
It’s that time again 
 
 

Donvale Primary School Council Elections 2011 

What is Donvale school council and what does it do? 

All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally formed bodies that are given powers to set the key 

directions of a school within centrally provided guidelines. In doing this, a school council is able to directly influence the quality 

of education that the school provides for its students. 

 

Who is on our school council? 

There are three possible categories of membership: 

 A mandated elected parent category. More than one third of the total members must be from this category. Department 

of Education and Training (DEECD) employees can be parent members 

A mandated elected DEECDemployee category. Members of this category may make up no more than one third of the total 

membership of school council. The principal of the school is automatically one of these members. 

• An optional community member category. Its members are coopted by a decision of the council because of their     

special skills, interests or experiences. DEECD employees are not eligible to be community members. 

The term of office for members is two years. Half the members must retire each year and this creates vacancies for the annual 

school council elections. 

 

Why is parent membership so important to Donvale Primary School? 

Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help shape the direction of the school. 

Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying in itself and may also find that their   

children feel a greater sense of belonging. 

 

How can you become involved? 

The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in February or March each year. However, ballots are only held 

if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant. 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

17th February 2011 

   Phone: 9842 3373                                                                                                            Email:  donvale.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au                      

Fax:     9841 7033                                                                                                            Web site: www.donvaleps.vic.edu.au 

Save the environment! 

Did you know that you can have Snippets emailed to you?  Visit the school website and follow the prompts. 

Monday 21st February 
 Special assembly 

 

Wednesday 23rd February 
 Prep Testing Day - Preps not at school 

WEEKLY DIARY 

Snippets 
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Thursday 24th February 
 Student Banking Day 

 11.30:  Christopher Milne (Author) visiting 

Years 2-6 

Donvale Primary School provides students with a positive educational experience to achieve their 

potential in a comprehensive learning environment that is caring, secure and stimulating. 

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY & ACT ACCORDINGLY 

This  information  is a Parents Association Initiative 



In view of this, you might seriously consider: 

• standing for election as a member of the school council 

 encouraging another person to stand for election. 

 

Do I need special experience to be on Donvale school council? 

No. What you do need is an interest in your child’s school and the desire to work in partnership with others to help shape the 

school’s future. 

What do you need to do to stand for election? 

The principal will issue a notice and call for nominations following the commencement term1 each year. All school council  

elections must be completed by the end of March. For parents, this notice will probably be given to your child so you may need 

to check with them whether it has been sent home. If you decide to stand for election, you will need to arrange for someone to 

nominate and second you as a candidate in either the parent category or DEECD employee category. Once the nomination form 

is completed, return it to the principal within the time stated on the notice of election. If there are more nominations received 

than there are vacancies on council, a ballot will be conducted in the two weeks after the call for nominations has closed. 

Remember 
• Ask at the school for help if you would like to stand for election and are not sure what to do. 

 A 2011 School Council induction pack is available on request for any interested parents. It explains in very                  

understandable language the expectations of being on the Donvale School Council. 

 

Donvale Primary School Council Election Process 2011 

# Nomination forms for School Council are available from the School Office between 8:30am –

4:30pm during nomination week 

Also a copy of an info book for those considering nominating  is available. 

 

Your April 2010-March 2011 School Council is: 

 
 

Garry Briggs Executive Officer Craig Semmens Parent Rep 

Wendy Bartsch DET Murray Gerraty Community Co-opt 

John Pianta DET Janene Rubens Parent Rep 

Rick Gordon DET Marina Younger Parent Rep 

Ian McKinlay DET Jane Hancock Community Co-opt 

Brenda Tierney Parent Rep James Clarke Community Co-opt 

Russell Waycott Parent Rep Sharon Breeland- Clencie Community Co-opt 

Brad Wolf Parent Rep     
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DATE TASK 

Thursday 17th Feb. Notice of election 

#Call for nominations 

Wednesday 16th February 

7:30pm 

Current Council meets 

  

