great week….

GARRY BRIGGS
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UNSW International Competitions and
Assessments for Schools

General News

Monday 4th April will be the last chance to nominate
for the University of New South Wales Competitions.
If you need a permission form, please see the office.
All forms and money must be handed to the office no
later than Monday. Below are the various
competitions that students can enter and the dates
they will be held.

FRUIT NEXT WEEK:
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The Preps have been working very hard with their
buddies over the last fortnight to complete a Learning
Task on Ultranet. They have also add comments to a
Blog about the Italian Day, and can use an iFrame to
access Mathletics via Ultranet - very impressive!

Computer Skills
Science

Parents of Level One students will be getting a letter
this week to enable them to log in to Ultranet to see
this work, as well as a gallery of photos from Italian
Day.

Spelling
Writing
English

The computer lab will be open on Tuesday afternoon
after school for any parents who need assistance with
registering for Ultranet Access.

Mathematics

Regards,
Rick Gordon

Tuesday 24th
May
Wednesday 8th
June
Tuesday 21st
June
Tuesday 21st
June
Tuesday 2nd August
Tuesday 16th
August

$7.70
$7.70
$11
$16.50
$7.70
$7.70

If you require any more information please don‟t
hesitate to come and speak to me.
Rebecca Signorini

ANZAC DAY BADGES
Anzac badges are available from the office for a gold
coin donation.

SICK CHILDREN
Conjunctivitis
If your child is complaining of sore, red and itchy eyes
- please get it checked out by your doctor. It could be
that they have conjunctivitis, this is highly
contagious. Symptoms usually develop within 24 to
72 hours of becoming infected and last from two days
to three weeks. Children with conjunctivitis should be
kept home from school. The child is infectious until
discharge from eyes has disappeared.
Gastroenteritis (‘gastro’)
Signs and symptoms:

Causes children to feel unwell, and not want to
eat or drink

Vomiting may happen in the first 24 to 48
hours

Then your child may have diarrhoea lasting up
to one week

Your child may have some stomach pains

Your child may also have a fever
Keep your child away from other children as much as
possible until the diarrhoea has stopped.
If your child is showing symptoms of any of the above,
please keep them at home until all symptoms have
ceased or advised by your doctor. This will help to
stop the spread throughout the school.
Thank you.
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From The
Art Room
Dear Parents & Guardians,
We have started off the year on a great note with lots
of colourful art work already displayed around the
school and more to come. To finish off the term, students will be doing some Easter art and finishing any
incomplete works.
Term 2 is fast approaching and I would be most
grateful for shoe boxes. Level 4 students will be
making a marine diorama as part of their integrated
unit on marine life.
Could I also remind you that all students need to
have an art smock, clearly named so that we can keep
school uniforms safe from messy paint, pastels, ink,
etc.
Thank You,
Bernadette Towan.

From The
Sports Coach
Viva Soccer
Parents may register to be part of this after school
soccer program online (www.vivasoccer.com.au) The
program begins next term, 2nd May and ending 20th
June 2011.
Today was the first of our 2 sport days with all level
4 children involved in 5 Summer Sports (Cricket,
Softball, Bat Tennis, Rounders and Basketball) Next
Thursday we will play the remainder of the games at
the same venues (weather permitting).
Soccer Balls
Thanks to the Furr and Hall families who donated to
the school, 6 lovely new size 4 soccer balls. Thanks
so much.
Term 2
Level 4, 2 and 1 children will be participating in
their 5 session Gymnastic Program (part of Term 2
Bulk Billing). More details will follow early next
term.
Good luck to the children representing Donvale
Primary School next week in our trials (basketball).
Mr Pianta

