
We are asking all DPS families to make a BIG  
effort to come along to our only TERM 1 Working 

Bee on Sunday 20th March from 9:00-

12:30pm.  I am urging all families to come along 

for an hour or so to help us keep your child‘s school in 

a safe and good looking manner. If you have, for  

whatever reason, been unable to come along to past 

working bees, we need your help for this one. Please 

put aside an hour to come along and work beside other 

parents and staff. 

 

I look forward to seeing you there. A BBQ for those 

who have helped is provided by our PA at 12:30pm . 
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Save the environment! 

Did you know that you can have Snippets emailed to you?  Visit the school website and follow the prompts. 

Friday 11th March 
 Regional swimming (Julia and Lev) 

 

Monday  
 Labour Day 

 

Tuesday 15th March 
 Football Clinics:  9.00-11.00 Level 2             

10.00-11.00  Level 3                                       

11.30-12.30  Level 4 

 

Wednesday 16th March 
 Ride 2 School Day 

 Level 3 Market Fresh Incursion 
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Snippets 
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Level 4’s do great things in Maths 
Over the 

last 3 

weeks four 

Grade 5 & 

four Grade 

6 students 

have taken 

part in a 

series of 

Maths        

challenges , 

―have sum 

fun on 

line‖.  The grade 5‘s came 3rd  is Australia, the grade 

6‘s came 9th nationally. 

Congratulations to both teams on your fantastic     

results. Your maths skills are great and the way you 

worked as cooperative team members was great to see. 

Thursday 17th March 
 Student Banking Day 

 

Friday 18th March 
 JSC Free Dress Day - Gold coin donation for 

World Vision 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 20th March 
 Working Bee 

Monday 21st March 
 School photos 

Donvale Primary School provides students with a positive educational experience to achieve their 

potential in a comprehensive learning environment that is caring, secure and stimulating. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Council Elections 
Please remember to vote in our current School Council 

elections. Voting concludes at 4:00pm on Tuesday  

afternoon. 

The 6 parent candidates are: 

 Brad Wolff 

 Craig Semmens 

 James Clarke 

 Kylie Glover 

 Marita Warner 

 Craig Moyle 
 

New Website is nearly here 
Following a rigorous review of our current website, 

the school has decided to significantly revamp our 

website.  Thanks to the very generous offer of Kylie & 

Michael Glover; they have been working tirelessly on 

creating a fantastic, accessible, informative and classy 

site for us. It is currently being refined and we hope 

will be available in a few weeks. Linked to this      

process Mr Dean Newitt, a very highly regarded    

photographer, and DPS parent has very generously 

donated his time and expertise to take a number of 

great photos to put on our new site. These will be 

taken next Tuesday and over the next few weeks. We 

are all looking forward to our new site celebrating all 

the great things DPS does. More details will be made 

available as it comes. 

 

New Australian Flag 
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Last Monday, Mr Kevin Andrews  presented our school 

Captains with a new Australian Flag. He then spoke to 

all our elected school leaders about the leadership 

qualities of a Federal Parliamentarian and answered 

some very insightful questions from our students. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Very much appreciated gift 
On Friday afternoon we had a very welcome visitor 

from Canberra, to our school. Mr Colin Campbell, 

Grandad of Cody & Georgia. Mr Campbell has written 

a very informative book about his time as a soldier in 

Vietnam during the conflict there. 

Mr Campbell is a distinguished soldier who rose to the 

rank of Colonel in the Australian Army. 

I am currently reading the book and if deemed       suit-

able will place it in our school library. Cody is credited 

in the book with taking the photo on the back cover. 

We can see that Georgia & Cody are very proud of 

their Grandad. We appreciate him thinking of us at 

Donvale PS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Free to a good home 
We have a number of large wire gates which are free to 

a good home. Just call into the office if you are          

interested. 



The Assistant Principal 
What a fantastic Effort 
This week I received a phone call from Mr Nick     

Maxwell, the Captain of Collingwood Football Club. 

Donvale Primary School has been a major winner in 

the Premier‘s Active Families Challenge in the        

Primary School‘s section. We have been lucky enough 

to win a football Clinic for 50 students hosted by the 

Collingwood Premiership Captain at Donvale PS on 

Thursday 24th March. Unfortunately, we will have to 

limit the number attending. I am sure students that 

are lucky enough to be selected, will have a wonderful 

opportunity to get close to an AFL icon.                       