Thursday 24th Feb 4:00pm Close of nominations 

Friday 25th  Feb 

8:30am 

Display list of candidates, nominators seconders 

A/ If exact number, declare those elected 

B/ If more than positions, prepare ballot papers 

C/ If insufficient call for further nominations 

Friday 25th   Feb If B, Distribute ballot papers 

Friday  11th March 

4:00pm 

Close of Ballot 

Count Votes 

Monday  14th March Declare ballot 

Wednesday 16  th March New Council meets to appoint community members 

New Council Meets to elect office bearers 

Wednesday 18th May 

7:00pm 

AGM for 2010 



Current Members who conclude in February are: 

Janene Rubens, Sharon Breeland-Clencie, Brad Wolff,              

Ian McKinlay, Wendy Bartsch (Nov ), James Clarke, 

Craig Semmens. 

 

There are three nominated parent positions becoming 

vacant (incumbents may renominate) & two  staff    

positions vacant (incumbents may renominate) 

2011 School Council may coopt 2 further parents at 

their discretion. 
   

Last Night’s February School Council     
Meeting Report 
The following items were discussed. Have a chat to 

your school Council reps or see a staff rep for detailed 

info. 

 Playground Equipment Report 

 Tabling of letter from Mrs Furr regarding its 

location and request to relocate it. 

 Enrolments for 2012 

 Our strategy for increasing the Prep enrolments 

for 2012 

 2011-12 School Council Elections 

 Tunstall Square Festival staffing and support 

 2011 Budget Update 

 Garden maintenance review 

 2011 School start report 

 DIPL introduction to Level 4. 

 

With the upcoming elections I would ask all school 

families to consider nominating for our 2011-12 School  

Council. It is a very rewarding and enjoyable time, 

with commitment to making your child‟s school an 

even better learning place through your efforts. 

 

Congratulations to our student  leaders              
On Monday morning, we inducted 24 Grade 6         

students as Peer Mediators for 2011.  These students 

completed a full day training day in December 2010, 

and now are ready to take on their leadership roles in 

the junior playground on a regular basis. Mrs Wright 

and Mr McKinlay are the teachers‟ co coordinating the 

program.  Mr Waycott represented our School Council 

at the investiture ceremony. 

The Level 4 students inducted were: 

Bronte Spiller-Harcourt, Luke Hehir, Rachael       

Crossan, Haiden Rollason, Julia Hawkins, Ben   

Smithies, Zaliah Rodou, Nicholas Krcevinac, Madeline 

Larder, Bailey Thomas, Rachael Bourke, Chris       

Moschoyiannis, Victoria Galanou, Ricardo Guerra, 

Phoebe Clarke, Tyler Beale, Kaitlyn Elliot, John 

Samra,  Maddy Thomas, Tamica Atterbury, Tia    

Mercovich, Amy Richardson, Jessica Smithies, Bridget 

Barnes, Emily Hadzajlic, Corey McNaughton. 

 

Congratulations and good luck in your leadership 

roles. 

Congratulations on a fantastic effort 
Congratulations to our wonderful committed Parents 

Association (PA) who last year worked so hard to raise 

$17,500 towards school projects. The majority of that 

money provided a large chunk of the total price of our 

two great new playground equipment (total cost 

$25,000). This fund raising is only one element of the 

PA‟s role. The February Meeting of our PA will be on 

MONDAY 28th Feb at 9:30am in our School 

Library. It is a great opportunity to keep informed, 
express your opinions and ask questions about your 

child‟s school. I would urge all school community to 

make a big effort to come along to the February     

Meeting as the 2011 program will be finalised. You can 

commit to none, some or a lot!!  But your presence is 

critical.  Look forward to spending some chatting time 

with you. 

 

Thanks this week to: 
 Mrs Rebecca Clarke for organising and running 

our very successful playgroup. 