School Council Profile
Marita Warner
What brought you to DPS?
We were new to the area, so (wonderfully) didn't have
any external influences when choosing a school. We
looked at a few local schools and were thrilled to have
such good choices. In the end, Donvale Primary School
was our closest school - and I believe in trying local
first. It has been great to meet and mesh in with the
local community.
Where did you grow up?
I grew up in the Eastern Suburbs of Melbourne. I then
spent the last 20 years, living bayside and inner city
but have returned to the east as I longed to send my
kids to a school with grass and space, as we both
experienced for our primary school years.
Who do you barrack for?
The mighty Bombers! (however I do find myself
frequenting Hawthorn games as well.....)
What is your favourite food?
Those that know me well would say EVERY type of
food - which is accurate - I do love my food!
What do you most enjoy doing in your leisure time?
Holidays and travel! I have been fortunate enough to
have had some amazing travel adventures. I also love
playing tennis and basketball. Gardening is
something I have discovered since moving to Donvale.
What do you hope to achieve on school council?
One of my core values is to contribute to community
and "give back", so I hope to be able fulfil these held
beliefs. I also want to utilise the skills that I have
from the past 20 years in a global corporate
environment to promote DPS to the community,
welcome and encourage new families to DPS and to
foster a culture of continuous improvement and
communication.

Free Family Event:

C.R.E.

Put this free family event in your
diaries......
Children's Book Festival: Family Day
Sunday 3 April 2011, 10:00am - 4:00pm
The State Library, 328 Swanston Street, Melbourne.
Cost: Free

Christian Religious Education
Introduction
"Good morning Everyone, my name is Shirley
Mantfeld, I will be your CRE teacher for this year.
You may call me, Mrs Shirley."

Bring the kids for this special celebration of children’s
books, with readings, puppet shows, music and magic!

This is one of my favourite sentences at the beginning
of every year as I introduce myself to my new students
and introduce their elective "CRE". Teaching is my
passion and I have the privilege to "do it","go", "action
my dream"! Thank you for affording me this
opportunity again this year.

Featuring everyone's favourite authors and illustrators,
including Terry Denton, Bob Graham, Leigh Hobbs,
Judy Horacek, Elise Hurst and Sally Rippin. The
Children's Book Festival, presented by the Wheeler
Centre and the State Library, is a first for Melbourne's
City of Literature!

"What is CRE?
In CRE we started the year playing a game called
“poison smartie”. The object of the game is to pick out
all 8 coloured smarties before hitting the “poison” one
i.e. the nominated “poison” colour. Inevitably there
are only one or two children who succeed in winning
all 8, majority managed to pick out 3-5 and then a few
only manage to pick out one, the “poison” one.
CRE is learning about God, people recorded in the
Bible of their experiences of God and how their stories
can be a guide to the best way to respond to
circumstances in life – both good times and bad times.
Ask, and you will receive. Search and you will find.
Knock and the door will be opened for you. Matthew
7:7
Have a great week!
Shirley Mantfeld
CRE Teacher (Level 4)

This free family day will held on the front forecourt and
lawns of the State Library.
This event is presented with support from the Children’s
Book Council of Australia, Helen McPherson Smith
Trust, Zart Art, Playgroup Victoria and Books Illustrated.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
1st-7th April
Jessica G, Chloe S, Amy E, Marcel S,
Kelli D, Ryan H

Article featured in the Leader Newspaper about Nick Maxwell’s visit to the
school
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Maths Fun For Everyone - A game of Nim
Try this activity online at :
https://legacy.edumail.vic.gov.au/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.csiro.au/helix/mathsbyemail/activity/nim.html

You will need:



Some counters
A friend to play with

What you do:






Put some counters in a pile (around 12 will do to start).
Decide who is going to go first.
The first player must take either one or two counters from the pile.
The second player must then take one or two counters from the pile.
Keep alternating turns until the last counter is taken. The person who
takes the last counter is the loser.

Can you come up with a strategy that always wins? What if you start with a
different number of counters?

It makes the game easier if
you can count the counters as
you play

What’s happening:
To work out how to win, it helps to work backwards. If it’s your turn and there’s
only one counter left, then you lose. This means that if it’s your turn and there are
two or three counters left, you should leave your opponent with one.
What if there are four counters on your turn? If you take one, then your opponent
will take two, and you lose. If you take two, then your opponent can take one, and
you’ll lose. So if you can, you should try to give your opponent a pile of four
counters on their turn. Using this strategy, you should be able to win if there are
five or six counters in the pile at the start of your turn.
You can extend this sort of strategy as far as you want. In order to win, you
should always give your opponent a number of counters that is a multiple of three,
plus one more. Then, if they take away one, you take two, and if they take away
two, you take one. This guarantees they will always receive a pile with one more
than a multiple of three counters. Eventually, you will give your opponent seven
counters, and then four counters, and finally one counter.