Congratulations to all the children who registered and 

took part in the challenge. Special thanks to Mrs 

Jeanine Innes, who was a driving force in getting us 

motivated to be part of this great program. We all 

benefitted by getting fit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wanted 
We have one very lonely fish who is  

desperately looking for a friend or 

friends.  If anyone has a lonely fish at 

home who would like to live in an      

exciting office area and be looked at by 

lots of children, we would love to have 

it. Please call in and see me if you can 

help.………  Gurgle Gurgle!!! 

 

Makes you smile:  
Why did the jelly bean come to school? 

Because it wanted to be a smartie!! 

(Told to me by Seamus Clarke) 

 

 
Thanks this week to: 
Mr Gerraty who has provided some more indoor palms 

to ―green up‖ our new BER building. 

 

Have a great long weekend….. 
 

GARRY BRIGGS 

 Tunstall Square Festival 
On Saturday 26th February many members of our 

school community worked tirelessly to showcase the 

wonderful aspects of Donvale P.S. at the Tunstall 

Square Festival. Within minutes of arriving at     

Tunstall Square a hive of activity saw a canopy 

erected, complete with Donvale P.S. banner,          

children‘s work displayed on attractive fold out 

boards, Art activities organised and interactive      

Numeracy games set up on laptops for passers by to 

enjoy.  

 

Our school had the privilege of officially opening the 

festival with the Marimba band which had been   

practising keenly at school under the guidance of Mrs 

Keep and Mr Gordon in anticipation of this special 

event. As the day passed many children and adults 

participated in the activities on offer under our     

canopy. Children could involve themselves in the Art 

activities organised by Mrs Towan, enjoy live      

Mathletics with Mrs Pianta, receive some tuition on 

how to play the marimbas from Mrs Keep or chat to 

Mr Briggs about enrolling their youngster. In short 

our canopy was colourful, lively, informative, musical 

and inviting. It was great to see the Teachers, ES 

Staff and School Councillors all working so effectively 

together with the common aim of promoting our 

school. Many thanks to all those who gave their time 

and energy on this day. A special thankyou to Janene 

Rubens our Marketing Committee leader whose    

enthusiasm for the day was infectious. 

 

A visitor to our stall may have left with some         

literature, a balloon, a fish and even a Donvale drink 

bottle. Though more importantly we hope they left 

with a feeling that Donvale P.S. is a happy, friendly 

place, strongly supported by an enthusiastic school 

community and where learning is fun. 

 

Ian McKinlay 



SCHOOL PHOTO DAY   
SCHOOLPIX will be visiting us on              

Monday 21
st

 March, 2011  
 

PHOTO DAY TIPS:  
Dress:  Clean and tidy as per school uniform guidelines 
 
Hair:   Neat and swept off face  

 

Orders:   Complete your order form and return to school 
prior to photography day (or as directed by school staff) 
  

Pre-orders:   To preorder online, take your personal ID 
Number found on your order form and go to 
www.schoolpix.com.au  

 
PO Box 5222, Hallam VIC 3803 
Ph: 1300 766 055 
Email: info@schoolpix.com.au  

General News 

FRUIT NEXT WEEK:   
3SG 

PREMIERS READING CHALLENGE   
BOOKS, BOOKS, BOOKS 
The Premiers Reading Challenge is on again this year. 

The permission forms have been handed out so if you 

haven‘t done so already please return the completed 

form to school; this will ensure that you are regis-

tered, receive your certificate and have your name 

published in ―The Age‖ at the end of the Challenge.  

There are some amazing books, by fabulous authors to 

read and it‘s great FUN so make sure you‘re joining 

in. Remember it‘s for all levels.  You can borrow these 

books in the usual way from the library.  

The most important part of the Reading Challenge is 

that you read with enjoyment and explore many books 

and authors.  A list of the books is available on-line or 

from your class teacher. 

If you have any questions come and see me or you can 

ask my fantastic parent helper Kerry Gerraty.  

  

HAPPY READING!!!  

Mrs Colgate-Jones 

 

Resourses Working Bee Sunday  20th March 
We would like to remind all of our parents that we 

have a working bee on the20th March. That's only   

two weekends away. 

At this time of year the grounds and gardens need a 

bit more of a tidy up, so we would like as many       

parents to come along for this our first working bee of 

the year. 

Following is a list of jobs that you may like to consider 

doing. 

