
School Council Elections 
Thank you to the 6 parents who have nominated for 

the 3 parent elected positions on School Council. 

Craig Semmens (renominate) Brad Wolff 

(renominate), James Clarke (renominate),            

Craig Moyle, Marita Warner, Kylie Glover . 

Ballot papers were distributed yesterday to each    

family. Once you have completed the ballot paper 

please return them to the front office. Ballot closes 

on Monday 14th March at 4:00pm. 

The new school council will take up office on    

Wednesday 16th march at 7:30pm. 

 

All the very best to all candidates. It is great to see so 

many parents prepared to take an active role in 

School . 

 

Last Monday Morning 
 Last Monday morning, our School elected                

Environment Club Members were inducted at         

assembly. Miss Gladman and Mrs Tierney 

(School Council Rep) presented the badges to 

our Environment leadership group.                

Congratulations to: Corey McNaughton 4R, 
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Save the environment! 

Did you know that you can have Snippets emailed to you?  Visit the school website and follow the prompts. 

Friday 4th March 
 National Young Leaders Day at Melbourne  

Convention Centre  

 CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY 

 

Monday 7th March 
 8.30-9.30am:  Uniform shop open 

 Special assembly:  Kevin Andrews presenting 

new flag to school 

 

Wednesday 9th March 
 2.30-3.30:  Australian Children‟s Choir        

auditions Grade 1-6 

WEEKLY DIARY 
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 Amy Richardson4H, Tyler Beale, Amy Elliott. 

4P, Jayden Bardrick 3SG, Lachlan Sherwin 

3PH, Angelina Tomasi3W. 

 

Also last Monday morning our School Representative 

Swimming Team accompanied by Mr Pianta competed 

in the Manningham Area Swimming Sports.              

40 students swam in both individual and relay events. 

At the end of the sports, our school was the Winning 

team. Congratulations to all the swimmers who did 

their very best and all contributed to the great        

success. 

 

11 students today are now competing at District 

sports in their events. Thanks to Mr Pianta for all his 

organisation and support. 

Thursday 10th March 
 Student Banking Day 

 2.30-3.30:  „Myfriends.com‟ Cyber Safety         

Incursion for Level 4 

 

Monday 14th March 
 Labour Day (Public Holiday) 

Donvale Primary School provides students with a positive educational experience to achieve their 

potential in a comprehensive learning environment that is caring, secure and stimulating. 



 Next Monday morning, Mr Kevin Andrews will       

attend our Assembly to present a new          

Australian Flag to our school to replace a well 

worn one currently flying on our flagpole. He 

will also briefly meet with our School Leaders 

to chat about the   qualities of leadership. 

 

 Tomorrow Miss Smith and I will be               

accompanying 13 school leaders to the Annual 

Victorian School Leaders forum at Melbourne 

Convention Centre for a day of inspiration. A 

detailed report will be in next week‟s Snippets, 

so please look out for it. 

 

Switched on 
Over the last 3 weeks, all classes have been working 

on an introductory unit of work called “Switched on”. 

This unit is designed to familiarise the students with 

their new classroom, teacher and expectations. It   

allows a formal way of introducing the students to the 

new tasks they will confront throughout 2011. It also 

gives the teacher and support staff an opportunity to 

learn about their new class. At the conclusion each 

grade was expected to create leaves for our tree in the 

foyer, giving a snapshot of what they had done during 

that time. 

 

 

 

 

James, Zoe, Natasha 

and Brenton admire 

their classes          

contribution from 3W 
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REMINDERS 
 Kilometre Club has recommenced 

each WEDNESDAY morning from 

8:30am.  All family members are most 

welcome to join in for a fun 20 minute 

walk, jog or run. Registration is on the 

Senior side adjacent to “the spider”. 

 Return School Council ballot papers to the office 

by Monday 14th March at 4:00pm 

 

 

Have a great week….. 

 

GARRY BRIGGS 

OUR SWIMMING TEAM 



The Assistant Principal 

General News 

FROM THE OFFICE 
Payments 
As you can appreciate we have a lot of notices and 

money coming into the school for fees and other       

activities. When sending money to school please put 

all money into an envelope that has your child‟s 

name, class and the activity you are paying on it. Seal 

this envelope securely – this helps the loss of those 

gold coins out of the side. The envelope needs to be 

handed into the classroom teacher, who will 

gather up all the payments and send them securely to 

the office. 

 

Alternatively, use the credit card slip on the bottom of 

the Bulk Billing notices. The school have pay in        

envelopes which are available from the office. These 

are useful as they have all the prompts for the         

information we need. Payments can be made in the 

following way: we have EFTPOS facilities at the office 

for Debit Card, Visa and MasterCard, cash and 

cheque. 