 To Sarah Costigan, Kathryn Soterales, and 

Megan Moyle  for organising our chocolates for 

our chocolate drive on Tuesday. 

 

 

GARRY BRIGGS 



Just Playing 
On Tuesday and Wednesday we commenced our playgroups at School from 9:00-11:00 in our hall and library 

and outside equipment. Mrs Rebecca Clarke, a parent, trained teacher and often staff member, is running the 

very successful   playgroups. On behalf of our school community, I thank   Rebecca very much for all her efforts 

and commitment to this great community service. There are 

still a few places available for 2011, so if you or a friend are 

interested, please ask them to call the school on 9842 3373 

or just come along on Tuesday or Wednesday and join in.  

This week  at DPS in photos…. 
                 Playing on our new equipment  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Megan Moyle gratefully accepts a $300 Donation from 

the manager of the Tunstall Square Commonwealth bank 

  

        Congratulations to the Goodfellow family   

       on winning the school levy refund for 2011        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

Our Peer Mediators for 2011 on the spider 



SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS 

School Council elections are coming up and    

nominations have been called for.  Having been on 

the School Council now for six years, I thought I 

would try and explain my thoughts about being on 

School Council...... 

Not only is it a great way for you to be connected 

to the school for your child’s sake, you have the 

opportunity to assist in the day to day activities of 

the school....being able to contribute to many   

decision making processes (having a  say) on   

behalf of the Parents and Children.  Of course,  

Operational matters are not part of the School 

Council but many, many other areas are.  The sub 

committee team leader that sits on School Council 

and liaises with their team members, is not only a 

vital role but a very rewarding position.   Sub 

Committees range from Marketing, Resources, 

Education, Before and After School Care, Uniform 

and of course Parents Association.   We have 

many Parent helpers within our school community 

– in fact we are extremely lucky, standing for 

School Council is just taking that commitment to 

the next level.  I vacate my position this year and 

will not return, as Sarah is now at High School.  I 

will really miss the connection that I have forged 

over the years by being actively involved on 

School Council with Donvale Primary School. 

Think about it – you can really gain a lot out of 

this experience and assist the educational process 

of the children in our community. 

 

Janene Rubens 

Outgoing School Council President. 

The Assistant Principal 
Peer Mediation 

At our Monday morning assembly 22 proud Grade 6 

students were presented with their Peer Mediation 

certificates and badges. Their certificates were recog-

nition of the successful training that these students 

undertook last year to qualify as a Peer Mediator. 

During this training the students developed their 

understanding of the strong, positive leadership 

qualities an effective Peer Mediator would possess. 

After learning the six steps of mediation they prac-

tised their skills at resolving typical playground dis-

putes between the younger students. Mrs Wright 

spoke about the important role of the Peer Mediator 

at our school. She also highlighted the energy and 

enthusiasm of this group. We thank Russell Waycott, 

our school council representative, for his involvement 

in the presentation of the Peer Mediators‟ badges. 

 The Peer Mediation program is another opportunity 

for students to develop their leadership skills. It can 

also play a valuable role in the promotion of positive 

relationships between students across the school. We 

congratulate the 2011 Peer Mediators, thank them 

for their commitment and wish them well in their 

new leadership role. 

 

Ian McKinlay 



REMINDER 
It‟s now called  Minke Ice Drink... 
I am no longer using the company Slush Puppie.  The 

Slush Puppie Drink has been replace with the New 

Minke Ice Drink (this is an Australian owned        

company).  The flavours are: Raspberry, Grape and 

Lemon Lime.  The (Shocker Flavour which is a sour 

flavour) is now called Stinger.   Prices at this stage 

will remain the same.  $1.80 for the drink and 20c for 

the Stinger flavour. 

 

OPEN DAY AT THE CANTEEN 
Friday 18th February from 3.00-3.30 and again on 

Monday 21st from 9.00-9.45am. All families are     

welcome to come along and see what the canteen has 

to offer. 