 Weeding garden beds 

 Mulching garden beds 

 Pruning trees and    shrubs 

 Mowing and whipper snipping 

 Helping  patch pathway from the 

carpark area up to the new build-

ing 

 Sweeping and blowing the pathways 

Looking forward to seeing as many of the 

parents as possible for our working bee. 

Brad Wolff                          

Resources Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

Ultranet – Parent Logon 
It‘s here at last! Parents of Level Four students should 

have received a letter today with details of the         

registration procedure for Ultranet, and a brochure 

outlining its features. 

If you have a student in Level 4, we ask you to         

complete the registration over the weekend, as the 

temporary password has a limited lifespan. You will 

need an email address to use as your User Name, and 

a Complex 7 password that has at least seven digits, 

including at least one capital letter and one number. It 

is preferable that special characters ($%^?/) are not 

used, as they have caused problems in the past.       

Examples could be ‗GoBombers2011‘, ‗JamesHird5‘ or 

‗Premiers11‘. (If you have a current password the con-

forms to the standard, you can use that.) 

There is a reward for the students of all families who 

successfully log on to the Ultranet! They must claim 

their reward from their teacher, after correctly         

answering the secret code question. 

The computer lab will be open after school on Tuesday 

15th March and staff will be available for any parents 

who require assistance. 

Parents of children in other levels will be sent their 

letters over the next few weeks. 

 

Rick Gordon 

Ultranet Co-ordinator 

 
PLEASE BE AWARE 
We have had a few cases of conjunctivitus.  It is very 

contagious and your child is infectious as long as there 

is discharge from the eye.   

Signs and symptoms: 

 Gritty, itchy eyes / Irritation and redness 

 Excessive tears in the eyes / Sticky lids 

 A discharge with pus / Swelling of the eyelids 

 Intolerance to looking at sunlight 



 From The 

Sports Coach  
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Division Swimming 
Well done to our 11 children who competed last    

Thursday in the Division Swimming competition. 

 

Regional Swimming 
Congratulations and best of luck to Julia H 

(backstroke) and Lev M (freestyle and butterfly) who 

won their events at Division and will now swim on  

Friday (tomorrow) in the next level of competition—

Regionals. 

 

Football Clinics 
Beverley Hills Junior Football Club will conduct     

football clinics at school next Tuesday. 

 
Ride 2 School Day 
This is next Wednesday 16th March.  I encourage all 

children to participate in this event.  Children can ride 

bikes or scooters but must wear a helmet.  Remember, 

“It’s cool To Ride 2 School”. 

 

Kilometre Club 
Well done to the children who participated in the   

Kilometre Club on Wednesday before school. Excellent 

work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After School Holiday Program 
Conducted by Blackburn High School students and 

teachers has been confirmed for Mary 5th, 12th, 19th 

and 26th with the Hockey Gala Day on Monday 30th 

May.  Students in Level 3 and 4 will be given a        

registration form tomorrow with all details.  Could  

students please return this form by Friday 25th or 

ASAP. 

 

Thank you. 

Mr Pianta 

Canteen 
What's On The Menu 

Reminder 
Streets Paddle Pop Special Offer – Valid 
Until end of Term 1 
Purchase a Paddle Pop Ice-cream of any flavour for 

just $1.00 (normally $1.40), when you place a lunch 

order to the value of$3.50 or more. 

 

Italian Day Lunch 29th March, 2011  
All students should have received a RED order form.  

Those who wish to order a SPECIAL Italian Day 

Lunch, simply feel out the form and send it to the  

canteen via the lunch order system together with the 

money enclosed.   

 

I will be excepting ―normal lunch orders‖ on this day 

for anybody who wishes to do so. 

 

If you only would like to purchase just a Gelati Cup 

for this day, you can.  Simply send the form back in to 

the canteen just circling Gelati Cup and $1.50.   

 

The Gelati is ½  choc ½  lemon, you can not order one 

flavour only.  This is prepacked in a half cup size.  

 
Keep Healthy, Keep Cool, Keep Hydrated  

Angie  (cookie) 

Canteen Management Services 

C.R.E.  
Christian Religious Education 

We are so pleased to be back at Donvale Primary 

teaching your beautiful children all about God, The 

Bible and Gods son Jesus.  We want to introduce them 

to biblical stories and help them explore the biggest 

Questions in life, to share with them Gods Love for 

them and to encourage the children to value          

themselves and others.  

Shirley will continue teaching grades 5, 6, Judith 3, 4 

and myself prep, 1 and 2.  I cant wait to meet the new 

little preppies!! 