 
 

FRUIT NEXT WEEK:   
3W 

Priority Learning Teams: 
This week all teachers were involved in Priority   

Learning Team meetings to decide on a plan of action 

for a particular curriculum area. On Monday the staff 

was engaged in PLT A meetings. This involved half the 

staff attending the English team meeting and half   

attending the Maths team meeting. With Literacy and 

Numeracy being the major focus these two Priority 

Learning Teams are made up of representatives from 

all levels of the school. This ensures that decisions 

made on curriculum issues at these meetings have  

input from all areas. As well as deciding on goals and a 

plan of action to achieve them an assessment schedule 

was also drawn up to measure, record and track the 

students‟ progress. 

On Wednesday staff members then participated in 

PLT B meetings in the curriculum areas of Humanities 

and Science, Welfare P.E. and Health, Information 

Technology, Arts and LOTE. Again goals and action 

plans were discussed and put together by the team 

members from various levels. The PLT meetings play a 

vital role in the direction, implementation and         

assessment of all learning programs at Donvale P.S. 

Ian McKinlay 

Emergency Contact Details 
Parents could you please let the office know if you 

have changed any of your contact details (work, home 

and mobile) or address.  It is in your child‟s own inter-

est that we have our records up-to-date at all times in 

case of an emergency, etc. 

 

JSC 
I hope you were all able to attend our school assembly 

last week, where we inducted our new Junior School 

Council for 2011. The following students have been 

elected to represent the ideas and views of their own 

class, and a junior school class, in order to continue to 

make Donvale Primary School a great place to learn. 

Our representatives are: 4P Bridget Barnes, 4G 

Nicholas Hall, 4H Bronte Spiller-Harcourt, 4R     

Alexzondra Newitt, 3PH Emily Younger, 3SG     

Lachlan Thorn and 3W Ashley Weill.  

 

As part of their first official duty our JSC team will 

attend the National Young Leaders Day tomorrow, 

along with our School Captains and Environment 

Captains. Mr Briggs and I will also attend this day. 

I‟m sure it will be an inspiring line up of speakers, 

which will leave the students empowered.   

I am looking forward to working more closely with 

our 2011 JSC team.  

World Vision  
This Sunday will be Tadele‟s birthday. 2S has written 

and sent a birthday card to him. We also sent a book-

let on Australian birds and some stickers as well. If 

any students would like to write to Tadele, please 

speak to me and I‟d be happy to guide you in your 

writing. 

Miss Smith 
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Sensational Swimming Success 

From the moment our first butterfly swimmer hit the 

water until our final swimmer our medley relay team 

touched the wall in the last event of the District  

Swimming Carnival Team had a fantastic day by    

winning the swimming sports for 2011. 

 

Each and every student did their absolute best and 

have to be congratulated.  The support and               

encouragement they gave each other was fantastic.  A 

big thanks to the many parents who travelled to the 

Northcote Pool for their support.  For the record -   

Donvale scored 220 points with Doncaster Gardens 

P.S. placed second with 164 points. 

Special mention to the following students who this 

morning swam in the next level of competition 

(Division). 

Julia H, Lev M, Bridget B, Tia M, Tamica A, Jesse D, 

Jamie-lee A,  Brittany W, Ashley W, Dylan L, Max L 

 

Phys Ed 

Level 1  -  Ball skills and movement 

Level 2  -  Ball skills - hitting, throwing and catching 

Level 3  -  Ball skills - kicking and catching 

Level 4  -  Summer sports 

 

Kilometre Club 

Will be on each Wednesday starting at 8.30am.  All 

parents and students are most welcome to attend and 

participate at their own level/speed.  Remember    chil-

dren, our School and District Cross Country events are 

on in Term 2.  Kilometre Club is a great way to stay fit 

and prepare for these events.  Thanks to Mrs Barnes 

and Mrs Smith for their assistance. 

 

Thank you. 

Mr Pianta 

Everyone has started their borrowing for the year, so 

here are a few reminders: 

 Books may be borrowed for 2 weeks and may be 

renewed once if needed. 

 Preps, and Level 2 may borrow up to 2 books. 

 Level 3 may borrow up to 3 books. 

 Level 4 may borrow up to 4 books. 

Books are your responsibility when they are borrowed 

out to you so please keep them safe from damage such 

as spilt drink bottles, scribble from little brothers or 

sisters, chewing by the family pet!  If books are lost or 

damaged it is school policy that they be paid for by 

the borrower. It is a good idea to keep your books in a   

special library bag. 

If your friend would like to borrow your book, please 

make sure they borrow it through the library under 

their own name.  Do not pass it on to them yourself. 

 

Christopher Milne’s visit 

It was great to hear Christopher speaking about 

where he got his ideas for his naughty stories series 

and how he never gave up in his quest to get the sto-

ries        published.  We now have a selection of his 

stories which he has signed for us, and these are 

ready to be borrowed. 