You can take either one or
two counters on your turn

Applications:
Nim is a very special game because it has a strategy that will always win, no
matter what. Most games don’t have a definite winning strategy. There are several
reasons why Nim is like this.
Firstly, there are no random parts to the game. You never roll dice, or draw cards
– the only things that matter are what you and your opponent do. Secondly,
there’s no way to have a tied game, so one of the players is going to win. Thirdly,
the game has to end after a certain number of turns. Some games can get caught
in a loop so that they never end, but Nim can’t have more goes than there are
counters at the start. Finally, it is also a two player game. If you have three or
more players, then the result can depend on how nice the other players are to
you.
Any game that has all of these properties will have a definite winning strategy for
one of the two players, although that strategy is not always easy to find. For
example, the first player doesn’t always have the winning strategy. If you play
Nim starting with seven counters, the second player will win if they play correctly,
and the first player can’t stop them.

More information:
Play Nim online at: http://www.darkfish.com/nimskulls/nimskulls.html
Have fun!
Luanda Pianta – Numeracy Co-ordinator

If you take the last piece, you
lose!

Italian Carnevale Day 2011
Italian Carnevale Day was an enjoyable event for the children and staff of Donvale Primary School.
The children arrived to school proudly dressed in their costumes and Italian colours and they participated in all the
activities with enthusiasm. Thank-you to Angie for organising the Italian lunches and also to the parents for assisting
in the canteen. I’m also grateful to all the staff for their assistance and for helping to make the day such a success.
Below is a snapshot of the day.
Ciao!
Signora Velona`

Miss Smith’s
wedding

Parent Association News!
Parents Association
Annual General Meeting
Monday 4th April
In the Library
(Middle building)
All parents are invited to attend our Annual General Meeting. Come along and
find out what we are doing for your
school this year and meet your new executive committee for 2011.
For further information, please see Kathryn, or contact her
on
9891 6746 or via email at Soterales@optusnet.com.au

Entertainment books
Fundraiser 2011
Easter Raffle 2011
Our annual Easter raffle commenced
this week. Class reps from each class
will be selling tickets before and after
school or you can go directly to the
office.
To ensure our fundraiser is successful
we are encouraging all families to
donate chocolate eggs to go towards our
prizes.
Donations can be left in the basket
located in the office.

Lost Property

Items in our lost property box
will be placed out on the fence
on Monday during assembly for
parents to look through. Please
take the time to look through the
lost property to see if any items
belong to your family.

The first term class reps meeting will follow
the Parents Association AGM on Monday 4th
April
Order forms for this year’s Entertainment books
have been handed out today. The new
Entertainment book contains up to $15,000
worth of special offers for the most popular
restaurants, cafes, attractions and sports in
Greater Melbourne. If you wish to purchase a
copy please fill out the details and return with
$65 to school. The books can be delivered to
your child’s class or you can collect from the
office.

Kids Disco 2011
Friday 1st April
In the GP room
Levels 1 and 2 – 5.30pm -7.00pm
Levels 3 and 4 – 7.30pm – 9.00pm
Ticket orders will be taken up until tomorrow morning.
Please fill out all details on the order form and return
with correct money to the office.
Please note that NO tickets will be sold on the night.
Tickets have been handed out today. Parents who have
volunteered to help out on the night will receive the
roster today also.

We will be providing snacks and drinks for sale on the
night.
These include packets of chips and popcorn for $1.20
each, chocolate bars for $2.50 each and pop top drinks
(assorted flavours) for $1.50 each.

For any concerns, please see Kathryn

The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management,
and teachers do not endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this
publication. No representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to
the accuracy or completeness of the information presented in this publication, or any
claims made by the advertisers.

More information on the following advertising is available from the office:
Guide Dogs Victoria’s Biggest Dog Wash - Sunday the 10th of April 9am-4pm Flemington Racecourse
(The Ascot) Details at: www.guidedogsvictoria.com.au
THINGS TO DO IN THE HOLIDAYS:
Yarra Valley Railway - Easter holiday rides daily from 10am to 4pm. Family movie night “on the green” at Rochfod
Winery Friday 8th April—Ferris Beuller’s day off. For more info visit www.yvr.com.au
Deep Creek Anglican Church - Holiday Kidz Club. Loads of fun for all!