This is a fantastic school (all my 4 sons came here and 

the eldest is 28 this year!!)   I have been teaching Cre 

since my youngest was in grade 1! (13 years).    We 

want each child to learn they are very special to God 

and to Us !  

Each week we will look in the bible for a special verse, 

sing songs, have a story and do an activity. 

The verse for the first week is from the Book of Mark 

(in the New Testament) Chapter 9 Verse 37, "Whoever 

welcomes one of these little children in my name    

welcomes me" 

Have a great week !  God Bless!   

Cheryl Shanks. 
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STORIES FROM THE STUDENTS 

Colouring Competition 
On Saturday the 26th February, 2011 at the Tunstall 

Square Twilight Festival I won the colouring         

competition.  I won 3 wishing stones, a note pad, a 

magnet and a gift voucher.  I was so excited, I    

couldn’t believe I won.  It was $30.00 from Home of 

Delicacies at Tunstall Square.  My family and I went 

there on the weekend.  We ordered 4 cakes to share, 

3 milkshakes, 1 for me, my brother and my sister, it 

was vanilla flavour and it was very yummy.  My Mum 

and Dad had a coffee; everyone in my family loved it. 

 

By Anastasia Drakos  3SG 

 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

 LABOUR DAY 

Paper Weaving 
Dodgball 
Cooking: Apple Puffs 
Cricket 

Paper Lei’s 
Toilet Tiggy 
Baking: Salt Dough 
Musical Bob 

Origami 
Piggy in the Middle 
Painting: Salt Dough 
Ship, Shark, Shore 

Jewellery Making 
Musical Chairs 
Exploding Volcano 
Giant’s Treasure 

Kilometer Club is up and running each Wednesday       
morning. 
 
I think this is a fantastic idea and would love children to get 
involved in this healthy activity! All we need is a signed note 
to allow children to be released early from BSC (8.30am) 
rather than the normal 8.45am. 
 
Any other extra-curricular activities, let me know and I am 
more than willing to try to accommodate. 
 
Another HUGE thank you to all of the kids, families and 
school community for making this first half of the term so 
enjoyable for me! Can’t wait to continue getting to know 
you all. 
Sarah 

 

Coordinator –          Sarah 

Mucha 

Staff: Hannah, Kim, Lee 

and  Steven 

Program Phone:  0402 362 443 

OSHCLub – 8564 9000 

Admin: 

admin@oshclub.com.au  

Website: www.oshlub.com.au 

HAVE SOME FUN ONLINE! 
Over the last 3 weeks four Grade 6 children, Luke H, 

Haiden R, Michael T and Tyler B, took part in a series 

of mathematical challenges. They had to answer 10 

very hard questions in three different rounds. There 

were 41 different schools competing at the level and 

they came 9th nationally.  The final was score of 23.6 

out of 30. The winners were Perth College.  

We were very happy of our performance. Thank-you 

to Mrs. Annakin for helping us and  organising all the 

paperwork. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Luke, Haiden, Michael and Tyler 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
11th-17th March 
Andrew S, Bridget B, Marvin C, Rachel C, 

Sebastian K, Rose W-H, Irene M, Aleisha H, 

Dylan L, Adrian M, Olivia A, Vicky M 

mailto:admin@oshclub.com.au


 

 

 

 

‘All relay teams please line up over here’ said a man with a microphone. 

The girls in our team were Bridget Barnes, Brittany Wolf, Jamie Allison 

and Jesse Dolinko. In order Jesse swam first, then Jamie dived in and after 

her Brittany swam and the last person was Bridget. We came third but the 

team that came second got disqualified so we got second place. Lev M and 

Julia H won their individual events and they are through to Regional’s. 

Most of the other swimmers came second and did a really god job. All the 

other boy and girl relay teams 

and medley teams went really 

well and swam there hardest to 

get in a good position. All the 

students and teachers are very 

proud of our swimmers and we 

wish Lev and Julia good luck in 

the next round. Written by Jamie 

Allison and Jesse Dolinko. 

 

 

 

 
When we got there it was an outdoor pool. There were about 10 schools 

competing to get into ZONE. We started off with butterfly, then freestyle. At 
about 11 o’clock they announced the scores and Donvale were in front by 

about 20 points .  The races kept on going and Donvale Primary School was 

getting further and further ahead. Finally, the relays and the medleys 

began and Donvale Primary School started to win them too.  
At the end of the day, they announced the final scores and Donvale won by 

at least 50 points. We got the shield.  