 

Keep Healthy, Keep Cool, Keep Hydrated  

Angie (Cookie) 

Canteen Management Services 

 

General News 

FRUIT NEXT WEEK:   
4P 

School Banking Day Reminder 
What a great way to start the year, happy birthday 

and thank you to the Commonwealth Bank for their 

fantastic contribution of $300 to our school.   Don‟t 

forget that Wednesday is School Banking day and stu-

dents should bring in their weekly deposit. For every 

deposit made at school, no matter how big or small, 

students will receive a cool Dollarmites token. Once 

students have individually collected 10 tokens they 

can then be redeemed for a range of great, exclusive 

reward items in recognition of their continued savings 

behaviour. These are on display in the office so call in 

and have a peek!!  

  

Happy Banking!!! 

Megan 

 

Author visits 
Next Thursday the 24th of February, Christopher 

Milne will be speaking with our Year 2 to 6 children.  

This presentation is free, but he asks that he be able 

to sell his books.  If you are interested please note the 

flyer included in this week‟s Snippets. 

Thanks,  

Bev Wright 

 From The 

Sports Coach  

Our Swimming Trials last Monday were a great       

success with 56 children participating.  It was great 

to see so many children from level 3 and 4 all doing 

their best.  Unfortunately not all children can be cho-

sen but well done every-one.   

 

The District Swimming team will be on display/

announced to all children to regularly practice their 

event/events prior to the District Sports on Monday 

28th February at the Northcote Pool.  Permission 

forms will go home next week.  A very big thanks to 

all the many parents who attended/assisted at our     

Swimming Trials. 

 

Phys Ed 

Level 1  -  Ball skills 

Level 2  -  Ball skills - hitting 

Level 3  -  Bat Tennis skills 

Level 4  -  Summer sport activities 

 

Thank you. 

John Pianta 

ROAD SAFETY 

AROUND 

SCHOOLS  

REMINDERS 
 Please do not park in the staff car park (there 

are only a limited number of spots for staff).  

There is plenty of off street parking.   

 Please be aware when parking on the streets 

that you do not block driveway access.  

 PLEASE do not drive up into the old kinder 

(behind school, Aranga Crescent), this is a 

safety concern for students walking through. 

 Remember, the speed limit around school zones 

is 40. 

 

Canteen 
What's On The Menu 
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Music Matters 

Donvale Primary offers a great range of musical      

opportunities for its students: 

 

Choir 
Children in grades 1 and 2 (level 2) are welcome to join 

the “Junior Jammers” that meet each Monday from 

3.10 -3.30.  Students in grades 3 and 4 (level 3) are 

welcome to join the “Music Makers” that meet at 11.30

-12noon on Wednesdays. Senior students (level 4) will 

meet on Friday lunch times with Mrs Clarke. 

The choirs will perform at Assemblies and other     

functions throughout the year. 

 

Recorder 
Students from grade 3 onwards may choose to learn 

the recorder. Beginning students will meet on Monday 

lunch times and Intermediate/Advanced students on 

Tuesday lunch times. The only cost is that of a         

recorder and a book/CD pack. Orders have just closed 

but if you are interested please see Mrs Keep for      

details about where to purchase the books.  

 

Marimba Band 
Level 4 students are able to audition to be in the      

marimba band. This group meets on Wednesday lunch 

times. The band performs at various community and 

school events throughout the year. 

 

PRIVATE INSTRUMENTAL LESSONS: 
Guitar 
Ric Di Clemente teaches guitar on Fridays. 

 

Wonnies School of Music 
The following instruments and band are available 

through Scott van Gestel‟s Wonnies School of Music:  

  

*Piano       *Keyboard              *Drums/Percussion

 *Woodwind     * Brass 

*Voice  *Expressions Band 
 

An information sheet about private lessons, their days 

and costs has been sent out to all students from grades 

3-6 this week with further details. 