 

New Books 

Other new books now ready for borrowing include 

new titles in the Rainbow magic series, the Fixers 

series,  the latest Wimpy kid,  the Monstrum House 

series,  Disney fairies, Conspiracy 365 and EJ12.  

There are also lots of other great new books by Leigh 

Hobbs,   Jacqueline Harvey,  Margaret Clark, and 

Natalie Jane Prior, so visit the library for a look at 

the new book displays. 

Playgroup organiser Rebecca Clarke has also given us 

new paperback picture story and non-fiction as a gift 

from Playgroup so thankyou for those.  Playgroup   

visits the library on Tuesday and Wednesday      

mornings and is always a fun, entertaining event.  

The little ones soon get used to coming up to the desk 

to borrow and thoroughly enjoy the songs and stories 

and exploring the library. 

 

Enjoy your reading 

Chris Schneider 

Library Technician 

 Library News  From The 

Sports Coach  
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Special 
Streets Ice-cream  -  Valid until the end 

of Term 1.  Prizes to be won. 

Place a lunch order to the value of $3.50 

or more and you can buy a paddle pop ice 

cream for $1.00 (normally $1.40).  All who take on this 

special go into the draw to win one of 3 prizes. 

Come and check out the prizes at the canteen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

 UNO challenge 

Piggy in the Mid-
dle 

 Friendship Brace-
lets 
Ship Shark Shore 

Make an Ane-
mometer 

Simon Says 
Make Lightning 

Pole Tiggy 

Paper Wingmills 

ZapZap 

Painting:Stormy 
Skies 
Pony Express 

Tornados in a Jar 

Futsal 
Cooking: Choco-
late Truffles 
Run the Gauntlet 

  

Sun Catchers 
Octopus 
Rain Catchers 
GP Room    
Equipment 

 

Just a reminder that all preps 
attending will be walked to 
their line up area and super-
vised until class teachers arrive, 
as well as picked up from their 
classroom in the afternoon. 
 
We want to make the transition 
into school life, as well as before 
and after care, as easy as possi-
ble for all children. 
 
If you have any questions or 
concerns, please come speak to 
me in the OSHC room. 
Sarah 

Another week at OSHClub brings another great range of       
activites to try! 
From Child Suggestions we are now going to have a permanent 
computer lab night. Ofcourse other activities will be on offer, 
but even in my first month here, it has been easy to see that 
everyone loves having the opportunity to use computers with 
their friends. The teamwork during games, sharing of         
knowledge and general enthusiasm that I have seen will be  
fantastic to see again and again! 
So for some social fun, come along on a Monday afternoon! 
Looking forward to seeing you all there. 
 

 

Coordinator – Sarah Mucha 

Staff: Hannah, Kim, Lee and Steven 

Program Phone:  0402 362 443 

OSHCLub – 8564 9000 

Admin: admin@oshclub.com.au  

Website: www.oshlub.com.au 

Canteen 
What's On The Menu 

Italian day lunch at the canteen 
Signora Velona has organised an Italian Day on the 

29th March, 2011 and to   coincide with this day I 

will be offering a special Italian Day Lunch at the 

canteen. 

 

An order form will be coming home next week. 

 

Keep cool, keep healthy. 

 

Angie Drakos 

Canteen Management Services (CMS) 

Cookie 

mailto:admin@oshclub.com.au


Maths Fun For Everyone                                                     
 

Try this: Solve a Sudoku 
 
Try this activity online:   
   http://www.csiro.au/helix/mathsbyemail/activity/sudoku.html 
 

You will need: 
 A pencil 

 An eraser 

 A Sudoku 

 
What you do: 
The practice sudoku in this newsletter are made up of 16 small squares, called „cells‟,      

arranged in a square. The aim is to put a number from 1 to 4 in each of the cells. In the 

end, you need one of each of the numbers 1-4 in each row across, each column down, and 

also one of each of the numbers 1-4 in each of the four squares with a thick black    

border, which are commonly called „boxes‟. 

To explain how sudokus work, we‟ll work through one from start to finish. Download a 

copy here, and print it out so you can follow along. 

If you look at the top left box of four cells, there is only one cell that doesn‟t have a 

number in it. The box already has a „1‟, a „2‟ and a „3‟, so the empty cell needs to be a 

„4‟. 

Now look at the second row (rows go across). This row also has one empty cell, so you 

should be able to work out what to put in it. 

Now look at the first cell in the third row, the one that‟s directly under the „2‟. This cell 

is in the same column (up and down) as a „1‟ and a „2‟, and each number only appears 

once in each column, so it can‟t be a „1‟ or a „2‟. It‟s also in the same row as a „4‟, so it 

can‟t be a „4‟. If it can‟t be a „1‟, „2‟ or „4‟ then it must be a „3‟. 