Over the past few weeks we have participated in the 

‘ H ave Sum Fun Online ’  ( HSFOL )  maths            

competition. Surprisingly we came third out of forty five 

schools around Australia. First was Mount Scopus     

Memorial    College ( Scopus5 ) , second was Christ 

Church ( JAMO ) . This was a great opportunity to show 

our talents in maths to the rest of Australia.  

We worked as a team the whole way through and never 

gave up. We are proud of our result and we did very well. 

By the way, our team was the DONVALE          

CRUNCHERS! 

By Joel W, Liam Y, Adam B & John Z 



The National Young Leaders Day 
 
Last Friday the School Captains, Environment Club Captains and JSC went to the Melbourne Conference Centre. 
Some of the people who spoke were Matt Preston, Graig Lapsley, Kate Leeming, Tim Maddren and Steve        
Nicholson.  They were chosen to speak to us because they have all done something to help people and they are all 
leaders in more than one way. 
I learned that being a leader is a very important thing and that people are often looking up to you so to always set an 
example. And to never give up. 
I really enjoyed having the big blue blow-up balls bouncing up and down the stadium because we had to all work as 
a team. Even with the people that we didn’t know. 
  
Victoria Galanou  4H 
Environment Captain 
 

On Friday the 4th of March the school captains, deputy captains, environment captains and junior school    

council representatives went to the Melbourne Convention Centre for the National Young Leaders Day. 

At the Convention Centre we heard 5 speakers they were Matt Preston from Master chef, Commissioner Craig 

Lapsley, cyclist Kate Leeming and finally Tim Mardan and Steve Nicolson from ―Hi-5‖. 

Unfortunately we missed Matt Preston because the bus was late, so we had to order a mini bus.  

Commissioner Craig Lapsley talked about how to be a good leader and how you need to be responsible trust in 

others and make wise decisions. He encouraged us to never be scared and take the challenge. 

Kate Leeming cycled from the most westerly point of Africa to the most easterly point of Africa. She cycled 

about 150km each day and she only had 10 months to reach her destination. Her goal was to make others 

aware of poverty. 

The final speakers were Tim and Steve from ―Hi-5‖. They talked a lot about their childhood and friendship and 

how much they learnt about leadership together. 

The National Young Leaders Day really helped us   understand more about our roles as leaders. 

 

By Nicholas Hall 4G and Lachlan Thorn 3SG 

 

 



More information on the following         

advertising is available from the office: 
DONVALE AUSKICK  -  Registration/pack collection Saturday 

26th March 9am to 10.30am for all children from Prep to Grade 6. 

The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and 
teachers do not endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. 
No representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or 
completeness of the information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the    
advertisers.  

‘THE LOST DOGS HOME’ OPEN DAY 
Dear Donvale Primary School 
 
As a valued supporter of The Lost Dogs’ Home, it is my pleasure to 
invite you and your family to the Home’s Open Day on Sunday 
March 20th, 2011. 
 
Over the past year, some marvellous developments have taken 
place at the Home, and there is no one we would rather share our 
achievements and milestones with than you, who do so much for 
the animals in our care with your generous support. 
The Open Day will mark a special time in our history, as we will  
officially open the doors to our three new facilities. We are always 
looking for ways to increase the comfort and happiness of the cats 
and dogs which pass through our care, and we are proud to have 
established the Stan and Helen Moore Sick and Injured Shelter, 
The Lost Cats’ Home (a development much anticipated by our    
curious felines) and the Thelma Hoult Training and Education   
Centre. 
These developments, which have so enhanced the care we are 
able to give to lost or abandoned animals, have only been possible 
because of your generous and ongoing support of the Home. 
I hope that you are able to join all of us here for this wonderful   
celebration. It will give you an opportunity to meet our staff and to 
share in the warmth we all feel for those animals we help in our  
varied ways. 
I look forward to seeing you on the 
day. 

Family friendly self          

contained 3 bedroom       

holiday house in Rosebud 
 

To rent from $170-$200. 

5 Minute walk to cinema, library and IGA 

supermarket.  Walk to main 

beach, cafes, shops. 

Maximum guests:  6 

Maximums stay:  2-5 nights.   

For more information contact  0425 769 429 

FAMILY FUN DAY AND 2011 SEASON LAUNCH 
 

Sunday 27th March, 1.00pm-6.00pm 
Fun for the whole family. 

 
Donvale Reserve, Noonan Way, Donvale 

  
Enrol online at www.donvalemagpies.org.au 
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