 

Please feel free to call into the music room     

anytime after school on Mondays, Tuesdays or 

Wednesdays. 
 

Anthea Keep 

To start off, I'd like to say a big hello and introduce 

myself to everybody I haven't had the chance to meet 

yet. My name is Sarah Mucha and I am the new    

coordinator at OSHClub. I have worked in before and 

after care for the last five and a half years, between 

Tinternvale and Great Ryrie Primary Schools as well 

as taking up education support roles at Tinternvale 

P.S as an Integration Aide last year. 

 

Before any of this I was a keen hobbyist for craft and 

did calisthenics for over a decade... So bring on the 

musical statues! 

 

I look forward to meeting you all, whether you use the 

before and after care program or not and am open to 

any input/suggestions you may be able to offer. Also, 

any queries or concerns, feel free to come and visit me 

at the program where I will try to resolve them. 

 

Also, if there are any extra curricular activities that 

your child is, or would like to be involved in, please 

come see me in relation to a note excusing them from 

OSHC for a    specified amount of time per session. 

This does include    

leaving before care 

early for kilometer 

club.  

 

I'd like to thank       

everybody I've had the 

pleasure of meeting so 

far, for making me feel 

so welcome in such a 

short time! 

 

See you soon,  

Sarah 

 

 

OSHClub 
The Week Ahead… 

Come and get involved with the great range of        

activities on offer, including our „Green-Thumb‟      

activities, cooking, skipping, dream catchers, making 

playdough, ooey-gooey slime and our last Friday of 

the month celebrations! 

OSHCLUB NEWS 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
18th-24th February 
Zoe C, Emily Y, Nadia S 
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OUR 2010 HOOPTIME FINALISTS 



More information on the following advertising is available from the      

office: 
MANNINGHAM   -   

 Get to know your community hub!  Tuesday 1 March 2-4pm at Manningham Council Function Rooms. 

 Healthy Lifestyle Week  -  Get active and learn about healthy living in a fun and friendly environment. 

 

YARRA VALLEY GRAMMAR  -  School tours Saturday 26th February 9am - 12 noon. 

 

BEVERLEY HILLS JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB  -  Junior footballers wanted. 

 

DONCASTER HOCKEY CLUB  -  Come and try :  Where:  Mullum Mullum Reserve.  When:  19th Feb 10-11am.  26th 

Feb 1am - 12 noon. 

 
 

 

The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its  Management, and 
teachers do not endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this            
publication. No representation, warranty or  undertaking is given or made in relation to the 
accuracy or completeness of the information presented in this publication, or any claims 
made by the  advertisers.  

Back to School Asthma Checklist 
Back to school time presents a phenomenon called the ‘Back to School Spike’, which is a      
well-documented occurrence of an increase in asthma hospital admissions in children. This 
trend occurs two weeks after school goes back, with the spike generally occurring in mid to late February.  Ensure your child 
with asthma is prepared for the new school year by following this simple back to school asthma checklist. 

o Doctor Review      

o Updated Asthma Action Plan (advise the school of any changes to their plan) 

o Medication Review 

o Preventer medication scripts 

o Technique Review (good device technique will ensure more medication reaches the small airways)  

o  H1N1 Vaccination  

(A person with asthma who gets any type of flu has a greater chance for developing serious health complications from the    
infection. Anyone with asthma is recommended to get both the seasonal flu vaccine and 2009 H1N1 vaccine.)  
    

o School Asthma Action Plan returned   

(This needs to be updated at least annually or as required)  

o Blue Reliever Medication & Spacer 

 (ensure your child has their blue reliever medication and spacer device available at all times. Remember to check the expiry 
date and amount of medication left in the canister) 

o Your child is aware of their asthma triggers  

For further information please contact the Asthma Foundation of Victoria on 1800 645 130 or email schools@asthma.org.au  

mailto:schools@asthma.org.au