Now that you have that „3‟, you should be able to work out the other cells in the lower 

left box. Once you have them you‟re almost finished. 

You should now have three cells with the number „1‟. There should be four of them in 

total (one for every row). The fourth „1‟ can‟t go in the first, second or third rows across, 

because they already have „1‟s. It also can‟t go in the first, second or third columns 

down, because they also have „1‟s. The only space for it to go is in the   bottom right 

corner. 

Now that you‟ve got this far, you should be able to fit in all the other numbers. When 

you‟ve finished, check to see if there‟s only one of each  number in every row, column 

and box. 

Most sudokus are actually made up of 81 cells (nine boxes), and use the numbers from 

1-9, but the idea is the same. Many sudokus in newspapers or puzzle books will have 

stars telling you how hard they are. sudokus with lots of stars are a lot harder than 

those with only one star. 
 

What’s happening: 
Solving sudokus is very mathematical, but it‟s not the numbers that make it maths. In 

any sudoku, if you swap all the „1‟s with „2‟s, and all the „2‟s with „1‟s, then you‟ll still 

only have one of each number in the rows, columns and boxes. In fact, you don‟t need to 

use numbers at all! Some sudoku puzzles use letters, or even symbols. There are even 

stained-glass  windows that are based on sudokus, with one piece of glass of each colour 

in each row, column and square. 

 

There are a lot of interesting mathematical questions about sudokus. For example, 

mathematicians have been trying to work out the minimum number of clues (numbers 

that are already included at the start) that you need before you can solve the puzzle. 

You‟ll definitely need eight, because there are nine numbers in a regular sudoku, and if 

you only have seven clues, you can switch the other two numbers to give different     

solutions. Currently, the record for the least number of clues for a sudoku is 17, and many mathematicians 

don‟t think that any 16 clue sudokus exist. 
 
Have fun! 
Luanda Pianta – Maths Coordinator 

Three of these cells 
are already filled in  

This number can't be the 
same as any number in 
its row or column  

There need to be four 
'1's and the all need to 
be in different columns 
and rows  

When you've finished, 
compare your answer to 
this one  

http://www.csiro.au/helix/mathsbyemail/activity/sudoku.html
http://www.csiro.au/helix/mathsbyemail/activity/sudoku.html
http://www.csiro.au/helix/mathsbyemail/activity/20110301/example_sudoku.pdf
http://www.csiro.au/helix/mathsbyemail/activity/20110301/example_sudoku.pdf


STORIES FROM THE STUDENTS 

District Swimming Sports 2011 
 

On the 28th of February I went to district swimming. I got a 3rd in freestyle and in relay I got 2nd. The  
people in my relay team were Ingrid, Ashley and Amy E. We swam in the outdoor pool and it was cold.  It 
started to rain when we got in the bus. We were lucky! There were 8 other schools that attended. Our 
school did really well. Donvale Primary School came 1st in the District Swimming Competition with 222 

points. 
 

By Emily Younger 3PH 

DONVALE PRIMARY SCHOOL SWIMMING TEAM 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
3rd—9th March 
Georgia M, Nicholas H, Oscar Y, 



Life in India by Ashley & Tommy Weill 
In India there are many festivals that we used to celebrate. One of our favorite ones is Holi.  It is also known as the 
festival of colors and it celebrates the fertility and good harvest of the land. It is always celebrated after the first full 
moon in March, this year it will be celebrated on Sunday, March 20

th
.  

 
In Holi we throw colored powder at everyone and spray them with water from water guns. Where we lived, everyone 
gathered in our park and had a big party.  You would have to wear old clothes because your clothes would get 
stained and usually didn’t come off. On that day, you really would not want to be walking in the street because      
everyone throws color at you.  For the next week, our hair would be a pink or blue color and so would our nails.   
We would have to wash it many many times for it to eventually come out and use nail polish remover to take the   

colors out of our nails. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ashley Weill  
Tommy Weill 

The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its      
Management, and teachers do not endorse the products or services of any 
advertiser listed in this publication. No representation, warranty or              
undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or completeness of 
the information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the    
advertisers.  

More information on the following 

advertising is available from the  

office: 

SPICE UP YOUR LIFE  -  Presents Zumba 

fitness at Donvale Primary School on Tues and 

Thur nights 7-8pm. 

 

WANDIN NORTH PRIMARY SCHOOL  -  

Needing craft stalls for their Market on Sunday 

2oth March 9am - 2pm. 

 

AUSTRALIAN RED CROSS BLOOD   

SERVICE  -   

Mobile blood donor visit on Friday 1st April 

from 9.30am-3.30pm at Manningham Function 

Centre 

 


