
 

 1. Policy Statement  
Integrated curriculum refers to the structured organisation of teaching and learning experiences in 
which significant content, across and within learning areas is selected to develop students’ 
understanding of the world. They develop important understandings, concepts, values and skills that 
apply across and beyond the traditional constraints of individual learning areas. 
  
2. Rationale or Purpose  
Integrated curriculum enables students to explore, gather, organise and present information in 
order to see the relationships and links between their learning, and to use these to make sense of 
their world. An Inquiry approach will be used to facilitate this process. 
  
3. Implementation  
Teachers will work in level teams to plan and deliver sequential units of work which will ensure that 
all areas of the Victorian Curriculum are covered. They will be given time to plan together with all 
teachers in their level. Units of work will be based on the Donvale Primary School Integrated Units 
Scope and Sequence chart (see appendix) and aligned with the Victorian Curriculum.  
At Donvale P.S. our Integrated Curriculum has been organised under four headings:  
1. Ourselves (becoming life long learners) Term 1  

2. Scientific and Technological World (Being Innovative) Term 2  

3. Community (Building strong communities) Term 3  

4. Environment (Managing sustainable environments) Term 4  
 
Level 2, 3 & 4 students have different units of work in these four main areas for the odd and even 
years. This caters for the composite nature of the grades. The Foundation plan consists of four units 
which are taught each year.  
There is a corresponding set of ‘Throughlines’ for each of these areas. A ‘Throughline’ is a central 
theme, concept or idea that can be developed within an area across the school from Foundation to 
Grade 6. For example the four ‘Throughlines’ in the Environment area would be:  
1. Our past and present behaviours impact on the environment.  
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2. All living things depend on their environment.  

3. Our environment changes over time.  

4. sustaining our planet’s unique natural systems provide for the needs of living things now and in 
the future.  
 

It is anticipated that in all the Integrated Units of work in the Environment area students would 
constantly revisit these central ideas or themes. They are called ‘Throughlines’ because these ideas or 
‘lines of thought’ run through the school’s Integrated Studies program from Foundation to Grade 6. 
These ‘Throughlines’ would of course be developed to varying degrees of complexity depending on 
the level of the students. Structuring our Integrated Studies learning in this way ensures a consistent, 
sequential and cohesive approach across the school. 

Inquiry learning 

An Inquiry approach to learning will be used to explore these Integrated Units. Such an approach 
builds on students’ natural curiosity and enthusiasm to ask questions, research answers and present 
their new findings, understandings and thinking in a variety of ways. The Donvale PS Inquiry model is 
attached to this policy and follows the Kath Murdoch process of Tuning In, Finding Out, Sorting Out, 
Going Further, Drawing Conclusions, Reflecting and Acting. 

 
4. References  

 Victorian Curriculum  

 Donvale P.S. Integrated Units – Scope and Sequence  

 Donvale P.S. Throughline Checklist 

 Donvale PS Inquiry Model 

 A Practical Approach to Integrated Curriculum Planning – Jeni Wilson 

 

 

5. Evaluation  
Keeping cumulative work samples, rubrics, anecdotal records and checklists  
Continuous monitoring and assessment of students’ development will be reported to parents, in 
writing, twice a year.  
This policy is to be reviewed every two years, or following referral by School Council.  
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DPS  Inquiry Model 
Preparation: 1. This stage of preparation includes finding relevant 

websites with easy to follow information that the 
students will be able to access with ease. Other 
resources can also be found including posters and 
short video clips.  

2. Teachers to ask students prior to planning day what 
they would like to know about the upcoming 
integrated topic. Teachers will record these questions 
and archive them. 

3. On planning day teachers will incorporate as many of 
the student questions as they can into the integrated 
planner. Please note that not all areas of the unit will 
allow for inquiry. These need to be selected with care 
and thoroughly planned in advance. 

 

Learning Intentions: 1. The learning intentions can be displayed in a variety of 
ways. You could have the specific skills that you would 
like the students to display throughout the lesson or 
you could have your learning intentions based on the 
questions. 

2. We can be quite creative with this process. 
 

Student Generated Questions: 
Modelled 
 

1. The first step that needs to be done is to model to the 
students how to generate inquiry questions and how 
we use our thinking. 

2. Once modelled ask students what types of questions 
they would like to ask and why. 

3. Students will be given a sticky note to write their 
questions and place them onto the ‘wonderwall.’ A 
‘wonderwall’ is great as it allows students to see the 
thoughts of the other students. 
 

Tuning In:  
1. The tuning in phase of a lesson is simply sparking 

student interest and this can be done in a number of 
ways including using an image, video or just opening 
up a discussion based on a question. 

2. The ultimate aim of this step is to gather and learn 
about student prior knowledge.  

3. You could also use a KWL chart if your lesson is early 
on in the unit. 

 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 



Inquiry Skills – Finding Out 
                            Sorting Out 
                            Going further  

1. Students will be researching their questions using their 
iPads and also any relevant resources. 

2. It is important to model to the students how to search 
their question using key words in a search engine. 

3. Kiddle.co is a great search engine to use. 
4. Enable students to use skills (e.g thinking, 

communication, co-operation, research) and 
knowledge to collect new information 

5. Sorting out and organising this new information from 
the Finding Out stage  

6. Extending and broadening the unit and allowing the 
students to investigate areas of personal interest if 
appropriate. 

7. Allow students to present their question findings using 
a method of their choice. This could be a digital or 
paper copy presentation. 

 

Reflection/Sharing/Action: 1. In this session allow students to present their findings 
to the class. You may have to allow extra time for this. 

2. Ask students for feedback about what worked and 
possibly what needs modifying. 

3. Ask students how their thinking has changed as a result 
of their research. 

4. Ask students what action they may be inspired to take 
as a result of their new understandings. 

 

  
  
  

 

 


